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%eqoislaxtitre A0ssfnh~fl,
Tuesday, 181h Octo6~r, 1898.

Papers presented-Question: Collie Coal, Rte-
port on Further Discovei-y---Question:
Aborigines and the New Department-
Question: Outdoor Locomotive Superi-
tendent, a New Office--Question: School
Teawbera, New Scale of Salaries--Bills of
Sale Bill, third reading-Miining on Private
Property Act Amendment Bill, in Conm-
mittee, Divisiun an clause 27 ; Bill rs-
ported-Road's and Streets Closure $1l1,
No. 2 (Bardoc, Beverley, etc.), second read-
ig and remaining staees--Annual Esti-

mates, in Committee of Supply; Public
Works Department, Statement by bi-
rector; Works Votes passed, pages 44
to 48, inclusive; stoads and Bridges Vote,
-Amendrnvnt to reduce amnount. Dn-isiou on
adjnourntent (negatived), progress reported

-Adjouranment,

The SPEAKER took the chair t -1.30
O'clock, P.m.

PAYERS.

P.4PERS PRESENTED.

By the PREMIEa: Police Act, Regular
tions. Gold return, as ordered, Showing
amount and value of gold raised in and
exported from the colony.

By the COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS:
Menzies town lots, Return (as ordered)
showing sale and prices.

Orered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: COLLIE COAL, -REPORT ON
FURTHER DISCOVERY.

Mat. SOLOMON, without notice and by
leave, asked the Premier: Has he re-
ceived any information in regard to the
Collie Coalfield?

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied : Yes ; I received a letter yes-
terday from Professor McCoy, reporting
upon samples of coal which I had sent to
him, containing fossil leaves; and the re-
port I received has been published in the
morning newspapers, in the form exactly
as I received it.

QUESTION:. ABORIGINES AND THE
NEW DEPART-MENT.

MR, HUBBLE, for Mr. Phillips, asked
the Premier whether he was in a position

to give any information to the House a% ith
reference to the steps ta ken by the bead
of the Alborigines Departmnit to lok
after the welfare of the aborigines, and
whether any report would be presented
ti' Parhinent this session in accordance
with the Aborigines Act.

Tax PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. Fur-
rest) replied: -1, A report up to Miarch
98th by thL late AbLurginLeS Ii301,I lifS
already been presented to Parliament this
session. 2, The new department hias 50
agents north of the Mu1trchison, and 6.-
south of that river. 3, Belier is oeing af-
forded to nearly 900 natives, who are re-
ported to require assistance. 1, PaUpuL-
isin among the natives has very largely in-
creased during recent years, owing to thi
amount of funds expended being larger
than wvas necessary. As a. consequence, in
the settled districts, the natives are unwil-
ling to do any work. 5, Full particulars
as to age, sex, and cause for giving relief
are being prepared, and a lull report will
be furnished next session. 6, There has
not been sufficient time since the establish-
went. of the new department to obtain in-
formation for a report for this. session.

QUESTION: OUTDOOR LOCOMOTIVE
SUPERINTENDENT, A NRW OFFICE
Ma. SOLOMON asked the Commnioncr

of Railway-I, Whether, considering the
falling off in the railway revenue, it was,
niecessary to create a new office, namely,
that of an Outdoor Locomotive Superin-
tendent. 2, Whether there waQe no person
in the Locomotive Department qualified
to fill this position without importing a
man from England. 3, On whose recom-
mendation Mr. J. S. P. Main was appoin-
ted to fill the position. 4, What were his
qualifications, and on what railways had
he gained experience. 5, Whether he wvas
at married or single man.

Tax. COMMISSIONER OF RAIL2 -
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :-I,
Yes, but there is iio falling off in the groSs9
earninga. 2, None considered suitable.
3, On the recommendation of the locomo-
tive engineer of the Great Central Rail-
way, England. 4, Many years' experience
in similar work to that in which he is now

1engaged. The- Great CentraJ Railway,
England, and Souith-Western Railway,
Scotland. 5, Single.

2458 Aboriyines-
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QUESTION: SCHOOL TEACHERS, NEW
SCALE OF SALARIES.

ME. LEARE asked the Premier-I,
Whether it was intended that the new
scale, of salaried to teachers in the State
schools of the colony should come into
operation on January lst, 1899, as stated
in the regulations of February, 1898. 2,
Whether a sufficient sum had been placed
on the estimates of the Education Depart-
ment for the year 1898-9 to provide for
this new scale of salaries. 3, If not, how
the Minister contemplated meeting the in-
creased expenditure wihwudb n
tailed by the payment fsc ewsaeo
salaries.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied: :-1, If funds are available.
2, As far as can be at present judged, there
will not be sufficient. 3, The whole mat-
ter will be considered before the beginning
of the next year.

BILLS OF SALE BILL
Read a third time, on the motion of MR.

ILLJXGWORTH, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MAINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ACV
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretation:
THre MINISTER 0OF MINES (Hon. H.

B. Lefroy), referring to the interpretation
of "lease," moved, as an amendment, that
the words "gold-mining" be inserted, so
as to read, "a gold-mining lease."

Amendment put and passed.
Definition of "claim":
Ma. KINGSMILL: As to the definition

of a "claim," it was desirable that infor-
mation should be given as to the size of
claims, the mode of pegging out by regulat-
tions, and so on.

THrE MINIS'iER OF MINES: Persoum
would have p ower to take up, clainis on
private property; but he did not think
they would do so. The mjatter referred
to would be arranged by regulation, jus-t
as under the Gold Mines Act. The Govern-
ment would bring the regulations as
nearly as possible into line with that Act.

MR. VOSPER: It was necessary to
have something miore definite in the Bill
than existed at- present. If the whole
matter were to be dealt with by regula-

tion, it would mean that the persons who
took up claims would be, to a great ex-
tent, at the mercy of the Minister. Sup-

Iposing alluvial were found on a pri-
vate estate, and a, rush took place, it
might be very awkward unless the mean-
ing of a "claim" was defined.

THlE MINISTER OF MINES: Clause
8 of tbe Bill said, "Any holder of a
miner's right, who desires to obtain
possession of at claim," might do so
and so. The regulations would providc
the size, of the claim. Nothing more was
laid down by our gold mines law.
"Claim," in this Bill, meant "any privati
land occupied for the purpose of seeking
for gold therein, by virtue of a miner'
right, in accordance with the provisions
of this Act and the regulations." This
Mining on Private Property Bill did not
affect the Hampton Plains property,
which was owned by a company.

Ma. KINOSMILL: The reason for call-
ing attention to the matter "-as that it
was possible to take up a prospecting
area on private lands; but there did not

Iseem to be the same provision for either
reward claims or ordinary claims on pri-
vate lands as existed in the Gold Mines
Act.

THE MINIsTER OF MINES : A reward
claim should not be given.

MIB. IiINGSMILL: Why not I The
opinion of the in in g 11mi trs 'yf the
House was that there was too much in the
regulations, and not enough in the prin-
cipal Act. He was far from wishing to
obstruct the passing of the Bill, which he
considered most necessary; but it should
contain something more defining the
status of the miner's rights under the
Bill. However, he did not wish to press
the point.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The Bill should
be complete in itself. He moved that
after the word "regulation," line 4, there
be inserted the words, "which shall be the
same as those contained in the Gold
Mines Act." Regulations which applied
to gold mining on private property should
be practically the same as for our ordi-
nary Crown lands. No reason could be
assigned why there should be a differ-
ence.

THE MIINISTER OF MINES: We
could not embody in this Hill the regula-
tions in the Gold Mines Act in their en-
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tirety; for this Bill was not dealing with
Crown land, but private property, where-
as the regulations in the Gold Mines Act
simply dealt with Crown lands. Although
a mnan might take up a claim on private
property, he could not go there at any
moment and prospect, as he could on
Crown land.

Ma. ILLNowoETH: It was desirable to
know what regulations were going to be
made.

Tus MINISTER OF MINES; It was
impossible to tell until the Bill was
passed. It was, as he had said, intended to
bring the regulations into line with those
under the Geld Mines Act as nearly as pos-
sible; but, if we simply embodied the
regulations of the Gold Mine& Act as a
pant of this Bill, this expedient would
render the Bill unworkable, because the
method of going on private land was
quite different, for a miner could not go
on private land and take the surface,
without compensation. Clause 28 pro-
vided that, "after the granting of any
lease under the provisions of this Act, or
after the occupation by a holder of a
miners right of any private land, the
jurisdiction of the warden, and every
other jurisdiction established by the
Goldfields Act 1895 and any amendment
thereof with respect to mining on Crown
laud, shall apply to any private laud
comprised in such lease." The jurisdic-
tion was the samne as under the Gold
Mines Act,

Ma. ILUI'GWORTH: Why should not the
size of the claim be the same 7

THB MINISTER OF MINES : That
was a matter of detail. He did not think
anyone would take up claims on private
land. Provision was made in clause 27
for prospecting on private land, which al-
lowed a person, being an applicant for a
lease, to take up a certain portion of the
lease, not exceeding five acres, as a pro.-
specting area. That was to say, a person
cc.uld mark out a. 24-acre block, and take
up five acres, prospect on it, pay cont-
pensation only for the five acres, and
then wait until he had tested the land be-
(ore he paid compensation on the rest of
the 24 acres. All these provisions would
be arranged for in the regulations.

Ma. ]ILLINGWORJY: There would be
some difficulty in introducing the amend-
ment, and the Minister's assurance as to

making regulations was sufficient, after
what had been said.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Definition of "Earth":
Ma. MORIGANS, referring to the defi-

ultion of "earth," as including "sny rock,
stone, quartz, clay, sand, and so..," said
there had been considerable discussion on
the same question while the previous Bill
was before the House; and as the defini-
tion of "earth" given in this Bill was
likely to cause difficulties, and perhaps
disputes, similar to those which had oc-
curred already, it was desirable to have
a more exact definition. This definition
really applied to quartz reefs.

TisH MINISTER OF MINES: The defi-
nition of the word. 'gold,' which came
next in the clause, included any earth
containing gold, and therefore would
mean rock, stone, quartz, clay, sand, and
soil. 17 earth had gold in it, the word
"earth" was included in the definition of
gold.

MR. MORGANS: Did "earth" include
alluvial gold? That was the point.

This MINISTER OF MINES: Alluviakl
gold was generally contained in earth,
annd, or soil.

'Mu. MORGCANS: The definition still
appeared likely to crests, difficulties, for
it seemed to mix up alluvia! and quartz
mining. If at man found gold in sand, he
might claimr the advantage of this. defini-
tion and take up an alluvia] claim on a
lease. The Minister should try to find
some way out of the difficulty.

MR. KING-SMILL: The definition was
rather mixed, hut any mixture resulting
from the interpretation of "earth" would
b-! removed by the fact that the whole
anirit of the Bill was practically aesinst
the taking up of claims, and was in
favour of granting an alluvial least-. This
intention was shown particularly in clause
27. In localities likely to be affected 1w
this Bill, persons were just a,% likely to
find alluvial, which might he worked in
small claims rather than in large areas.

Definition of "Lease":
Ther MINISTER OF MINES, referring

to the definition of the word "'lease."
moved, as an amendment, that the words
"ieold mining" be inserted after "a," so
as; to rend "a, gold-mining lease.'

Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.] Private proyedy.



Mining Bill: [18 OCTOBER, 1898.] Private Property. 2461

Definition of "Mining lease":
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that -the definition
of "mining lease"' be struck out. He said
this definition was unnecessary in the
Bill, though it might have been re-
quired in the Victorian Act, from wvhich
this was taken.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Was the Minis-
ter sure that power was secured to carry
away gold when found on private pro-
perty I

Tun MINISTER OF MINES: Yes.
Poser to grant a lease for gold mining
implied the power to take away any gold
found On that lease.

Amendment put and passed.
New definition, "Minces right":
TnE MINISTER OF MINES moved

that the following definition of 'miner's
right" hie insierted after the definition of
".imine": "Miner's right means a miner's
right issued under the Goldfields Act,
189.5, or any amendment thereof."

Mn. KING-SMILL: In, clause 6 and in
other parts of the Bill, the word "mine"
was used in the sense of land for the pur-
pose of mining. Would it be necessary
to put in a definition of the word "mine"
as a noun, the word being defined in the
interpretation simply as a. verb?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: It did
not appear necessary to define "mine" in
the form of a noun, because a lease or
claim would mean the same as a mine.

Amendment put and passed.
Definition, "Private land":
MR. LEAE, referring to the definition

of "private land," said it did not include
town land.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Mining
on town lands must he carried on at a
certain depth ;and if there were certain
buildings on the land, mining was not
allowed under those buildings.

Definition of "Proclamation":
TnE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that the words, "in Coun-
cil" be struck out.

Put and passed.
Definition of "warden":
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that in the definition of
"1warden," lines 4 and 5 be struck out.
and the following words inserted in lieu,
thereof: "resident magistrate of the dis-
trict within which the land in quiestion is

situated." In districts on the coast in
whtich this Act would probably chiefly
operate, there might be no warden with-
in 100 or 200 miles of the private land
on which it was proposed to enter ; there-
fore it was desirable to give the resident
magistrate the powers of a. warden, until
such district was declared a. goldfield.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-CGold-mining leases on pri-

vate lands:
Thu MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that the words "in Coun-
oil" be struck out.

MRs ILUNowoumH: With what object?
THE MINISTER OF MINES : The

words were superfluous.
Put and passed, and the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clauses 6 and 7-agreed to.
Clause 8-Mode of obtaining posse,

6ion or lease of certain land; certain land
not to be entered, etc., without consent
of owner:

Tus MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that in sub-clause 6, lives
4 and 5, the words "the mining re.,isti(ar
or a resident magistrate" be truck oat.
The warden, who was the real lent rwgis
trate on a goldfield, should 1-e the .nly
person entrusted with this authori'y.

Put and passed.
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that ti-e word-c
"registrar or resident magistrate," in
sub-clause 6, be struck out.

Put and passed.
TRg MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that the words
"registrar or resident magistrate," in
sub-clause 6, be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 9 and 10-agreed to.
Clause 11-Measure of compensation:
MR. KINOSMILL : What was the

meaning of "consequential damages," and
by what mode could such damages be as-
sessed in respect of any agreement or
payment which had to he made before
entryI

Tsu MINISTER OF MINES : The
clause read: -

The compensation to be mande to the owner.
or to the owner and occupier aforesaid, dial!
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be for being deprived of the possession of the
surface, or of any part of the surface of private
land, as defined in section threes of this Act;
and for damage to the whole, or any part
tlyrof, as the catse may he, wvhich may arise,
from the carrying on of mining operations
therein or thereon, and for the severance of
such land from other land of the owner or
occupier, and for all consequential damages.

The resident magistrate or warden must
decide the question as to consequential
damages, on the facts brought before
him.

Ma. RINGSMILL: The difficulty lay
in the fact that compensation had to be
provided for at the actual time of entry,or before any mlining could be done.
How could the owner of the private land,
or the %%oild-lie umintr, or the warden, de-
cide what damage might ensue from min,
ing upon the landal How could such
damage be assessed before it was donel

TwaE MINISTER OF MINES: The pro-
vision would undoubtedly be workable.

Put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 14, inclugi vc-agreed to.
Clause 15-Application for lease to be'

pursuant to regulations; not obligatory
to grant lease:

Tits MINISTER OF MINES8 moved, ms
an amendment, that the last two lines
of the clause be struick out. The words
in question provided that, if an applies,
tion for a lease were refused, the appli-
cant should be informed of the reason
for such refusal. The necessity for
this provision did not appear; but, at
the samne time, he had no desire to press
the amendment if the Committee thought
it desirable to retain the words.

Amiendmnent put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 16-agreed to.
Clause 17-Lease to contain conditions

re nion-fulfilmnent of covenants:
Tim MINISTER OF MINES moved, a.,

ail amendment, that the words "in Coun-
oil," at the end of the clause, le struck
out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 18-agreed to.
Clause 10-Mining lease may be sur-

rendered:
TuE MINISTER OF MINES9 moved, as

an amendment, that the wvords "in Coun-
cil" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 24, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 2-5-Re-eun by owner:
Tm MiINISTER OF MINES moved, as

as amendment,' that the words "in Coun-
cil" be struck out of line 5, also out of
line 6.

Put and p~assed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 26-Priority may lie given to
applicants under 61 Vie., No. 33:

MR. WALLACE: Would the Minister
explain this clause? It appeared to be a
protection Tor persons who had ma&l
application before the introduction of
this Bill.

TnE MINISTER OF MINES : It simply
provided that where anyone had pegged
out under the Act now repealed, be
should have a, prior right over anyone
who pegged out under this Bill. If there
should be any difficulty about the mat-
ter, it would have to be, fought out in
the courts.

MR. EINOSMILL: Under the former
Act, it Was competent for a would-be
muiner to obtain a lease direct fromt the
owner of the land, without reference to
the Minister at all, and that appeared
to have been a weak point in the Act.
Persons actimcr bon", fide could go to the
ouwner of land and apply for a lease.
The owvner of the land was not lbound to
grant it, if the person did not happen to
be a personal friend. On the other hand,
another man, wvho might be a personal
friend, would come along and make ap-
plication possibly for the same ground,
and have a lease zranted. What plosi-
tion was going to be taken uip by the
Government towards the prior applicant.
in ni case of that kind?

TDim 'MINISTER OF MINE0S: Thei
hon. member meant, he took it, prior ap-
plications that had been lodged some
time ago.

AIR. KIXGAULL: Exactly.
Tire MINISTER OF MINES: In cases

where the land applied for had been leased
by the holder of' the land to somebody
else?

AIR. KINGsmt: Exactly.
TTM MINISTER OF M1INES: The

(Governent did not iprollose to go out-
side the law as it stood ; and if the owner
had the right to lease this land and it
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had already been applied for under the
old Act, the Government did not propose
to alter that. We could not attempt
retrospective legislation such as that,
People would have to claim their rights
under this Bill, or under the Other Act,
if they had any, and -the court would
have to settle the question.

MR. WALL&CE: Then this clause 'va
unnecessary.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: In his
opinion, it was not unnecessary. A num-
ber of claims had been marked out on
Blackboy Hill, and they had been sur-
veyed ; applications for these leases had
been lodged in the Crown Lands Depart-
ment by Certain persons; and it was
proposed under this Bill to alilow those
applications to hold good. If the owner
had leased any of this land held tinder
application, the Government did not pro-
pose to deal with that. If the prior ap-
plicants could show that the land had
been leased illegally to the present oc-
cupants, then their claims would be up-
held; but unless they could do that, the
department could not uphold the claim.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 27-Lease of prospecting area

and reserved area of private land:
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that the words "for
quartz mining purposes, and ten acres
for alluvial rmining purposes," in lines
4 and 5, be struck out. The clause would
then read, "Any person being an ap-
plicant for a lee of any private land
under this Act, and being desirous of
testing such land, may in his application
apply, for a prospecting area of such
land not exceeding five acres, together
with a reserved area of the remainder of
the private land applied for by him."
Of Course the Government mighit make
regulations to spet.ify the size of the
prospecting area; but this prospecting
area, was an area inside a lease.

MR. KINOSMILL: Was it obligatory
upon anybody, before ta-king out such
prospecting area, to pay the rent for the
leasel It ought not to be necessary for
any miner to pay the rent on, say, a 24-
acre lease before he was allowed to peg
out a prospecting area of five acres.
This would have a directly hampering
influence on the prospector.

TH MINISTER OF MINES: If a
person applied for a 24-acre lease, and
then applied for a protection area with-
in that 24-acre lease, he would have to
pay rent for the whole of the lease; but
he would have to pay comppnsation to
the Owner only for the prospecting area,
and Compensation would probably be the
chief amount he would have to pay un-
der this Bill; not rent. If he took up
five acres to prospect, and after paying
compensation found there was not suffi-
cient inducement to proceed further with
his search on the rest of the land, he
would shnplj throw it up, and would
have no further compensation to pay.

Ma. KINOSMILL: It would be far
better to allow a mnin to take up a pro-
specting area. without the formality of
pegging out a lease.

Ux. ILLINGWORTH: It took about
20 years to get any rights of mining on
private property in Victoria : and not
until, as was supposed, every safeguard
was placed upon property and practically
every mining right stifled was the Act
passed . That wvas not the kind off legis-
lation he would like to follow. He Rawv
no reason why a man should not take up
a prospecting area. of five acres without
having to pay rent to the Government,
or compensation either for- his lease.
[Dlissent from several members.] Of

course he must pay compensation on the
five acres, and pay for any consequential
damage that might accrue fromn his work-
ing those five acres; but would the *Gonm-
mnittee say hoe should pay conmpensation
on 24 acres of land, the greater part of
which he had not touched, and per-haps
never intended to touch?

T'Ps INISTER OF MINES: A person
would pay compensation only .in the five
acres.

MR. fLLLIYOoworU : But it "-as only a
deferred pauyment as regarded the 24 acres.

THE 'MINISTER OF MINES: A mn
1mi1ld not pay it until he used the land.

,15. IL~iNOW(IRTH: Why should he take
un 24 acres?

THE MINISTER OF IMINES: He need
not. A person could take up ten, six, or
five acres, if he liked.

MR. ILSNOWORrn: It was proposed to
compel him to pay rent on the 24 acres.

THE MINISTER OF MIN-ES: The
reason he had to pay on the whole 24
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acres was that he should have a title to
the 24 acres; otherwise somebody else
might go in and peg out a. lease alongside
him. If he only wanted a, claim, he could
take up a claim.

Amendment (by the Minister) put and
passed.

ITna MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
further amendments, that in the phrase
"Governor-in-Council" the words "in Coun-
cii" be struck out of sub-clauses 2, 8,
and 9.

Put and passed.
New sub-clause:
MR. IiINGSMILL moved that the fl-

lowing be added, to stand as sub-clause
12:-

Any bolder of a miner's right may apply for
a prospecting area, and prospect thereon and
thereunder, npon paying, or agreeing to pay,
such compensation as many be fixed by thne
warden.

The object was. to allow prospecting to
be as free as possible on private land. It
wa a great dis ability that a miner should
have to mark out and apply for a, lease
before being allowed to prospect at all;
and the fact of his having to pay com-
pensation to the owner should be enough
of a handicap, without also having to pay
the rent of a lease of perhaps 24 acres.

Tusm MINIS-TER OF MINES: The dr
finition of the size of a claim, to be mnade
in the regulations, would provide for this ;
and the size of a claiim could be made
five acres, or any size the Committee
might consider suitable. This provision
in the clause should be tried in practica
,operation, before attempting to amend
it in that direction.

Ma. ICINOSMILL: The amendment
would not damage the private owner, be-
cause the compensation had to he agreed
upon -before the miner could go on the
ground at all. There were objections to
making the claims too large. It would
he iniquitous to unduly increase the size
of claims,' as the effect would he to bene-
fit the few at the expense of the many.
The miner would obtain authority fromn
the warden to enter on private laud, be-
lieving it to, he psyably auriferous;' but
he could not know whether it was pay-
able, nor in what part it would be pay-
able, until he tested it. Therefore he
could take out a prospecting area, and,
after finding out whether the round was

payable, he could then take out a. claim.
It would not be right to compel him te

c ake out his claim straight away. If the
Minister considered this clause not a suit
able place for adding the amendment, he
i-ould be willing to put it in somue other
part of the Rill.

MR. CONNORt: In the case of a. num-
her of prospectors sinking numerous
shafts on private property, say a pastoral
lease, and assuming the leaseholder
wanted to run his stock over the ground
where the prospectors were working, how
would the owner of the round stand in
regard to compensation?

Ma. KJNO0SM ILL: The prospector would
have to pay for any damage done, and alsc
pay for consequential damage.

Ma. CONNOR: Supposing the prospec-
tor wa-s not in a, position to pay for any
damage?7

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Ifa
prospector put down a lot of shafts on pri-
v'ate property, where the owner was run-
ning hWe stock, the Bill would sufficiently
-)roteet the owner of the land.

Ma. KINosMILL: No doubt about that.
Ma. ILLINGwORTlI: Hear, bear.
Amendment (Mr. Kingsmill's) put and

niegatived on the voices, Ma, KINGSMILL
called for a division, which was taken with
the following result:

Ayes I. - .1

Noes ... ... ... 13

Majority against

Ayes. No?$.
Mr. Oonnor Sir John Forrest
Mr. Ewing 'Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Bightem Mr. Raul
Mr. 1fingworth Mr. Rubble
Mr. Kenny Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Kingamill Mr. Locke
'Mr. Leake Mir Monger
Mr. Moran MAr, Ponnefather

Mr. oats Mr. Piese
Mr. Solomon Sir J. G. Lee Steere
Mr.. Doherty Mr. Throsseli

(Teller) Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr. 'Morgans

(eller)
Amendment thus negatived, and the

clause as previously amended agreed to.
Claluse 283-ageed to.
Clase 29-Renewal of lease; right to

renewal by transferror or transferee of
portion of a mining lease:

[ASSEMBLY.] Private Property.
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Tfm MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words "in Coun-
cii" be struck out.

Put and passed, and clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 30-agreed to.
Clause Si-Pendency of application de-

fined:
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

flu amendment, that the words "in Coun-
cil" be struck out.

Put and passed.
TimE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that the word
"part," in sub-clause 3, line 4, be struck
out, and "Act!" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause .32-Lease to continue in opera-
tion during pendency of application for
renewal:

T!Hn MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words "in Coun-
cil" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause A
amended agreed to.

Canuses 33 to 44, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 45-Amalgamation. of leases

and claims; lien for wages; caveats:
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that the word "part," in
line 3, be struck out, and "Act" inserted
in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 46-Private lands may he ex-
cepted from mining:

Tarn MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words "in Coun-
cil," in lines 1 and 5, be struck out,

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 41-Easements over private
land:

THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words "in Coun
eil" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 48-agreed to.
Clause'49-Lessee no right to impound

or molest say animal belonging to the
owvner on land, unless fenced:

THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the word "the" in
line 1 be struck out, and "any" inserted
in lieu thereof. I

Put and passed.
T!Hn MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that after the
word "lessee," in line 1, "licensee or claim-
holder" be inserted.

Put and passed.
TaE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendmnent, that the words 'thc
said," in line 4, be struck out and "any
adjoining" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.
THn MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that the words "the
said land so demised under," in line 7,
be struck out and "and any land occupied
under the provisions of" inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed.
TRH MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that the words "the
said," in line 12, be struck out and "such
adjoining" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amiendmnent, that the words "so
demised," in line 12, be struck out.

Put and passed.
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

a further amendment, that alter the word
"lessee," in line 12, "licensee or claim-
holder" be inserted.

Put and p)Ieed.
THE MINISTER OF MINE S moved as

further ainendments, that the words
",such lessee," in line 7, page 20, be
struck out and "him" inserted in lieu
thereof ; that "demised," in the samie line
be struck out, and "Occupied" inserted in
lieu thereof ; that "to the said lessee," line
8, be struck out ; and that at the end of
the clause, the words "licensee or claim-
holder" be inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
Iclause as amended agreed to.

Clause 50-Power for the Governor-in-
ICouncil to grant licenses to construict
drives through land occupied for &jning
purposes:

Tan MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the wvords "in Council," line 9, be
struck out.

Put and passed, and the. clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 51 to 54, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 55-Power to make Regula-

tions:
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Tnri MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words "in Coun-
cii" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 56-agreed to.
Clause 5I-Regulations to be made:-
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,

as amendments, that the words "in Coun-
cil" be struck out, and "but not other-
wise" inserted in lieu thereof; also that
the word "and," line 3, he struck out;
aiso that after the word "innend," line 3,
"and repeal" 1)e inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 58 to 62, inclusive-agreed to.
S chedule-agreed to.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSUE BIlL
No. 2 (BARDOC, BEVERLEY, Etc.).

SECOND BEADING.

TUR COMMISSIONER OF CROWN~
LAINDS (Hon. G. Throssell), in moving
the second reading, said :This is a Bill to
othorise the closing of certain roads and
,treets in various towns and districts ;
.and I do not know that it calls for any
special statement on my part, for it
speakis for itself. I believe the closing of
the roads and streets referred to has be-
come necessary. Members have the in-
formiation before them, and I therefore
wove the second reading, of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IV COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted ito
the Legislative Council.

At 6.28 p.m. the SPEAKER left 6e

chair.

At 7.30 the SPEARER resumed the chair.

ANNUAL ESTIATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Consideration resumed (from the last
sitting) at page 44.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (Director,
Eon. F. H. Fiesse).

STATEMENT ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Vote, General Division, £162,997 10s.
7d.

THE DIRE&I'R OF PUBLIC WORKS:
As announced at the last sitting of the
House, I regret that the time then at my
disposal did not permit me to complete
my address in connection with the Public
Works Estimate%, which I therefore post-
poned until this evening. As we have
now reached the first item of public works,
it is my intention to make a brief State-
ment with regard to the Public Works
Estimates for the year, as set forth in the
Public Works Report, which has been
placed before hon. members. It will be
noticed, by those who have referred to the
report, that the last year's expenditure
has been the largest in the history of the
Works Department ; and of course it is
hardly, necessary to point this out to hon.
members, for the reason that, in making
his Financial Statement to this House, the
Premier touched on this point, and Said
the expenditure had, during the year, been
the largest on record. The amount ex-
pended- from loan funds was £1,940,705;
from revenue, £841,241 ; or a total of
£2,787,946. There was expended in
England in connection with rolling stock,
rails, fastenings, etc., a Sum of £165,000,
and in the colony L-2,022,946. The prin-
cipal items upon which these amounts
were expended were in connection
with the railways and tramways.
The amount expended from revenue
in this direction was £46,255, and
from loan £1,337,770 ; totalling
£1,383,868. On harbour and river
improvements the amount expended
from revenue was £1 25,551, and from loan
£28,100, totalling £163,651 ; this total
being exclusive of the Fremantle harbour
works, on which the amount expended was
£165,569 from loan funds. On public
buildings and works, the amount expended
was £413,574 from revenue, and £6,394
from loan; making a total of £419,968.
In regard to the Small amount thus spent
from loan, r may point out that the items
are balances of loan votes which were pas-
sed some years ago. For instance, in
connection with works at Geraldton
th-e was a small balance; also at dif-
ferent places throughout the colony small

Ibalances had remained in connection with
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various public buildings and works; and
as these balances were available, it wvas
decided to make use, of them by expend-
ing them on works which were carried
out in those places. On water conserva-
tion and stoDck moutes, this being an im-
portant item, we find that from revenue
we expended £41,375, and from loan
£175,891, or a total of £217,266. This
also is a very large amount, and points to
the fact that conservation of water and
the opening of stock routes have not been
lost sight of by the Government. In ad-
dition to this we find that on the item of
roads and bridges the large amount of
£109,580 was expended from revenue, and
£11,819 from loan, or a total of £121,390.
In boring for coal and on m~iscellaneous
works we expended.£29,187 from revenue,
and £50,180 from loan; totalling
£79,361. The consolidated revenue es-
timates authorised us to expend a total
of £1,028,118, as follows: -Public Works,
£474,454; buildings, £553,664. In pur-
suance of the programme which 'ye set out
in the early part of the year, these works
were proceeded with vigorously; but as
the year went on we found there was a.
necessity for curtailing the expenditur,
ad lessening the carrying out of the
works ; consequently the department did

ecytig in its power to reduce the ex-penditure, with the result that we saved
£180,000 upon the amounts which we had
estimated to expend within the year. It
has been said that the Works Department
is responsible for the deficit ; but I think
the Premier, in referring to that matter
in his Financial Statement, pointed out
that the department succeeded, in conse-
quence of the curtailment of expenditure
in the latter part of the year, in saving
the amount of £180,000 which would
otherwise have been expended as author-
ised-

M. ILUN4GwORTB: What do you mean
by "saving"2

THe DIRECITOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: We did not expend the whole
amount we were authorised to expend, and
which we should have expended if we had
gone on with all the works authorised.

MR. IluNrowonrT: Is it not a fact that
you pushed some works forward to the
next year-not that you abandoned them?

Tas DIRECTYOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Of course there are bound io

Ibe a, number of works carried into 'm-
iother year, and that is generally thoe ante;
but had we not adopted this policy of cur-
tailment, we would have expended the
whole of the amount authorised to be
spent on works and buildings, and if we
had carried out all those works, they would
probably have swelled the actual expendi-
ture by another £50,000 or £70,000. But,
immediately we found that there was a
necessity to curtail the expenditure, only
those works which were absolutely neces-
sary were put in hand. Therefore, am I
have pointed out, we were able to avoid
expending the whole of the amount which
Parliament had voted for expenditure. To

Idcearly put the position before the Comn-
mitteL, I give a statement which was pre-
pared showing the amounts voted for ex-
penditure on the Estimates, and the
amounts over-spent or under-spent by the
different departments of the State. I
do not wish, of course, to place this be-
fore hon. members with a view to showing
what the other departments expended, but
merely want to put myself right as the
Minister in control of this department.
We have been accused of all kinds of ex-
travagance, and all kinds of reckless ex-
penditure; and so many hard things have
been said about us in connection with the
department, that I would like to show to
the Committee that, if it had not been for
the efforts wbiob werenmade by this depart-
ment, the result pQf the yeats operations
would not have been so satisfactory to
the country as it has been. Of course we
find that the amounts of the different de-

paruiets et utin this statement have
been much exceeded in rome instances ;
but we find in regard to the Public Works
Department, as I pointed out before, that
the vote of £1,028,118, and the expendi-
ture of £847,238 meant that we made the

isaving to which I have referred, equal to
17.60 per cent. on the amounts which we
were entitled to expend.

Ma. ILiNOwbRTH: How do you make
out that YOU are saving, when you have
to spend it?
ITir DI~RECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The railways and tramways vote was
£866,396, and the expenditure was
X8352,647, which resulted in a saving in
expenditure of £13,749, or 1.58 per cent.
The amount voted for the Works, Depart-
ment was £1,028,18; the actual1 ex-
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penditure was £847,238, showing a saving
of £180,880, equal to 17.60 per cent.
Thus, had other departments spent only
the amounts voted, and if the amount
umderspent by the Works Department
were taken into consideration, the deficit
resulting would have been £t6,000 only,
instead of that actually realised,
£186,804; and, further, if the amount
underspent by the Railways Department
were taken ;nto consideration, the deficit
realised would have actually been con-
verted into a surplus of £7,700. So soon
as, the department realised that the anti-
cipated revenue would fall short of the
estimate, immediate steps were taken to
exercise rigid economy, not only with re-
g(ard to works, but in connection with the
staff ; and during the six months ending
the 30th June: 1897, no less than one
hundred officers were retrenched, the net
decrease for the year being seventy. It
has been stated that we did not commence
our retrenchment as early as we might
ha ve done; but I should like to point out,
too, that this is the only department
which really commenced the retrenchment
early in the year. Of course I do not say
this; to put one department against an-
other, but to show that I recognised early
in the year that there was a. necessity for
retrenchment. I commenced at once,
with a desire to cut down expenditure,
to bring about a reduction in the staff,I
with the result that is shown by the
report.

MaR. ILUNe WORTH : Hlow much did you
save? Because that is actual aving.

THE DIRECTfOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
T hanve the exact figures, which I will give
presently. It must be borne in mind
that, in curtailing the expenditure the de-
partinent was considerably hampered by
the fact that shortly after the Estimates
were passed, a large majority of the works
provided for on last year's Estimates,
something between £400,000 and
£e500,000, had been aetuatIv commenced.
If we had then only those works too com-
mience at the beginning of the year, a
iiuch larger saving would have been
effected:. but, not having the opportunity
of saving upon that large proportion of
the worksz, wve could only turn our atten-
tion to work, which had not commenced.
If hion. members will look to thist fact,
they will find that if it had been possible

to have reduced the expenditure earlier
in the year, every effort would have been
made to reduce it; but we were bound to
M~eet our obligations, and therefore quite
eigrht or nine months had gone by be-
fore I was able to do anything in the way
of curtailing expenditure; that is, in a
way which would affect the spending of
the department. Now, although a large
saving was made last year in regard to
the expenditure, I should like to point
out that this cannot be done this year.
If hon. members will refer to the Esti-
mates, they will find that the amount
asked for thisi year, including "depart-
mental," is only £,379,000, which, allow-
ing £46,000 for the departmaehtal expendi-
ture in connection with salaries and so
forth, will leave only an amount of
£-333,000, This is a much lower amount
than has been expended during the last
five years; consequently, during this
year there can be no prospect--indeed
there is no prospect-of saving very much
out of this sum. of £,333,000. Therefore
the House may expect that the whole of
this amount will be expended, excepting
perhaps in respect of some works which
are not considered extremely urgent; or,
in regard to the administration of the
department, where any money can be
saved ; or, in regard also to additions and
repairs to buildings, where any money
can be saved. I should like to point out
that every effort will be made to exercise
the most rigid economy in connection
with such expenditure. We find, for in
stace, that we have something like
£40,000 set down for additions and im-
provements to buildings; and, in con-
nection with works of that character upon
which a. saving can be made, I wish it to
bie understood that every effort will be
mde to save.

)IR. ILLIlNoWOaTn: All those works will
have to be done.

Ts DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
%VORKS: Of course 1 should like the
Committee to understand this too, that
during the last two or three years our
policy has been to carry out our works
wyith the greatest possible despatch ; and
the result has been that all these build-
ings hatre had to be furnished wherever
they have been erected. It is not like
put ting- a small amount. of furniture into
an old building, or adding to a building:

[ASSEMBLY.-'i Statement on Workit,
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but all these new buildings needed at
large amount of furniture; and a good
deal of expenditure has been incurred in
connection with their upkeep, so that this
has been a very heavy item. I aun glad
to say that as most of the buildings are
complete, or nearing completion, end as.
Most Of themi are furnished, items of an
extraneous character, which are neces-
sary and are not provided for specially,
will not be so numerous in the future as
they have been in the past. Withi tr
gard to the total loan money expenditure
ruadc up to the end of June last, this
amounted to £8,583,750, of which a few
of the principal items are.-Rilways
and trameways, X5,9.31,.372;. harbour and
river improvements, £1,020,890 ; stock
routes and water conservation, £486,955.
The first two items need very little ex-
planation, because I dealt with them in
the Railway Estimates; and with regard
to stock routes and water conservation,
the amount expended to date being
£4186,955, I may say that a considerable
portion of this amount has been expended
on the goldfields for water conservation
there, also in connection with the reser-
voirs and other works which have been
carried out throughout the length and
breadth of the goldfields; so that the
work actually connected with stock routes
has not been of a, heavy character.

Ma. A. FORREST: How much has been
spent on. stock routes?

TH4E DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The details the bon. member
asks for will be round in the report,
thougrh the iteis are luwaped together in
the summary I have given. On public
buildings it will be found that the total
amount expended out of loan last yeair
was £,138,173. It will be found that
this amount is small as compared w~ith
the large amiount expended on other
works out of loan; showing, as it does,
that this colony has not expended much
money out of loan upon buildings, and
I think we should be gratified to find it
has not done so. I maty say, too, that
persons from the eastern colonies who
have visited Western Australia have fre-
quently, in talking over this, matter-, con-
gratulated us upon our not having spent
much mioney on buildings out of loan
moneys. Most of our buildings, except
those represented by this small amount-

small as comnpared with the large expendi-
ture of the department-have been paid
for out of revenue ; therefore they are
not a direut charge upon the State in the
way of interest. Of course, if capitaiised,
there is no doubt they would Mean a
large, su of money; but we have not
to provide the interest on the money ex-
pended for those buildings; therefore I
consider this a satisfactory state, of
things, for the reason that the larger
Works, which have absorbed nearly the
whole of the amount of loan mioneys, are
interest-paying. For instance, I have
shown that the railways now open relpre-
sent £5-,931,000, or nearly six inillions; of
the £8,500,000 expended, and are paying
a profit on capital of 4.62 per vent. ; so
that this is'a most satisfactory state of
things, although, as I pointed out before,
the profits are not so good as they were
last year. Now, with regard to the cost
of administration, I want to show how
ire can consomise. Although we have
endeavaured to economise in every way
possible, as regardsm the expenditure in
connection with buildingrs, I will show by
what mnethod we can economise in con-
nection with our administration, and that
is by centralising. If we could bring all
our departments together within one
building, and do the whole of our official
work there, by administering the depart-
ments front one office, there would be a
great saving. Of course the exigencies
of the service have, caused us to provide
a large staff to carry, on the work, and it
has been difficult to get that staff into
anything like a central position so that
it could be administered from one set of
buildingrs. As we all know, they have
been scattered aill over the city, in three
or four different sets of offices ; but, with
the exception of the survey branch, we
have succeeded in bringing together into
the old barracks all the branches of the
department; therefore one step has been
taken towardsi centralising the whole of
the officers in this, department. If we
couild bringr the whole of tbe branches
under one roof, there would be an im-
mense saving-in fact I think a saving
of quite 1.5 to 2fl per cent. in the cost of
administration. This of course cannot
be done just now. It was hoped that,
this year, we should have been able,
either to have provided a new building
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for this purpose, or to have put up some
temporary buildings at the barracks, ano
thus brought the whole of the staff to-
gether ; but, unfortunately, it was impos-
sible to do this, As you know, large
buildings were erected in the centre of
this city, which were supposed to be large
enough to house many branches of the
public service ; but the way in which the
service has grown caused all the new
offices to be immediately taken up by the
different departments which were then
in the building; and as it has been my
object to reduce, as far as possible, the
cost under this head, we have, wherever
possible, brought the different depart-
inents into the new buildings which have
been erected. The Engineer-in-Chef has
dealt with this subject in a portion of his
report, and the Under Secretary for Pub-
lic Works has also dealt with it. If you
will refer to the report Of last year, you
will find it there; and I also dealt with
it myself at the time, but was unable to
do anything in consequencie of our not
being in a. position to erect the new build-
ing. The different works which have been
carried our during the year it is hardly
necessary for me to deal with in detail,
because you have before you this year
the report, which has not been in your
hands at so early a date before; conse-
quently I hope hon. members will take the
Opportunity of looking through it. I
need not say much about it. With re-
gard to the Fremantle harbour works, as
we know those works have been carried
out very expeditiously, and we have ex-
pended upon the main scheme this yea-r
X163,562. The total length of wharf
opened during the year, including that
portiod opened last year, amounts to
5,750 feet. The south mole, which was
nearing completion at the time I placed
my statement before the House last year,
has been finished, and nearly the whole
of the blasting has also been completed.
The dredging is in at fair way of progress,
and arrangements are being made for the
addition of dredges. Two more dredges
are to be imported, one of which should
arrive early next year, the other following
soon afterwards, and these, together with
a, number of dredges ordered, should as-
sist us in very expeditiously carrying out
the remainder of this great work. As I
pointed out with regard to roads and

bridges, a large amount has been ex-
pended, and it wvill be shown that
throughout the length and breadth of the
colony, all the works put in hand are
completed, many useful works having been
carried out in various parts of the colony.
With regard to sewerage and water sup-
ply for towns, although it was announced
that the Government intended proceeding
with the sewerage works this year, it has
since been decided not to proceed with
them at present; but the department
"which has them in haad has sufficient to
occupy its time, under Air. Hodgson, by
carrying out the work in connection with
the Coolgardie water scheme, although
there is a small branch still engaged in
obtaining more information in regard to
the sewerage works, which will be avail-
able by the time it is needed. The ar-
tesian boring carried out in different
places is fully dealt with in the report, it
being proved that we have a&large supply
of artesian wvater ; the bore at Guildford
being the most recent, and giving a yield
of something over one million gallons per
day. The water supply on the fields,
too, has occupied a good deal Qf attention
during the year, but although a large
number of tanks were constructed, I am
sorry to say that very few of them have
been filled with Water. Three or four are
filled, hut, with regard to the remainder,
there has been very little rain with which

Ito fill them. As to the wells on the gold-
fields, it has been decided this year to
lease at large number of them, the reason
being that it will reduce the cost of main-
tenance, and, in my opinion, it is a right
step) to take, because withou~t it there
would be a necessity to engage men to
look after these wells, and pay high sal-
aries in outlying districts. I made en-
quiry, and found it would be possible in
nMany instances to obtain a revenue by
leasingr them, and, as I say, effect a. say-
ing in the cost of maintenance. Wells
will be leased on certain conditions, so as
not to give the leaseholder a monopoly,
aind the water will be sold under certain
conditions as regairds price, so that the
public will not have to pay any more for
the water than at present. The price will
be the same, and, in accordance with the
conditions, people will be supplied as they
have been by the Government. The ar-
chiitectutratl department, which is at depart-
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meat that, of course, more closely comes
under the notice of most members, and
one "%hich has received a goo deal of
censure from time to time, bas, I am glad
to say, done a very great deal of good
work during, the past year. The total
amount expended was £441,681, as
pointed out before in my opening remarks.
The programme, of course, has been a
heavy one, and although a great deal of
comment has been made with regard to
the class of buildings erected, still 1
think that on the whole the class of work
put into these buildings is of the very best
character ; the designs which have been
adopted during the past year or eighteen
months are improved ;and in every way
sve have endeavoured, as far as possible,
to make them as cheap as "e could, con-
sistent with good work. We have gone
in for the plainest class of building where
necessary, and, in fact, in some of our
larger buildings 'we have endeavoured to
do away with all unnecessary ornamenta-
tion. This work has been carried out
during the year without increasing the
staff. In fact it wvas one of the depart-
ments in which it was found necessary to
reduce the staff. As I pointed out, im-
mediately the necessity had arisen, the
staff was reduced from 168 to 91, and
owing to the small number of works which
are provided for in this year's Estimates,
it is still further proposed to reduce the
staff to 412, so that by the end of the year
the staff should be very considerably re-
duced. Of course, a great many of those
who are now employed in the department
appear on the Estimates ;but if m~embers~
refer t., the Estimates, they will find these
are only provided for in relation to a
posrtion of the year ; consequently if the
necessity does not arise during the next
year for greater expenditure, the Esti-
mates presented to thc House next year,
as regards the staff, should be very much
smaller than this 'Year. There is one very
useful work which has been carried out
by this department during the year, which
I would like to mention. I refer to the
standardisation of plans. The whole of
the building~s of such a character as may
be repeated throughout the country have
been standardised, and I an pleascd to
say this has effected a very considerable
saving. For instance, schools of different
kinds hare been standardised, and the.

standards have been arrived at after con-
sultation with those who are likely to re-
quire schools. For instance, the Inspec-
tor General has met the officers of our
department, and he has discussed the
matter with them. They have come to
some understanding as to what type of
school should be erected; and, by be-
ing arranged numerically, they can come
to some understanding as to the number
of childrcn requiring to be accommodated.
It is not difficult then to decide upon the
plan of a building required for a locality
in accordance with the number of child-
ren. Consequently we save a good deal
of time, and a good deal of money also,
in having schools of this character stan-
dardised, and also having our plan ready
for going on with the work. This applies
also to all buildings of the character of
hospitals, police stations, telegraph sta-
tions, post offices, and other works
of that kind. Of course it
entailed a good deal of work in
the first instance; but now the plans
have all been completed, there should be
no difficulty in the future in dealing with
small buildings of the character I have
mentioned. We have been working on
the standard plan for some time. There
is one thing I would like to mention.
Wh~ith the concurrence of the House I can-
not do better than read a short paragraph
from the report, because "-e are often
blamed for many things which really the
department should not be blamed for.
For instance, if a, building has been re-
quired in a certain place, and the building
erected has not been of the character, or
type, which it was considered it should
have been, the whole of the blame has
fallen upon the Public Works Department.
I think we have quite enough to bear as
it is, without having cast upon us the
blame which should be attached to other
peonle. It is very clearly set forth, I
think, in the report, which I will read.
The report says:-

The Public Works Department is of ten sub-
jected to adverse comment, and held respen-
sible in the minds of some for the initiation
and location of public buildings. I think it
is only fair that I should emphasise the fact
that the department is credited with a great
deal more influence and power in this connec-
tion that it actually possesses Its arebitec-
turdl section is purely executive, and merely
puts into effect the wishes expressed by Par-
liamnent per medium of the Estimates. It is,
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in fact, in a position anslagous to that of a
private architect who sets on the instructions
of his clients, on the reasonable assumption that
they are the best judges of their own require-
ments. I thinkt it must be admitted that the
Public Works Department is not in a position
to express an opinion as to whether, for in-
stance, a school, a post-office, or a hospital,
sbould be erected in any given place. Otber
advisers of the Government are in a position
to do this, inasmuch as it comes within their
special province to know the number of
children, the pastal business transacted, or the
number of indigent sick in any given locality.
Pursuant to this conception of our functions,
plans are invariably submitted for approval to
the department concerned, and the Public
Works Department does not eret any building
otherwise, for it has no data on which to
decide, say the size of a school or hospital.
whether it is to accommodate 20 or 100 scholars
or patients, as the case mnay be.
Now I think that often we are asked to do
things, and are probably charged with de-
lay in connection with these works, when
the information which we shoold have ob-
tained, and which should have been given
by other departments, has not been forth-
coming. I frequently have pointed this
out, because it means that. we are not sup-
posed, for instance, to know what is re-
quired perhaps in a certain locality for
another department, for a school or a
hospital. Although many times hospi-
tals which have been erected have been
said to be too large, or to afford too much
accommodation, and we have been accused
of extravagance in having carried out the
work said to be too costly, I would point
out that we have been charged with doing
things which really we were not respon-
sible for. The Medical Department have
stated what they required, and in fact
they have insisted upon having these
things done; and while they are within
the estimate, we have tor, as far as pos-
sible, meet the wishes of the different de-
partments, and get the work carried out
according to their requirements. There-
fore I cannot sea how the Public Works
Department are to be blamed for carrying
out the work, which after all has provided

alecommodation f6r the requirements of
other departments.

MIL ILLTNGWORTHI: And the aecomnnioda-
tion costs twice as much as it ought to do.

Tum DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WO RKS:
That follows, I suppose, according to the
bon. member's idea.

Mn. LianE: You have no check.

TE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
We have a check. When the accommoda-

Ition asked for is shown to be necessary,
the work has to be put in hand ; but do
nob blame a department which, after all,
has nothing to do with the nature of the
accommodation, because we are not sup-
posed to know whether the accommoda-
tion is needed or not.

'MR. LEAKE: As long as you have the
money, you do not care how it is spent.

Tirs DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
That is about it. With regard to the ac.
countant's branch, that is another branch
which of course has grown largely; but it
has been found necessary to deal with the

Ilarge public expenditure which has, gone
on from time to time. Instead of the ac-
counts being paid to the public creditor
through the Treasurer over the counter.
a good deal! of money, in fact most of it.
is paid by the Public Works accountant:
therefore a large staff has become neces-
sary. But, in consequence of the reduc-
tion in the expenditure, it will be found
necessary to reduce this too, like all other
departments. I may say the work has
been carried out very satisfactorily, al-
though some friction has existed which,
no doubt, will be dealt with in connectiolL
with a matter now before the House-a
motion which a. member intends to move.
I hope to be able to deal with that when
the subject is brought forward, and 1 wili
reserve any remarks with regard to this
officer. Still, I may say that on the
whole the department has worked most
satisfactorily. What I hav&- to do is to
speak of the office and the work as carried
out; and the Auditor General, who, after
all, wats the best judge of this, has given a
most satisfactory account of the Public
Works atccountant brunch during- the year.
With regard to the Cool Storage Depart-
ment1 that is another departmient which
comes under the control of the Public
Works Department, but which properly
should beounder the control of the Agricul-
tural department. I asked iii;- hon. col-

Ileague to take over this department last
year, because I considered that as it was
built entirely out of funds; for the dpvelop-
mient of ag-riculture, it should he under
the control of that department. It is
really builtI for the purpose of encouraging
the production of food stuffs and perish-

~able goods, and for the protection of those

[ASSEMBLY.] Statement on Works.
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goods ; and I think that instead of that
being left as it has been under the Public
Works fl.partiuent, it is reasonable for
this departmient flu to be relieved of it. I
certainly consider it a work, or department,
which could perhaps be as well managed
and better looked after by the Agricultural
Department in consequence of the nature
of its work, than it can be by the Public
Works Department. The department has
had, daring the past year, an income from
this source of £2,578, the expenditure
being Z2,0159, there being thus a profit of
V1'19 s o there hasbeen no, expense to the
State in connection with this department.
it has given a very good return indeed ;
so that, after all, if the Agricultural De-
partment had taken it over, they would
have had a paying department to handle.
With regard to the question of these large
works, in connection with which the de-
paltilient have alwayi- bten charged with
extravagance in relation to the designing
and so forth-I refer to the Mint, the Ob-
servatory, and various buildings of that
kind-as I pointed out when speaking on
the Address-in-Reply, it is hardly fair to
blame the department for these designs.
The Mint is a work in regard to which we
really followed out the designs supplied
from England, and subsequently it was
found necessary to make greater additions
to it in consequence of the large output of
gold ; hut immediately mention was made
of the fact, it was said this department
wash rcempflsilble for the increased expendi-
ture.

A MSmEiim Whatt is the total cost of
the Mint?

Tan DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
About £40,000 sfltogether. Although
the work has been completed for the last
seven or eight weeks, still there is a great
deal more to do in connection with fitting
up machinery, which is no part of the Pub-
lic Works undertaking. As I said before,
it is very difficult to deal with a, subject
like this after the report has been placed
upon the table. It would have been far
easier and more interesting for me if I
could have dealt with a question of this
kind before placing that report on the
table, for the reason that the report hav-
ing been brought forward, it gives mem-
bers most Of the facts which I have to de-
liver to them to-night. Most of my re-
marks will come to them second-band, and

not be so interesting. It is, I say, not
so easy to give an interesting account of
what has been done; but as the report has
been placed before members, and as that
report, I take it, gives full information,
there is no necessity for me to deal at fur-
ther length with the Public Works report
in detail. All I have to say, in con-
clusion, with regard to wvorks generally,
is that although there has been a very
large expenditure, asr I pointed out, still
after all, the department should not be
blamed for that very large expenditure.
It is really carrying out the wishes of Par-
liament. A very large amount was voted,
and prior to the last year or 18 months
we always have had it said that, no matter
what money was voted by the House for
certain works, the works were to be carried
out, and despatch was necessary. Of
course the great object has been to push
ahead. Every part of this country has
wanted us to carry out these works
with despatch, and we know very well
the large extent of country over which
our administration extends. We know,
too, that the inspection necessary
for carrying out these large worksa
means a very great increase of the
cost in connection with the administration
of the department. Members will, I
think, see, therefore, that although there
has been such a large number of works,
still after all, taking all the facts into con-
sideration, including the increased cost of
everything during the last two years, the
works have been carried out on a fairly
economical basis. The officers of the de-
partment have been most zealous in their
work, and I cannot speak too highly of
the heads of the different branches
who Eanve from time to time responded to
the calls which have been made upon them.
They have been over-burdened with work,
in most instances, and the consequence is
that, if the country is to have these works
carried out economically, there should not
be such a large programme of works under-
taken as was undertaken during the past
year or two. This will enable us during
the present year to overtake arrears, and
I hope the result will be satisfactory to
the House. and the country. I cannot
conclude these remarks without again em-
phasisinig the tact that, notwithstanding
all that has been said in connection with
this department, aind considering also
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that, no matter what service is required,
whether it be on the far distant goldfields
in connection with our water supply, or
whether it be in connection with our pub-
lic buildings, our stock routes, our roads,
our water supply in towns, or other re-
quirements in the country, all the officers
of the department have responded to the
calls upon them in a way for which I give
them credit. And I think too that, now
we have Come to the end of most of the
large works, the Committee, will, after all.
in looaking into the facts of the case, agree
with me that every care has been exer-
cised in connection with the exp~nditure-
Although. it has been so frequently said
the works have cost more than they
should have done, yet if we look round we
shall see that the cause is due in a great
measure to the increased cost of all mate-
rials required in these, works, also the
high rate of wages we have had to pay;
and, allowing for all these, I think our
works will compare most favourably with
those which have been carried out by pri-
vate individuals.

[Debate ensued on the Works Esti-
match, generally.]I

MR. ILLINGWORT'H: In dealing with
these items in the Works Estimates, it
was desirable to know how much of the
works were redly begun and how much
wvere transfersi from last year; and, as, to
the transfers, how did they represent the
£180,880 said to have been saved from
last year. The only saving which could
be made in the working of the department
would be in the reduction of the, men em-
ployed, To have postponed works from
last year- Until this year was not a saving,
because the works had to, be provided for
in the present year. He bad already
urged the necessity for a reduction in the
expenditure. of the Works Department, as
one of the great spending departments;
and he did not see, how there could be
much saving effected in other depart-
mnents. Were these works all in band, or
so definitely promised that they could not
be stayed ? Were there any items in
these works that could be struck out, or
which the Government could reduce in the
recess 7

TEE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKE)
These works which were provided for in
the Estimates for the year were princi-
pally in connection with schools. and were

all in hand. With the exception of about
twelve items on the Estimates, all the
works were in hand, and those which were
not in hand were absolutely necessary.

MA. HOLMES: Members who wished
to reduce the expenditure did not desire
to have wholesale retrenchments of eivl
servants who were doing good work for the
country; but members desired to have a
careful public works policy and an econo-
mical handling of the funds. As to the
assurance that nearly £,190,000 had been
saved during the year as compared with
the authorisations, there was also a pre-
vious statement made by the Director of
Public Works to a newspaper reporter,
when interviewed some months ago, to
the effect that he saw dg early as Septemn-
ber, 1897, the necessity for re-
trenchment. Therefore, while nm--
herb must look to the Director
of Public Works for guidance ii, [as.-
ing the Works E&titnatea, one must say
that, if the House could have known 12
months ago that there was going to be
such lavish and reckless expenditure dur-
ing the year as had actually taken place,
notwithstanding this saving of £190,000,
this House would certainly not have
passed those Estimates. It also ap-
peared that the works authorised by Par-
liament last year amounted to £240,000
more than were actually completed, and
yet only £190,000 of the amount voted
remadined Unspent; therefore it inmst fol-
low that there bad been a reckless expen-
diture on work% to the extent of £52,000.
as the difference between the antJL'nt
authorised to lie spent and the amount re-
maining unspent. That point needed ex-
planation. Mfembers ware told also that
the Government stores at Fremantle re-
presented £500,000.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBhIC WORKS:
£400,000.

MIR. HOLMES : Well, he wait prep 3r -
to admit the stores might have cost
£400,000 ; but how had the stores a'icu-
mulated? One instance would ill-i irate_
the system. The Works flepartm2nt.
undertook to build a swing-bridge at Vie-
mantle, some time ago; and after the
contr-act had been let some one discovered
that a swing-bridge would not act 'sati~-
fa'Acrily, and the particular work was rov
gcne on with. The contracto.-, wten
consulted, said he had expended £l1 .('0
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fu~r lifting-gear in connection wit. the
swing-bridge; and, as he required it10
IcLsatUon, the result was that the £1,090
wcrth of gear was handed over to the
Gcvernment storekeeper, and was credited
a~s stores, instead of charging the £1,000
towards the cost of that work. The
actual value of the gear taken over was
to-day what it would fetch as scrap, un-
less some other works were undertaken in
which the gear could be used, and that
was very doubtful. This instance showed
how stores had accumulated at Fre-
mantle. He understood the Treasurer had
given instructions that no more stores
were to be imported; but, if that were
so, the effect would be that some stores
would have to be purchased locally, at
any price that might be required.

MR. Dounsary: Why not give local in-
dustry a chancelI

Ma. HOLMES: The systema of ordering
stores was to make out an indent and
send it to the Storekeeper, and he Bent
it on to London; and when the stores
were eventually landed at Fremantle, the
particular officers were advised accord-
ingly ; but in some cases the work fo:-
which those stores had been ordered was
found to have been abandoned in the
iiaeantinie. This also showed how the
stores had accumulated at Fremnantle;
andi any ordinary person would value the
present accumulation at about half the
cost. If the Government would pursue
a careful, business-like policy in the ex-
penditure3 of public money, they would
find mtany hon. members willing to Sup-
port them : but if they continued the
reckless policy which they had carried out
in the past, be at all events would not be
found talking from the Government side
of the House- He found officers were al-
lowed to go out to all parts of the country
superintending works, and were allowed
to draw on the Treasury for what were
known as "field orders," items of that sort
appearing in the Estimates at page 46.

MRl. DOHERTY: What was the number of
the items I

MR. HOLMES: When the time came
for settlement in connection with these
field orders, the particular officers, were
not always to be found, and yet Parlia-
ment was no"- asked to recoup this ex-
penditure. No attempt appeared to
have been made in the Estimates, this

year, to reduce many of the officers and
heads of departments ; and he found, for
instance, that the supervision of buildings
was to cost thei country as much this year
as it did last, although the new buildings
were not to be nearly so numerous. With
regard to the Ashlburton jetty, which cost
over £12,000, he had been told the Gov-
ernment wvere informed by the engineer
who went up to survey the work that, if
it was constructed at that particular spot,
the first storm would blow it away ; and
the result was as predicted. The first
storm demolished the structure.

MR. A. FORREST:
g'etter; not bolted.

MR. HOLMES:
the more serious,
enough supervisors
the work carried
Director of Public
had done his best

It was only nailed to-

That made the thing
for surely there were
and inspectors to see
out properly. The

Works, although he
for the country, had

men attached to his department for whomn
the country could not find the money to
carry out their expensive ideas. He (Mr.
Holmes) would do his best to assist in re-
ducing the officers drawinj large salaries,
which some of them undoubtedly did not
earn.

Mln. A. FORREST: The enormous ter-
ritory over which the woiks represented
in this vote ware scattered rendered it
difficult for private members to criticise
p~articular items. All who; travelled
through the country knew that, rightly or
wrongly, there wvas a large expenditure of
public money in connection with this de-
partment, and that it was not always
spent in the most economical way. Pub-
lic buildings wvere erected in a style beyond
the colony's requiremenfs. The expendi-
ture in respect of the new post-office at
Kalgoorlie, and public buildings in Cool-
gardie, was quite unjustifiable at the pre-
sent time. Naturally, the Parliamentary
representatives and the inhabitants of
these districts demanded buildings worthy
of them; huE such buildings were beyond
the colony's means, and the same could
be said of public buildings generally
throughout the counfry. From an archi-
tectural point of view, they were most ex-
travagantly constructed.

AIR. DOHERY: That remark could not
apply to the North,

MR. A. FORREST: No; the Govern-
ment never spent any money in the North,
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except on Jetties. An instance of such
expenditure would be found in the Ash-
burton jetty, where the planks were glued
together or fastened with a few spikes,
and the first storm blew tU6 structure
away. 'The catastrophe could hardly be
laid at the door of the Director of Public
W~orks, who doubtless trusted his officers;
but the Committee should find out who
the contractors were, and wh~y the iflsp)ec-
tor in charge passed such work. It could
hardly be supposed that the inspector
would allow- the work to, be slummed un-
less he were well paid for it. Had he (Mr.
A. Forrest) been in the position of the
Mfinister, he would have insisted upon an
inquiry-

MR. HoiLmE: There was a chief inspec-
tor's office in Perth.

MR. A. FORREST: Rut this work was
thousands of miles away, and the head of
the department could not possibly watch
all the work in course of construction
throughout the colony. As he had main-
tained for many years, the department
was too big; and the railways must be
separated from the works. No one mem-
her of the Ministry, no matter how capable,
could manage both. Though the present
Minister worked almost night and day, he
could not do everything. The, Govern-
meat should consider this matter during
recess, with a view to the separation of
the two departments. Something would
have to he Raid iu respect to the Salaries
fixed by the House. Hon. members could
not control the salaries of officers tempera-
rily appointed, but there was no reason
why the permanent staff should draw
higher salaries than those granted by Par-
liament. At a. later stage he would ask
why the salary of the Engineer-in-Chief,
which wits estimated at £1,500, appeared
as Z1,625. The extra sum of £125 should
have been put down as expenses, instead
of being included in the officer's salary.

Tail PREMIER: The officer did not re-
ceive that amount.

MR. A. FORREST: Hon. members
could only look at the papers placed be-
fore them-

MR. MOaGER: Did the hon. member
wish the Government supporters to sit in
Opposition 7

Mu . A. FORREST: Taking an inde-
pendent attitude on the Estimates, as he
prided himself in doing, yet he sunported

the Government generally. He congratu-
lated the Minister on the manner in
which the public works accounts had been
placed before the Committee, for, unlike
the railway accounts, they were clear and
comprehensible. The department would
doubtless receive from hon. members the
consideration it deserved, and any criti-
cisms would be taken by the Minister in
good part. The Works Department spent
practically the whole of the revenue of the
country, and hion. members must point
out where the department was in error,
and where money could be saved. Memn-
bers6 should keep themselves closely in
touch with what was going on, to prevent
reckless expenditure wherever possible
The Minister took credit for having saved
nearly £181,000 last year by spending
less than the authorisations. That was
a good thing, otberwise the Treasurer's
debit balance would have been increased
by that sum. The colony was passing
through a slight depression, which could
hardly last long ; but it believed
every man to let caution mark his way ;
and, in dealing with the items of these
votes, the Minister would doubtless be
willing to give the fullest answers to the
iimay questions which bon, members
might put.

Ma. LEARE: Members wvere asked to
pay for the extravagance of last year, and
were thus committed really to the coin-
pletion of many public works in hand.
The Government were bound by contract,
and if the wvrkswovrecon' pletetl, tile mney
must be paid, otherwise they would hav~e
suits for damages on all sides. The
Minister asked us, the other cycling, to
allowr him~ 12 months to consider his
position, and turn over a new leaf.
The Minister had not made an ap-
peal in regard to the Public Works
Department similar to that which lie
made in relation to the railways;
but members would have to give him
another 12 months to mend his ways.
When the Minister came back next year,
he ought to have a better tale to tell, and
a better account of his administration
generally. It was a curious excuse that
the Gove~rnment had to comply with the
demands of the members of each particu-
lar district. The fact was, 'Ministers could
not say "no.' Last year there was &general
election, and "no" would have been a nasty
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word, in those days. Undoubtedly a num-
ber of extravagant works had been dis-
tributed all over the country, and we had
to pay for them, and were face to face
with the fact that there was a difficulty in
finding the money. The revenue had de-
creased and the expenditure had increased.
He did not wonder at the wail coming from
the Government benches, and particularly
the Treasury benches; and, a.fter all, the
best thing that could be done was to ac-
cept the assurances which had been given,
and allow the Covernment enough rope
to hang themselves. That was the posi-
tion the Government would speedily find
themselves in, if they attempted to carry
out the public works policy disclosed in
the Estimates, in view of the financial
position of the country. There had not
been a, sufficient attempt to cut down all
round. The Director had saud that as
soon as he saw the revenue was falling off,
and retrenchment was necessary, he be-
gan to retrench. Retrenchment was
necessary oven in September last, on his
own admission; yet three months after-
wards he asked for a million to spend on
railways and buildings. There was no
attempt to retrench then. .The Minister
having committed the country to huge
contracts, the country - must find the
money;_-but this was not a fair way in
which to treat Parliament. It had been
pointed oat how extravagant some of the
public works had been ; one of them being
a jetty which blow away, another a use-
less drawbridge at Fremantle, and others
w-ere courthouses on the goldfields; also
at Geraldton, and all over the country.
There wvas no building in Perth which
came up to any of those, so far as suita-
bility to their purpose was concerned, and
yet we were denied a few thousands to
build a Supreme Court in Perth, where
most of the administration of justice was
carried on. This observation did not ap-
ply to Ministers, but there was a good deal
of peculation going on outside. In the
case of a contractor, a man might come
along and measure up a portion of work,
say a cutting, and the certificate having
bee given, the contractor was paid. Sub-
sequently' another official came along and
measured up the whole cutting, and the
contractor was afterwards paid for the
whole. Orders for money were sent to
the heads of departmients, and work was

sometimes paid for twice over. He bad
pretty good authority for that statement.
He had heard of it from gentlemen in the
Public Works Department.

-MR. DonnRRY: How could orders be
paid twice? They were all numbered.

MR. LEAKE: We heard and knew of
Imany cases of peculation in the outlying
districts. We heard constantly of officers
being dismissed, but they were not pro-
secuted, because a prosecution would ne-
cessitate an exposure of the particular de-
partment at fault. But the public lost
the money all the same. Everything was

Iforced along at high pressure, instead of
the expenditure being spread over a con-

Isiderablo length of time; consequently
everything stopped suddenly, and it was
that which caused our-trouble at the pre-
sent time. He hoped Ministers would
profit by the experience which members
on the Opposition side of the House told
them they would have. There was one
item which the Miuister did not refer to,
namely, we were asked to vote L40.000
for roads and bridges throughout the
country. In the departmental report,
the Under Secretary suggested, in relation
to this £40,000, that the Government
should be actuated by die principle of
helping those who h elped themselves;
and he stated that, of the 75 existing roads
boards, 6nly six so far had struck a rate.

MR. MoIUN: The goldfields had done
sO-

MR. LEASE: Oh, no.
Tnr flmncroR OF PUBLIC WORS:

Yes ; Kalgoorlie.
MR. MORAN: Kalgoorlie struck a very

big rate.
Mn. LEASE: Yes; and Coolgardie and

North-East Coolgardie were going to.
The Under Secretary said the want of
some logical basis on which to distribute
the annual sum granted by Parliament fot-
roads boards bad long been apparent, and
that one's mind naturally reverted to the
as principle of helping those who helped
themselves. While agreeing with the
principle, the Under Secretary was not, at
present, prepared to urge its adoption,
because in the sparsely populated districts
it would prove inoLperative. In the mere
settled districts, however, some induce-

-ment should be offered to those boards
which could reasonably be expected to
strike a rate. A pro roaM subsidy need
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not result in an increased vote, as the
lump sum granted to all the boards could
be proportionately reduced. These re-
marks of the Under Secretary should coin-
mend themselves to hon. members. In
country districts, particularly where the
roads ran through the property of large
land-owners, there was no rate struck, and
the sooner this House insisted on roads
boards rating themselves, the better it
would be. He trusted something would
be done to give effect to, the suggestion
made in the departmental report, and he
was sorry the Minister had over-looked
the point.

THE DiRECTOR OF PIHUC WORKS
It was on his notes, and he would refer to
it later.

MR. LEAKE: When the item was dealt
with, he would ask the Minister to say
what the Government intended to do with
regard to that suggestion. An import-
ant point touched upon by the Under
Secretary was that of the stores branch.
The Government admitted having four
hundred thousand pounds' worth of stores,
and he believed it would be found to he
nearly £500,OOO's worth on invoice value.
That amount ought really to go to in-
crease the debt; and then the deficit, in-
stead of being only £186,000, would be
nearer 1600,000, if the accounts were
fairly kept. The Government had admit-
ted, in answer to a question, that they
had never taken stock since 1890. No-
thing was written off for depreciation
so, if we had a stocktaking at the present
moment, we should find these figures were
altogether adrift. What he complained
of was that members did not get- facts.
We got figures, but that was all. Even
the figures were not true, but were alto-
gether misleading. In the Estimates for
works, there was a little item to which he
wished to draw attention, and he had
drawn attention to it last year-the ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings.
Instead of that item appearing only once
on the Estimates, and the total amount
set out against it, the item was dotted all
over the Estimates in each department.
Of course the reason for this was that pro-
bably hon. members would Dot realise how
large a sum it was in the aggregate. The
total amouint; was £22,000, besides £5,000
more tinder the heading of incidental ex-
penses, thus making about £27,000 for

the Director of Works to come and go on.
This was not as it should be. The ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings
should be set out as one item, and show
the total amount. Comparing the total
proposed to be spent in this year on ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings
with the amount actually spent last year,
members would find the amount in these
Estimates would not be haslf enough. The
Director of Works could have his extra six
months for trying to put his department
in order, but it wias to be hoped that those
members on the Government side who c-on-
staitly joined in condemning the ad-

ministration of this department would, if
a motion were brought forward, support
it as the only means of straightening the
department, and the sooner that was done
the better, for it was no kindness to let
the Director of Works go on over-running
the constable, and this was more likely
than not to bring disaster on the country.
The Director of Works should not be al-
lowed to spend money at his own
sweet will; and, although he plumed him-
self on not having expended many thous-
ands of pounds last year, yet he did not
ask Parliament as to the selection of the
works on which the money should actually
be spent, but made the selection himself.
Possibly there might be a little. fajvouitisni
in that expenditure, if the particulars were
known ; and the Government supporters
might suffer, if the selection of the, works
had been made by Parliament instead of
by the Minister.

MR. ILLINOWVOR-ra: Out Of £15,000
voted for his district, he bad not got a
shilling spent.

MR. LEAKS: This instance showed
what might happen, if some curb were not
put on the Director of Public Works. The
money would have to be voted this year
as asked for in the Estimates, there being
aimajority on the Government sideto con-
trol the expenditure; but, in voting the
money, Se trusted that the effeet would be
to give the Government sufficient rope to
hang thmselves.

MR. MORAN: In the expenditure on
public wvorks, as off iiilways, the colony
had reached a stage where it could afford
to rest a while, In railways we had the
g reatest mileage to> popula tion as com-
pared with any part of the world, which
meant thatkwe had less chance of making
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the railways pay as compared with other
places. SO also in the matter of public
works, this colony was better served than
any other Australian colony.

MR. ILUINOWOETH: Or Great Britain
either.

MR. MORAN: Yes. We had more sub-
stantial public works in proportion to
population than any other British comn-
mnunity. Labour bad been dear and ma-
terial had been dearer still ; and if we had
the same thing to go over now, and hav-
ing the same knowledge to guide us, we
might safely say that many of the existing
buildings would not have been erected.

MR. LEAKS: Whose fault was that ?
MR. MORAN: Not th~e fault of the Goy-

ernnment, but the fault of Parliament in)
voting the works.

MR. Lsncs: But whio proposed them?
MR. MORAN : The suggestion had been

made, and he was sorry to hear it come
fromt the leader of the Opposition, that
there had been some favouritism in the
expenditure of money on public works;
but the fact was notorious that some pro-
minent members of the Opposition had
obtained for their districts four times as
much money forlulblic; 'vorkas had niem-
berg on the Government side. Of course
no one would accuse the member fbr Al-
bany of being a prominent supporter of
the Government, openly, though he might
support. them in other ways ; yet Albany
had some very fine public buildings, and
in fact more money had been spent there
than could be justified. Another promin-
ent member of the Opposition (Mr. Simp-
son), who was unfortunately absent at
present, ha~d been treated in a similar way,
for Geraldton had been particularly well
favoured in public expenditure. The mem-
ber for Central Murchison also bad shared
all too well in public expenditure, for the
Murchison had received four times as
much per head of public money an any
other part of the colony

MR. ILLISGWORTH: That was not cor-
rect-

MR. MORAN: Half a million had been
spent on the Murchison railway.

MR.. ILLINOWORTH : That was out of loan
money.

Ma. MORAN: It was money all the
same, and would have to be paid for, or
the interest onai must be paid, not by the
Murchison but by the whole colony ; and

that railway was not going to pay its
working expenses, as the lion. member
knew. The town of Cue, with a popula-
tion of only some 1,200 persons, had pub-
lic buildings equal in character and of
exactly the same type as bad Kalgoorlie,
with a population of 12,000; so that Cue
had received ten times as much money
for public buildings per boead as compared
with Kalgoorlie.

Ma. ILLINGORTH: Do not forget the 2A
millions for a water supply.

Ma. MORAN: That had not been spent
yet, and could not be reckoned at present.
The leader of the Opposition, in his re,
marks on this point, could not have
meant that public bribery and corruption
had been practised by the Goverimtient in
distributiag the money for public works,
because, if that were true, there could be
no doubt as to where the money wvent;
and it was a question as to how far the.
same thing should be allowed to go on,
ror it was pretty evident that, if any Gov-
ernment supporter wanted to be favoured
in that way, he ought to join tbe Opposi-
tion. The constituency represented by'
himself (East Coolgardie), as a fairly
staunch supporter of the Government,
aad having strained his support in their
favour at times, had been most ill-
favoured in regard to public buildings
for it was only nowv that a, sum was on the
Estimates for a post-office and warden's
court at Kalgoorlie. His electorate must
contain altogether some 20,000 people,
most of them ratepayers and workers;
turning out half the gold of the colony.
and paying weekly wages equal to all the
other goldfields put together; yet the
public buildings there were not commen-
surate with the requirements, and were
hardly equal to the buildings at Cue--
poor little god-forsaken and gold-forsaken
Cute! It must be admitteal ,that the re-
quirements & Kalgoorlie and the Boulder
had been neglected. The Government
school at the Boulder was attended by
300 children, and only now was there a
sum on the Estimates for building a per-
nment school, the present building being
crowded by double the number of children
allo'ved by lawv according to the size of
the school. If the Boulder township,
with its large population, was not perman-
eat, then the colony could not be very
permanent- He hoped this Parliament
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would never again be so generous in the
expenditure on public works as it had
been in most parts of the colony during
recent years; for every little village and
hamlet in the agricultural centres was
overdone with public buildings. The
hospital racket had been overdone, where
railway facilities were available, and such
institutions did not exist in other
colonies under similar conditions. The
schools and post-offices in many places
were of too costly a character; but the
buildings were permanent, and would
serve in the future for a greatly increased
Population. Having the largest mileage
in railways per head of population, we
could now stop expenditure in that direc-
tion and build up the population along
the railways. Having also erected pub-
lic buildings that were capable and com-
petent to serve ten times the present

-population of 180,000, we should rest from
further expenditure, knowing that this
large outlay meant a heavy burden on the
existing population for maintenance and
interest. Still these works and railways.
being permanent, must be maintained
at a, large continuing cost ; and the
country as.& whole could now say to
the Government :"Well done, thou
good and faithful servant!I" Of course
the Opposition would not, join in saying
that; but his own conviction was that in
no one particular had the Government
used their overwhelming majority in this
Rouse to show favour to one constituency
above another. No one could lay his fin-
ger on one spot, and say the Government
had favoured a supporter as against a
member of the Opposition; but rather it
might be said, with some truth, that tlie
Government had placated the Opposition
by spending more money in Opposition

cnttecies than in others. As to the
motive for doing that, hse supposed it was
that the works were more necessary in
those places than elsewhere. The gold-
fields had in many places received too
much expenditure, for it was evident that
schools had been built in the prospecting
stage, when population was numerous in
particular localities; and the population
having since left, the schools had to be
closed. There had been a too sanguine
expectation that Mhe population in those
places where people were numerous in
the prospecting stage would continue as a

permanent settlement; but experience
here, as elsewhere, had shown this to be a
great mistake. In other colonies, large
goldfields had existed at one time or an-
other, and particularly in North Queens-
land, where the goldfields population
never got a post-office or telegraph office,
and now those populations had gone. In
erecting so many public buildings in this
colony, we had been "too previous," for
we had expected in good faith that the
external evidences of gold-bearing country
would be permanent, and we had erected
large buildings to accommodate a tempor-
ary population. While overdoing the
thin in some p~laces, we had underdone it
in others, as in the case of Kalgoorlie,
where at large permanent population had
not been sufficiently supplied with public
buildings, but were still treated as being
in the prospecting stage. If any member
of this House had reason to complain in
regard to public buildings, he might say
that, as representing the big permanent
goldfleld of the colony, the great Broken
Hill of Western Australia, the Parliament
might have done more for this large per-
manent centre, in the way of providing
permanent public buildings, * though he
was hopeful that in 12 months time these
facilities would be substantially increased.
In the Boulder township, there must, be
600 or 700 children attending school, this
fact being satisfactory evidence that the
population had come to stay, and showinig
that the people were engaged in the two
great industries of increasing the popula-
tion and increasing the gold return, and
they were succeeding splendidly in both.
They were a law-abiding and progressive
people.

Mni. O nAm: Were they law-abiding?
UR. MORAN: The great majority were

law-abiding. There were a few hare-
brained and shallow-pated individuals who
made a tremendous noise, altogether out
of nroportion to their number and import-
ance; and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder dis-
tricts had incurred some little disfavour on
their account. His district had a per
inanent and settled population, and con-
tained more married women and more
children than would be found on any other
goldfield in the colony. The Government
school and the Roman Catholic school at
Kalgoorlie and at the Boulder were full of
fine, healthy children, of which any corn-
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munfy mig ht be proud.' The Church ofEngl and school at the Boulder also had
over one hundred children, and the Pres-
byterian school had a large number. The
Government were, only educating half the
children at those places, and this fact
ought to encourage the department to give
those large centres, necessary public works.
No more public buildings there should be
constructed of wood and iron, as all such
edifices would have to come down in the
course of a year or two. The Government
were attempting the impossible, in hop-
ing to pay for these public works, and pay
off the past and future deficits out of re-
venue. The business-like way would be
to cut down the revenue to two millions,
and write off one million against loan ac-
count; and, as the population increased,
as it must increase, the loan indebtedness
per head would he getting lees and less.
It was sufficient to pay interest on the
capital cost of public works already con-
structed. This proposal should be con-
sidered during the recess, for it must ulti-
mately be adopted. Let the Government
write the revenue down to one and a half
or two millions, if necessary; then the
colony would prosper again, and there
would be a return of the good old days
which, after all, were not far past.

Mn. ILLTNGWORTR: The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Moran) had made a statement
with regard to the public works expendi-
ture in the Murchison district which called
for reply. He (Mr. lllingworth) had
therefore procured a report from the de-
partment, which proved that the hon.
member was under a wvrong impression;
for it showed that the expenditure on
North, Central, and South Murchison,
from June 1896 to June 1898, in respect
Of public wvorks, was £56,063; while the
expenditure under that head for Coolgar-
die, East Coolgardie, North Coolgardie,
and North-East coolgardie was £477,279.
For railways the Murchison received
£170,184.

IRi. MORAN: No ; that was not half of
the amount expended.

MRf. ILLINGWORTH: The Coolgardie
districts during the same period received
£447,111.

aR. MORAN: The figures quoted were
very satisfactory to him, and obviated the
necessity of proving the statements he had
made.

MR. ILLIYOWORTH: That was not so.
MR. MORAN: The population of East

Coolgardie was, roughly speaking, 40,0UO,
and those 40,000 people received £447,OOC
ir. public works expenditure. How muc
was that per head?7

MR. DOHERY: £10 per head.
AIR. MORAN: The population of the

Murchison district was about 4,000.
Mn. ThuzGWOnTH: 14,000.
MR. MORAN: To he generous, he would

say 5,000; and they received for public
works £ 56,063. How much was that per
head?

MnR. OLDHAM: L11.
MR. DOHERTY: More.
MR. MORAN: Saytl£11 and even then

the hion. member's district had the benefit
of about £1 per head. That compara-
tively small1 goldfield had received £91 per
head all round more than the Eastern
g oldfields.

Mn. DOHERTY: Over £20 per head.
They received nearly £200,000 for 5,000
inhabitants.

MR. MORAN: That, of course, included
the railway expenditure. When the hon.
member (Mr. Illingworth) said the Mur-
chison district had received £170,000 for
railways, he omitted to allow for rolling~
stock and sundries. For public works, ac-
cording to the hon. member's showing, the
Murchison people had received £1 per
head more, and for railways they had re-
ceivtd six or seven times more than the
population of the Eastern goldfields.
That was the financial gospel according to
the hon. member, and it was very accept-
able.

MnR. OLDHAM: It was surprising that
the speech of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) had not raised the ire
of the Government beaches. Had it come
from the Opposition side of the House, the
member would have been accused of
croaking."

MR. MORAN: The hon. member did not
know how to speak nicely; besides, he
looked too bitter.

MR. OLDHAM: The hon. member
spoke of a future as well as of a past de-
ficit, and advised that it be written off re-
venue and put down to loan, in order to
saddle posterity with a debt incurred by
this generation, on account of public build-
ings which were, said to be far in advance
of the needs of the present population.
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Mis. MORAN: Yes; it was for that reason
that posterity should be saddled with their
cost, because posterity would benefit by
them.

AR. OLDHAM : The constituency of
N\orth Perth received a reasonable
amount of public money.-

MR. MORNj: What constituency?7
MRt. OLDHAM: A far more important

constituency than thiat represented by the
hon. member. All bon. members must
recognise that, whilst public buildings
throughout the colony were of a substan-
tial nature, the money had not been ex-
pended in a manner conductive to the
welfare of the country. In places with
a small population, money had been spent
on post offices and .railway stations to the
same extent as in large centres. Doubt-
less the Minister knew of railway stations
on agricultural lines of a superior charac-
ter to the principal station in the city of
Perth.

Ttm DIRECTOR OF PunucO WORKS:
Hfad the hon. member seen such stations?

Un. OLJDHAM said he had seen the
plans, and his information was correct.
In such stations, where they did not take
Hid, in afortnight, members would find
cash drawers provided with a Chubb
patent look, costing 359s He knew from
the plans of stations provided with bar-
riers to prevent overcrowding at the hook-
ing offices in districts where there was not
a soul living within 40 miles of the station.

MR. DOIHRTY: Where was the station?
MR. OLDHAM said he would take the

hon. member there, if he liked to go to
B3ridgetown.

MR. DOHERT said he would be pleased
to go, if the hon. member paid the ex-
pense.

MR. OLDHAM: There was a public
building erected at Cue, in all respects
similar to another atCoolgardie. Did not
that demonstrate the incapacity of the de-
partment?

MR. MORAN: No; the incapacity of the
goldfield.

Mn. OLDHAM: Any department which
would erect the same class of building at
Cue as at Kalgoorlie, thereby showed its
incapacity. In answer to a question by
the member for North Murchison (Mr.
Kenny), the Minister had stated that the
last stocktaking of railway stores was in
I S90, and that the value of the stocki

amounted to £19,712 10s. 5d. It also ap-
peared that the value of railway stores
now in hand was £430,210 8s. 8d. It was
admitted that it was not known how long
the bulk of this stock had been in hand.

MRt. A. FoRRBST: The whole of it must
have been stocked since 1890.

MR. OLDHAM: How could that be
known without atocktakingl

Ma A. FORREST: What came in and what
went out was known.

MRs. OLDHAM: Yet nothing w'as al-
lowed for depreciation.

(MR. A. FORROST: Certainly not. En-
gines, for instance, did not depreciae if
not used.

MR. OLDHAM: If the hon. member car-
ried on his private business in that
fashion, he would find himself in trouble.
No, one could tell the value of these stores
set down at £430,000 ; so that the present
deficit, stated at £186,000, would, if a
proper record of stores had been kept,
amount to something like £9360,000 on
the stores account alone.

MR. MORGANS: The points raised by
the members for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran) and North Perth (Mr. Oldham) re-
quir-ed criticism. The latter had said the
stations on the Bridgetown line were
palaces, which wvould do credit oven to
the city of Perth. This had been said be-
fore, and it was time the complaint was
disposed of. What were the facts with
regard to these stationsl There were
seven stations on that line, which, includ-
lug, goods-sheds, sidings, and all works con-
nected therewith, had cost the Govern-
ment £8,000. Where did the extravaf-
gance come in? The member for North
Perth was really attempting to play with
the common sense of the House, when he
talked about "palacesP and so on. How
could he suggest that the Government
had committed an en-or of judgment and
run the country into an unworthy and
improper expense for these stations, when
he knew that seven of them cost the coun-
try £8,000?7 The hon. member should not
bring forward statements of this kind to
the House, which went forth to the coun-
try, and were absolutely misleading.

MR. OLDHAm: That was what he said
the bion member was doing now.

'Ms. MORGANS: it was to he hoped we
wouldl not hear any more about these
Rrid~rctown railway stations. The boa
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member had made a great deal in regard
to the railway stores, saying that no ac
count had been kept. Upon what autho-
rity did the hon. member make that state,
ment ? Accounts had been kept, and the
Government knew perfectly. well what
stores they had in Fremantle at the pre-
sent time.

MRt. ILLUNOWORTH: Stock had not been
taken by the Government for many years.

MR. MORGANS: The Government had
a list of all the stores in Fremantle, he
understood, and be had made inquiries
into the question. Not long ago, the
leader of the Opposition said the Govern-
ment bad no right to take credit for these
stores as cash. From one point of view,
that was correct; but it should also be
looked at from another standpoint. If
the Government had no stores at all, and
had to provide them, they would have to
furnish cash for the purpose ; and if they
laid out £500,000 on them, those stores
would, according to the principle adopted
in regard to the balance-sheet of an ordi-
nary commercial house, be credited as an
asset.

MR. ILLINOwoRTH: No one objected to
credit being taken for them, but to their
being included in the cash balance.

MR. MORGANS: If the hon. member
made that admission, no more need be
said about it. The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) said half the gold
produced in the country was obtained at
Kalgoorlie. It was getting close to that
certainly ; but according to the actual
figures, Kalgoorlie was producing one-
third of the, gold obtained in the colony.

MR. MoRAN: The hon. member was
wrong.

MR. MORGANS: The average figures
for the last three months showed that the
.yield of Kalgoorlie wag a fraction over
one-third of the total yield of the colony.
If during the next three months it was in-
creased Wane-half, no one would be more
pleased than himself. He sincerely hoped,
and he also believed, that in a short time
Kalgoorlie would be turning out double
the amount of gold produced there at
present. As to the public buildings, it
was quite true the Government bad spent
a considerable amount of money in Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie, but not one shil-
ling had been thrown away upon the mna-
jority of the public buildings in either of

these places, or any of the gold-mining
centres. The court houses at Kalgoorlie
and Coolgardie cost from £16,000 to
£18,000 each, and as a matter of fact
neither of them was large enough for the
w-ork that had to be conducted. If the
Government bad spent from £5,000 to
£6,000 more on them there still would
have been room for more expenditure. As
to the Boulder railway, the schools, and
so on, he endorsed what his friend mid
with regard to them. No doubt
there was in the Boulder a very
large number of children, and in
Coolgafrdie there were between 300 and
400 attending school every day. Any Gov-
ernmient was justified in spending a con-
siderable amount of money in school
houses, where we had such a large attend-
ance of children. As to extravagance and
mistakes, he would like to know if there
was any Government in the world which
did not make errors. It was impossible
for any Government to be absolutely per-
fect in everything. Human beings were
prone to mistakes, and surely Gov-
ernmeonts, which consisted of human
beings, must, as well as others, be prone
to them.

MR- ThUNoWORTa: Oppositions always
criticised Governments, did they not 7

MR.- MORGANS: Yes; and in this
House they did it to the fullest extent, the
hon. member himself taking a prominent
part. The hon. member did so cleverly,
but he was unfair to the Government.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH: Unfairness was dis-
played towards the Opposition too.

TAR. MORGAN'S: If a building were
erected for the Education Department,
and it turned out to be unnecessary, the
whole blame was thrown on the Public
Works Department, although the depart-
ment was not to blame.

M%. MoRANr: Who did that 7
MR. MORGANS: The member for East

Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) intimated it.
MR.- MORAN: The assertion made by

him was that Parliament was to blame.
Mit. MORGANS: Then it was the mem-

her for North Perth (Mr. Oldham), who
was always making mistakes of that kind.
He remembered hearing a statement a
short time ago by a member on the Oppo-
sition side, that the Public Works De-
patrtment put up a school where there wag
riot a. child to be found within a mile, or
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something of that sort. Supposing such
were the case, the department wvas not
to blame for having been asked to put up
a school, and doing so. The department
entered into obligationab which must be
carried out whether there was a deficit
next year or not. It was a fair proposi-
tion that posterity should pay something
in relation to public works; and it would
he a good thing for the public at the pre-
sent time to be only called Upon to pay
interest upon loan, and a fair proportion
of a redemption fund to repay any outlay
incurred by the Government at the pre-
sent time for the general good,

Maf. KENNY: To be credited with hav-
ing caused this question of the stores to
he brought so repeatedly before the
House was something of which be wvas
proud. He wondered how the Director
of Public Works, who had a large experi-
ence in storekeeping and in commercial
life 'in the colony, could possibly en-
deatvour to lead the House to believe that
we should reckon the long list of stores
ts worth 20s. in the X.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
It really had nothing to do with him Ras
the Minister, as far as that went.

MR. KENNY: It would be interesting
to know- whom it had to do with.

A MEMBER: The Treasurer.
MR. KENN',Y: The Treasurer informed

us that the stores were at Fremantle for
the purpose of being utilised.; so be (Mr.
Kenny) failed to see how we could discon-
nect the Director of Works from the ques-
tion. Stores should be shown as stores.
The Director of Works had plenty of sup-
porters and admirers on his orwn side of
the House, and surely he would admit
that it was the duty of the Opposition to
criticise. At the same time, it was the
duty of the Opposition to criticise fairly.
He (Mr. Kenny) bad no desire to go
through the long list of works which had
been constructed in the colony, and which,
in the opinion of the public, were not
worth the amount spent upon thenm.
Some time ago, when travelling from
Norseman to Coolgardie, be came aross
two tanks in the heart of the wilderness,
one of which cost upwardTA of £1 3.000
and the other upwards of £1 6,000. There
was not an individual living within miles
of those tanks. If the Director of Public
Works could justify such expenditure as

that, he could do a great deal more than
be (Air. Kenny) gave him credit for. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
alppeared to be most anxious to have fair
play shown to the Director of Public
Works. The h on. member might have
gone to the trouble of endeavouring to
justify the expenditure alluded to.

AIR. MoROANs4: Some mistakes were, he
admitted, made by the Government; but
the erection of those tanks was not a mis-
take, as they would he useful for the rail-
way.

MR. KENNY: That was what he
wanted to bring out.' First of all the
Works Departmt made a blunder to
the extent of £30,000, and the next thing
they wished to do was to make a greater
blunder by constructing- a railway to
justify the construction of the tanks.

A MEMBER: Where was the railway?
MR. KENNY: Enough of that had beau

heard in the early part of the session.
it had gone, with a pretty large portion
of the Government programme. As to
the retrenchment policy, he congratu-
lated the Government upon it; but it was
a great pity that it did not Commence
about two years ago, when !he
balance-sheet showed a much healthier
aspect than it did to-day. The Govern-
ment had commenced retrenchment and
had oat down expenses in a very peculiar
way, to say the least of it, They made a
very strong point of retrenchment in re-
gard to the hospitals. The hospitals at
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie were respons-
ible for £20,000 each of the public money
during the last twelve months, this ex-
penditure being too heavy, and he did
not believe the money had been spent
for the benefit of our fellow-creaturec. 1kc
happened to know a. good deal of public
hdspital administration in this country,
and in his opinion the day had comewhen
the officials should be taught that they
could no longer live, and luxuriate on
creature comforts intended for the
patients. While he was prepared to admit
that the expenditure on those two hos-
pitals had been greater than it should
have been, he thought it a great mistake
to endeavour to cut down the smaller
institutions in other districts. In his own
district, Peak Hill, a movement was made
some time ago for the purpose of obtatin-
ina a hospital. It was built, hut not corn-
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pleted ; and, n5 twithstanding the condi-
tion. of that hospital to-day, the rtlAPEily
had been cut down by one-half, as, noti-
fled by circular. Sonme of the 'retrench-
ments appeared to him to, he parsimo-
nious; and while complimenting the Cov
erment on their endeavour to curtail
expenditure, yet the! noblest way of coiao-
niiising would be to economnise human
suaffering. Before curtailing the expendi-
ture on smiall hospitals, the Government
should economise in the small mounds
that marked the last resting-place of men
who had assisted to develor the colony.

MR~ CONNOR: Referring to the item
of £13,000 for the building of a daue,
hall for the flt of Perth (Government
House, ballroom), this appeared to him to
be a public--

MR. ILLiKOawoRTH:- Scandal,
Mn. CONNOR: Without calling it a

scandal, it appeared to be a public mi2-
take, such. as was not justifiable, even in
boom time; for this magnificent building
wats shut out from the view of the people,
and would not be of mnuch practical use.
Referring to the itenm of 131,120 for the
erection of school buildings, lie asked
where this large expenditure on school
buildings was going to stop, for it in.
creased every year, and he hoped it would
be greatly reduced next year. Rleferring
to the item of £1,500 for the overhaul of
the refrigerating works in Perth, lie ob-
jected to this as being excessive, snd un-
necessary.

THE DIRECTOR OF Pun3uC WORKSs.
Those works earned £519 over the. expen-
diture last year.

Ma. CONNOR: Even if that were so,
this amnount for overhaul wvas too large.
Ref erring to, the item "Furniture for pub-
lic buildings £,10,000," he asked why it
should be necessary to, spend so large an
amount at a time when the country Was
in a bad state. If the money had been
spent, nothing could now be done; but,
if not, be asked the Minister to reduce the
item, so as to show the country that it
was intended to curtail expenditure.
While such unjustifiable expenditure was
proposed, smaller matters requiring at-
tention. were neglected. A few days ago
he entered the deed-room at the Titles
Office, and found that, owing to bad ven-
tilation, several public servants. were on
the sick list.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUB1LIC W ORK S
That defect wats provided for in the Esti-
1m2ates.

Mai. HOLMES14-, referring to "Accounts
aiid Pay Office, £27-5 for clerk,' asked if it
was not possible to reduce the large staff

of this office There was a reduc;-
tion of only four officers. in the staff as iL
stood last year.

TanE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS;
The hon. menmber would notice that many
reductions were proposed, and the staff
would remain as estimated only until the-
end of December Further reductions
were now being made.

IR. HOLMES, referring to item
"D.P.W. field order account to recoup Ut.
K. Darlington's account, £.232 8s& 11,"
asked for explanation.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
A man named Darlington was put in
charge of some artesian boring, and dr. w
orders upon the Government. When -his
account was balanced, this amount 'vas
left as a debit. The. discovery was ani-l
after he had been dispensed with, and na
effort was made to prosecute. lIn every
instance of this sort, the Government hid
instituted proceedings, which unfo-a-
nately were taken by the Auditor General
under the Audit Act ; and the department
Was subsqueutly advised that, for some
technical reaison, the prosecution. could
not succeed.

MR. ILLINOWORTH:. The Act required
amendment.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The Act would be amended, so as to deal
with. such oases in future. The man was
dismissed, and unfortunately he could not
be prosecuted.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: This was? stolen
money I

TutE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
Stolen money.

MR. HOLMES, referring to item 96,
"Incidental Expenses, £5,000," asked
what these were for.

Tim DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC WORIKS:
To this itemn waa charged everything not
specifically mentioned in the Estimates.
Last year, an amount of £L7,826 10g. 3d.
had been expended. This year, it was
proposed to reduce the, vote to £5,000.
Every care Would be taken to curtail the
expenditure.
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,MR. HOLMES, referring to item 98,
"Railway fares, 42,000," said the amount
voted last year was £1,500 and the actual
expenditure was £2,365 16s. Id. The
item was for £2,000.

THE DIREL-fOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
Last year theri& was great occasion for
travelling on the part of officers of the
Works Department. The system adopted
was that ticket-orders were drawn on
railways fur this purpose, and were paid
for, The whole amount would not be
spent, if it could be avoided.

IMR. LEAKE, referring to item 102,
"Assistant Superintendent of Public
Works, 1500," asked who was this officer.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PU BLIC WORKS:
lie had been transferred to the Architec-
tural flst.

MR. LEAKE: Wh. it proposed tore
instatet the office of Assistant Engineer-ia-
Chief II

Tic& DIRECT'OR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
That matter was now being considered.

MR. A. FORREST, referring to item
101, "Engineer-i-Chief, L1,500," said
the amount expended last year was
£1,625. How was the increase ac-
counted fort

THs DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The additional sum of £125
was charged to this item in error. Dur-
ing the absence8 cf the Kungineer-in-Chief
in England the Assistant Engineer acted
for him. Mr .O'Connor was away for
74 months, and part of the salary of, the
Assistant Engineer was provided for in
the Estimates at £800. £125, being
portion of the £200 in excess allowed to
make up a salary of £1,000, was debitedt
by mistake to the Engineer-in.Ohief, but
should have been charged separately.
The Engineer-in-Chief had not received
any extra salary.

Ma. A:. FORREST: The department
should be more careful, for such an error
might leada to an officer being unfairly
criticised by hon. members.

MRt. DOHERTY, referring- to items
"Engineer-in-charge (also of Gcldfields
Water Supply Branch.) £100, resident
engineer £350, assistant engineer £325,"
saked hon. members to compare such
salaries with the remuneration of the
railway locomotive superintendent, a
mere tradesaman, who received a salary
of £800, while experts controlling large

expenditure received huch miserable
salaries. How could the department

Iexpect a man to be honest on £350 a
year, while this ofier at Fremantle, who
handled hio money, received £8001

21R. A. FORRESTa: The amount of sal-
ary did not make men honest.

INn. )UHE~TrY said he had been told
that a contractor had offered one of the
resident engineers a, large sum of money
us a bribe, with the intimation that, if he
would join in working a swindle on the
Government, he and the contractor could
make £10,000 each.

Mn. A. FoaaaST: Such a. man should
be instantly dismissed.

MR, Lxsxs: But the bribe had not

been accepted. Ee h a h

managed the railways received only
£1,200.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The positions were not analo-
gouns. The man who was getting £350
was an assistant, whose duty was almost
that of a chief clerk.

Ma. A. FORREsT: What was his name?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: His name. was Ower. The
other person referred to was the Engineer
for Construction, a very worthy officer,
who got £700 a, year. It seemed to him
that personal feeling was introduced,
sometimes. This question of a contrac-
tor offering an engineer a sum of money
occurred only a, few days ago, and it
seemed that the officer who mentioned it
to him (the Minister) had also mentioned
it to the bon. member, which he con-
sidered a breach of official discipline, and
it was, a matter he would take note of
too, for it appeared that he was now

Igetting to the bottom of what he wanted
to probe.--the frequent giving of informa,-

Ition by officers of the department, which
should he really private information. Hle
would take the opportunity of sifting this,
to the bottom.

MR. DOHERT Y: It was not a civil
servant who gave him the information.

MRt. JAMLNES: Supposing a civil servant
Idid so, why should the information not

be given? This was not a, Star Chamber.
MR. A. FOnREST: Who was the oths-

Iman?
Ma. DOHERTY: A man named Camp-

Ibell, whom he did not know pers;onally,

[ASSEMBLY.] Worlm Rems.
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the wrong sort of man for him irj n&-
elate with.

Ma. LEAKE: It was to be hoped the
Director of Public Works would not pro-
ceed to visit his, wrath upon the othei
civil servant.

Tan DIRECT1'OR OF PUB3LIC
WORKS said he was not going to visit
his wrath upon any civil servsnts. He
was just going to get at the bottom of
the thing he wanted to know.

Ma. LEA.KE:. To say that because a
man happened to be a, civil servant he
should not talk about things was, absurd.

Tanp PREMIER : The 'member for
Alb any w(.uld nat care to have one of his
clerks babbling everything.

MfiL LEA KE: Within proper bounds.
THRE PREUMIER: That was it.
Ma. ItEAKE:- The Minister ought not

to threaten all sorts of dire vengeance,
becuo the member for North Fremantle
happened to acquire, some information.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Such threat was not made by
him. What he said was that it gave
him the cue as to, where things came
from.

Mn. LEAKE: The question was whe-
ther this information was good or bad.
If it "'as good, a member had a perfect
right to make use of it, and it was a
great pity that members could not ques-
tion civil servants abo-ut what went onl in
the departments. If they could do so
they would be able to dispose of a goad
niany abuses, not only with regard to the
Pu~k Works Department, but also other
departments.

A WMinia: They would all have a
grievance.

Tn PRxEMIER: They would not tell
on themselves.

MR. LEAKE: No;- but if one happened
to he on familiar terms with civil ser-
vants, these civil servants suffered on
that account, and they were accused of
divulging information which they need
not do.

Tim Pasuna: They never suffered in
consequence, he war, sure.

MR. LEAKE: As far as, he (Mr.
Leake) was concerned, he never tried to
wormn information out of civil servants,
for the reason that they might he visited
with the wrath of the Minister.

Tan Panamza: Since he had been in
the House he had not known a case.

Mb. LEAKE: The Minister had told
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty) that he knew where the hon,
member obtained the information, and
that he was going to make inquiries.
That meant a threat to someone.

Ma. CONN OR, referring to item 1 66.
"Roads and bridges throughout the col-
ony, £40,000," asked how the money
would be allocated I

Tan DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The amount would be allocated in the
usual way, the necessities of each board
being fully considered, and the depart-
ment was guided in the metter by the
length of read and other conditions.
There was a statement in the annual re-
port dealing with this matter.

MR, LEAKE again asked the Minister
to say what was the intention as to re-
quiring roads boards in country districts
to rate themselves, as a6 basis on which
the grants for roads should be distributed.
The amount of the vote for roads was too
much ; and in order to test the feeling of
the House on the question he had raised,

i also on the question of amount, he moved,
as an amendment,

That itet 166, "Roads end bridges through-
out the coluny, £40,000," be reduced by
£20,000.

THE DIRE CTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
If the object of the amendment was to
obtain from him an expression of opinion
on the question put, he would say at once
that the question had not been considered
by the Governmeat, though it had been
discussed. At a meeting of roads boards
delegates. held in Perth recently, the Pre-
mi-er and two other Ministers who were
present expressed opinions to the effect
that something ought to be done in the
direction suggested ; and he (the Director
of Public Works) had no doubt that, be-
fore next year, something would have to
be done for requiring roads boards to
contribute towards the maintenance of
roads by levying a rate. The matter was
brought up last year, and considered to
some extent; but sme of the roads dis-
tricts were so thinly populated that the
principle could not be applied in all cases.
The Government were desirous that it
should be adopted, and the time was not
distant when it would be necessary to
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call on roads boards to rate themselves
for this purpose.

MR. A. FORREST: To reduce the item
by £20,000 would cause great hardship
in the North, where a rate for road pur-
poses would bring in only a very small
amount. All that a road board in the
North received from the Government was
a small vote for road maintenance, a
little bridge, and perhaps a jetty. He
asked the Minister to apply out of this
vote £6,000 or £7,000 for making a road
to connect the ne'v jetty at Carnarvon
with the township. The Government had
built a jetty, but there was no road to
it.

THE PREMIER: It was a stock jetty, and
never meant for anything else.

Ma. A. FORREST: It had been built
at a large cost, and was not connected
with the town; so that although a stea-
mer could load stock, yet the steamer had
to go a mile further and anchor, and
there discharge goods for the township.
The Premier had advocated this jetty
scheme since 1887, and the work ought
to be completed so as to, connect the jetty
with the town by a road.

Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
While anxious to see the work carried
out, there was no probability of being
able to do it this year.

MaR. JAMES: Had the Government
considered their right to build a jetty
outside the 3-mile limit? (General
laughter).

MR. DOHERTY: If the amendment
were for striking the item out altogether,
he would support it; for if any money
was wasted in the country, it was by the
roads boards. A storekeeper was gen-
erally the chairman of a roads board, and,
knowingr some local man who was the
niost deeply in his debt, that was the
man 'ho gpnirally got the contract from
the board for doing work. This opinion
of bow the thing was worked in country
districts was based on experience, for this
road board item was the most corrupt
thing in the colony. The chairman of
the board generally reaped the benefit of
the vontract.

Mn. OLDHAM: The hon. member
had supplied a good argument in favour
of the roads districts taxing thermelves
for road maintenance, as they would theni
at !ewmt have to pay it portion of the

money out of their own pockets. A ,'is-
trict in his electorate (North Perth), com-
prising- ahout 800 people in a square mile,
had been agitating during, 12 months lot
permission to form a roads board in their
district, but they could not get permis-
sion. These people resided on the boun.
dar-y of the city, in Woodville, Toorak,
and Forest Hill.

TEE flizoos Or PUBLIC WORKS
The hon. member had told him this would
do next year.

Ma. OLDHLAM: The people did not
want at shilling from the Government this
year, and were prepared to rate them-
selves, if they could get the power to
form a roads board.

Tun PREMIER: They wvanted it in , rier
to get a grant from the Government.

ME. OLDHAM: Of course they would
want a, grant, the same as other boards
get, when the board wva formed ; but in
about nine months the people in that
district would probably be asking for per-
mission to form a municipality. Surely
when people who paid rates asked for
self-government, they were entitled to it.
At the present time, this district 'yas

under the jurisdiction of the Perth Roads
Board.

Tun PuEMIER: And the Wanneroo-road
had. been made through it.

ME, OLDHAM: The Wanneroo-road
did not serve these people.

AIR. A. FORREST: Who represented the
district?

MR. OLDHAM said he did. The people
did not ask for money, but merely for
self-government; and the Lands Depart-
mient, after being, petitioned, had shelved
the matter. In the district known as
Woodville, Toorak, and Forest Hill, there
were 800 people.

Tri PREMIER: The proposal to give
a roads board to that district would be
unsuitable. It wvas not, required.

MR. O)LDHAM: Why not?
Tn DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:

The matter would be looked into.
MR. OLDHAIM: Nearly four months

bad elapsed since the subject had been
broached. In the Governots Speech, a
Roads Act Amendment Bill was promised.
Where was it?

MRs. LEAKE : It had shared the fate of
tlie Electoral Bill1.
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Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The matter would be considered, The
hon. member had promised to call on him
with regard to it. Ile (the Director) did
not even know where the place wvas, and
he bad never seen a, plan of the locality.

MRh OLDHAM moved that progress be
reported.

Motion put, and a division being called
for- by Ma. OLna1_n, it was taken.

!MR. SAKES rose to a point of order.
The member for Sussex (Mr, Locke) was
one of those who said "aye" on the, ques-
tion being put; yet now the hon. mem ber
was voting with the "Cnoes."~

TNE CHAIRMAN said that he did not
hear the voice of the hon. member, when
putting the question.

MR. JAMES: A man should stick to his
colours, even if he were a Government sup-
porter.

The division resulted as follows : -
Ayes
Noes;

Aye
Mr. Re
Air. Le

'Aft. Old

- - .-. ... 17

Majority against .. 14

I. Noes
Guy Mr. COnnulY
ake Sir Johni Forremt
hem) ir. A. Forrest

(Teller) Air. Haul
Mr. Rubble
Mr. James

Mr. Lef ray
Mr. Locke
Mr Monger
IMr. .Morgans
Mr. Pennelather
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Ron. H. IV. Vei
IMr. Wallace
"Mr. Wood
Mr. Moran

nn

(Teller)

Motion thus negatived, and the discus-
sion resumed.

tTha PREMIER: The policy of the Gov-
erument had always been to give power
to form roads boards. He believed
thoroughly in small areas for such boards,
and he did not suppose there was a ease
in which the Government had refused a
board, where any sort of case could be
made out. Sometimes there -was a little
difficulty in getting roads districts carved
out of existing roads districts, because the
existing boards objected, and then it took
swine timne to hear both sides of thle qies-

tion; but, as he bad indicated, the ten-
dency in the past had always been to en-
courage the formation of such boards. Of
course we could recognise often that the
desire people had to get public money to
spend on roads in their own locality was
an incentive to the formation of roadd
hoards; but the smaller the area, the more
it tended to better self-government. If
what the hon. mnember said was correct,
and no doubt it was, that there were some
hundreds of people who desired to have
part of the Perth district canved up and
governed in smaller districts, he (the Pre-
mier) could see no objection, so long as a
good case was made out to satisfy the
Lands. Department. There was a, desire
to assist &IL to manage their own business.
When the Government found a sufficient
number of people in a district will-
ing to, manage their own aflain,
they always endeavoured to meet
people's wishes. On the other hand,
he knew that the existing board always ob-
jected, for one reasoni or another-he sup-
posed they had no wish to sea their juris-
diction curtailed. There had never been
any opposition on the part of the Govern-
muent, to this subdivision of a. roads board,
because, he repeated, the smaller the area
the better it was looked after.

,Ma. JAMES: The rerth roads board
was the most incompetent, fossilised, old-
fashioned, antiquated, fibtuous-headed
roads board ia the colony. It had done
absolutely nothing. It had never raised
a penny by way of rating, and, as a rule., it
had spent its money in a most inefficient
manner. This was not a roads board
that should be for one moment con-
sidered;- and he put it to the Premier, as
a matter of urgent duty to East Perth and
the suburbs, to do all he possibly could
to take away the jurisdiction of this ut-
terly incompetent body. Hle was in fa-
vour of the principle that we should help
those who, helped themselves. The first
roads board to rate themselves were the
South Perth roads board.

A MannE]R:- The, board did not rate
themselves. mucb.

MR. JAMES: For two or three YWe-r
they rated them selves at I s. in the pound,
and now they rated themselves at 9d. in
the pound. The funds were sipent in the
district; the valuations were reasonable
Mnd tlWt 1111nIUM of i-ito was- faiirl% high.
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He helped to form that board, and he
was one of the ratepayers. if this ques-
tion went to, a division, most of the coun-
try members would vote against it. The
members for Sussex, the Ashburton, and
other places would vote against it. When
the muoney was allocated this year, let
notice be given that next year the Gov-
ernment would, as far as possible, aot on
the principle of refraining from assisting
those who would not assist themselves.
He did not say that boards should re-
ceive pound for pound, nor that country
boards should receive the same as; subur-
ban boards.

MA. QUINLAN:- So far as lie knew, it
was unjust and ungrenerous to make such
remuarks as somie which he had heard to-
nigrht. He had not known a chairman of
a. roads board make anything out of the
position. What he knew of roads boards
"'as that members gave their time for
nothing and were most devoted to their
work. He knew of one instance in which
the mnembers. gave their personal1 guar-
antee to a bank for a considerable over-
draft. Roads boards deserved better
consideration than they had received
from some members. It was desirabole
that those who wished to be helped should
help themselves to some extent, and no
doubt the Government would take some
steps to bring that about. He hoped the
Committee would not attempt to inter-
fere with this item. If everybody Spent
the money as economically and as -well
as the roads hoards generally did, it would
be a good thing for the country.

MRt. LOCKE: It was, a. matter of stir-
lprise to him to bear the remarks which
bad fallen from several members with
regard to this item. As the question was
important, and only few members were
present, he moved that progress he re-
ported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The RHouse adjourned at 11.35 pan.

until the next day.

g *gizBIRtbY* Counril,
Wednesday, 19M4 October, 1898.

Papers presented - Question: Pinjarrab-
Marradong Railway siurvey - Question:
Sly-grog Selling on Golilfields-uestion:
Police Boat, Perth and Melvi~ieWaes
flash Fires Act Amendment Bill, first

reading-Gldflelda Act Anmendmuent Bill,
third reading-Municipal Institutionb Act
Amendment Bill, Mlotion to discharge
order '(witlhdrawn); in Conunittee, new
clause; reported-Marriage Act Amend-
ment Bill, second reading, in Committee;
third reading-Land Bibl, in Committee;
postponed clause and schedules; recoin-
mittal (twice), reported-Zoological Gar-
dens Blill, second reading, in Committee,
third reading-Bills of Sale Bill, bischarge
of Order-Coolgardie Mining Exhibition
Bill, second reading, in Committee, third
reading-Roads and Streets Closure Bill,
No0. 2, second reading, in Committee, thir
reading-Mining on Private Property Bill,
first re"ding-Coolgardie Municipal Rate
Validation Bill, all stages-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SEcRnTArT: By-laws of

the municipalities of Bunbury, Belong,
and Perth.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: PINJARRAH-MARRAUONG
RAILWAY SURVEY.

HoN. R. G. BURGES, for the Ron. E.
MoLarty, asked the Colonial Secretary:
What is the cost of the survey of the Pin-
jarrah-Marradong Railway?7

Tna COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell): The total cost of survey was
£3,888 i7s. 4d., of which sum the trial
Surveys cost £17 per mile, and explors-
tion surveys £5 per mile.

QUEiSTlION. SIX-W3OG SELLING ON
GOLDFIELDS.

HoN. A. G. JENKINS asked t he Colon ialI
Secretary: Whether, in view of the indis-
criminate sly-grog selling carried on
throughout the eastern goldfields, the
Government will take some, steps to have
such traffic promptly suppressed?

[COUNCIL.1 81y-grog Selling.


