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Fegislutive Jssemblp,
Tuesday, 18th October, 1898.

Papers presented—Question : Collie Coal, Re-
port on Further Discovery—Question :
Aborigines and the New Department—
Question: Outdoor Locomotive Superin-
tendent, a New Office—Question: School
Teachers, New Scale of Salaries—Bills of
Sale Bill, third reading—Mining on Private
Property Act Amendment Bill, in Com-
mittee, Divisin on clause 27; Bill re-
ported--Roads and Streets Closure Bill,
No. 2 (Bardoc, Beverley, etc.), second read-
ing and remaining stages—Annual Ksti-
mates, in Committee of Supply; Iublic
Worke Depurtment, K Statement by Li-
vector ; Works Votes passed, pages 44
to 48, inclusive ; souds and Bridges Vote,
Amendment to reduce amount. Division on
wdjourunient (negutived), progress reported
~Adjournment,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Police Act, Regula-
tions. Gold return, as ordered, showing
amount and value of gold raised in and
exported from the colony.

By the CommizsioNer oF CRowx LaNDs :
Menzies town lots, Return (ns ordered)
showing sale and pricea,

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : COLLIE COAL, REFORT ON
FURTHER DISCOVERY.

Me. SOLOMON, without notice and by
leave, asked the Premier: Has he re-
ceived any information in regard to the
Cellie Coalfield?

Tee PREMIER (Right Houn. Siv J. For-
rest) replied : Yes ; I received o letter yes-
terday from Professor McCoy, reporting
upon samples of coal which I had sent to
him, containing fossil leaves ; and the re-
port I received has been published in the
morning newspapers, in the form exactly
ag I received it.

QUESTION : ABORIGINES AND THE
NEW DEPARTMENT.

Mz, HUBBLE, for Mr. Phillips, asled
the Premier whether he was in u position
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Locomotive Superintendent,

' to give any information to the House with
reference to the steps token by the head
of the Aborigines Department to look
after the welfare of the aborigines, and
whether any report would be presented

" w Parlimuent this session in accordance

with the Aborigines Act. '

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon, Sir J. Fur-
rest) replied : —1, A report up to March
2ath by the late Abungines Board has
already been presented to Parliament this
session. 2, The new department has 50
agents north of the Murchison, and 62
south of that river. 3, Relief is veing al-
forded to nearly 900 natives, who are re-
ported to require assistance. &, Paupur-
ism among the natives has very largely in-
creaged during recent years, owing to the
amount of funds expended being larger
than was necessary. As a consequence, in
the settled districts, the natives are unwil-
ling to do any work. 5, Full particulars
as to age, sex, and cause for giving reliel
are being prepared, and a full report will
be furnished next session. 6, There has
not been sufficient time since the eatablish-
ment of the new department to obtain in-
formation for a report for this session.

QUESTION :  OUTDOOR LOCOMOTIVE
SUPERINTENDENT, A NEW OFFICE.
Mu. SOLOMON asked the Commissioner

of Railways—1, Whether, considering the

falling off in the railwey revenue, it was
uecessary to create a new office, namely,
that of an Outdoor Locomotive Superin-
tendent. 2, Whether there waa no person
in the Locomotive Department qualified
to fill this position without importing a
man from England. 3, On whose recom-
mendation Mr. J. 8. P. Main was appoin-
ted to fill the position. 4, What were his
qualifications, and on what railways had
he gained experience. B, Whether he was

a matried or single man.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAlL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:—1,
Yes, but there is 1o falling off in the gross
earnings. 2, None considered switable.
3, On the recommendation of the locomo-
{ tive engineer of the Great Central Rail-
| way, England. 4, Many years’ experience
|
|

in similar work to that in which he is now

engaged. The Great Central Railway,

England, and South-Western Railway,
l Scotland. 5, Single.
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QUESTION : SCHQOL TEACHERS, NEW
SCALE OF SALARIES.

Mr., LEAKE asked the Premier—I,
Whether it was intended that the new
seale of salaries to teachers in the State
schools of the colony should ceme into
operation on January 1st, 1899, as stated

in the regulations of February, 1893. 2,

Whether a sufficient sum had been placed
on the estimates of the Education Depart-
ment for the year 1898-9 to provide for
this new scale of salaries. 3, If not, how
the Minister contemplated meeting the in-
creased expenditure which would be en-
tailed by the payment of such new acale of
salaries,

Tes PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied : —1, If funds are available.
2, As far as can be at present judged, there
will not be sufficient. 3, The whole mat-
ter will be considered before the beginning
of the next year.

BILLS OF SALE BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of Mg.
IuizewoRrTH, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ACK
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauges 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause J—Interpretation:

Tup MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.

B. Lefroy), referring to the interpretation
of “lease,” moved, as an amendment, that
the words “gold-mining” be inserted, so
as to read, “s gold-mining leage.”

Amendment put and passed.

Definition of “claim” :

Mzr. KINGSMILL : As to the definition
of & “claim,” it was desirable that infor-
mation should be given as to the size of
claims, the mode of pegging out by vegula-
tions, and go on.

Tie MINISTER OF MINES: Persvn-
would have power to take up claims on
private property; but he did not think
they would do 80. The matter referred
to would be nrranged by regulation, just
as under the Gold Mines Act. The Govern-
ment would bring the regulations as
nearly as possible into line with that Act.

Mg. VOSPER: It was necessary to
have something more definite in the Bill
than existed at. present. -If the whole
matter were to be dealt with by regula-
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| tiew, it would mean that the persens who
i took up claims would be, to a great ex-
‘ tent, at the mercy of the Minister. Sup-
i posing alluvial were found on a pri-
vate estate, and o rush took place, it
might be very awkward unless the mean-
ing of a “claim” was defined.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: Clause
8 of ithe Bill said, “Any holder of a
miner’s right, who desires to obtain
pussession of a claim,” might do so
and 0. The regulations would provide
the size of the claim. Nothing more was
lnid down by our gold mines law.
“Claim,” in this Bill, meant “any private
land occupied for the purpose of seeking
for gold therein, by virtue of a miner's
right, in accordance with the provisions
of this Act and the regulations.” This
Mining on Private Property Bill did not
affect the Hampton Plains property,
which was owned by a company.

Mr. EINGSMILL: The reason for call-
ing attention to the matter was that it
. was possible to take up a prospecting

aree on privete lends; but there did not
| seem to be the same provision for either
reward claims or ordinary claims on pri-
vate lands as existed in the Gold Miney
Act,

Tue MiNisrer or Mines :
claim should not be given.

Mr. KINGSMILL: Why noti The
. opinien of the mining members of the
House was that there was too much in the
regulatioms, and not encugh in the prin
cipal Act. He was far from wishing to
obstruct the passing of the Bill, which he
considered most necessary; but it should
contain something more defining the
statuz of the miner’s rights under the
Bill. Howsver, he did not wish to press
the point.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : The Bill should
be complete in itself. He moved thai
after the word “regulation,” line 4, there
be ingerted the words, “which shall he the
same as those contained in the Gold
Mines Act.” Regulations which applied
to gold mining on private property should
be practically the same as for our ordi-
nary Crown lands. No reason could be
assigned why there should be a differ-
€nce.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: We
conld not embedy in this Bill the regula-
| tions in the Gold Mines Act in their en-

A reward
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tirety ; for this Bill was not dealing with
Crown land, but private property, where-
as the regulations in the Gold Mines Act
gimply dealt with Crown lands. Although
a wan might take up a claim on private
property, he could not go there at any
moment and prospect, as he could on
Crown land. .

Mr. Dnuxoworte: It was desirable to
know what regulations were going to be
made.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: It was
impossible to tell until the Bill was
passed. It was, ashe had said, intended to
bring the regulations into line with those
under the Gold Mines Act as nearly as pos-
sible ; but, if we simply embodied the
regulations of the Gold Mines Act as u
part of this Bill, this expedient would
render the Bill unworkable, because the
methed of going on private land was
quite different, for s miner could mot go
on private land and take the surface,
without compensation. Clause 28 pro-
vided that, “after the granting of any
lesse under the provisions of this Act, or
after the occupation by a holder of a
miner's right of any private land, the
juriediction of the warden, and every
other jurisdiction established by the
Goldfields Act 1895 and any amendwment
thereof with respeot {0 mining on Crown
land, shall apply to any private land
comprised in such lease.” The jurisdic-
tion was the same as under the Gold
Mines Act. .

Me. InuaweworTH: Why should not the
gize of the claim be the same 1

Tue MINISTER OF MINES : That
wag & matter of detail. He did not think
anyone would take up claims on private
land. Provision wae made in clause 27
for prospecting on private land, which al-
lowed a person, being an applicant for a
lease, to take up a certain portion of the
lense, not cxceedine five acres, as a pro-
specting area. That was to say, a person
cculd mark out a 24-acre block, and take
up five acres, prospect on it, pay com-
pensation only for the five acres, and
then wait until he had tested the land be-
fore he paid compensation on the rest of
the 24 acres. All these provisions would
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be arranged for in the regulations.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : There would be !
some difficulty in introducing the amend-
ment, and the Minister’s assurance as io |
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making regulations was sufficient, after
what had been said.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Definition of “Earth”:_

Ma. MORGANS, referring to the defi-
uition of “earth,” as including “apny rock,
stone, quartz, clay, sand, and so..,” said
there had been considerable discuesion on
the same question while the previous Bill
was before the House ; and as the defini-
tion of “earth” given in this Bill was
likely to cause difficulties, and perhaps
disputes, similar to those which had oc-
curred already, it was desirable to have
a more exact definition. This definition
really applied to quartz reefs.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The defi-
nition of the word “gold,” which came
next in the clause, included any earth
containiny gold, and therefore would
mean rock, stone, quartz, clay, sand, and
goil. 1f earth had gold in it, the word
"earth” was intluded in the definition of
gold.

Mgr. MORGANS: Did “earth” include
alluvinl gold? That was the point.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: Alluvial
gold was generally contained in earth,
snnd, or soil.

Mu. MORGANS: The definition stiil
appeared likely to create difliculties, for
it seemed to mix up alluvial and quartz
mining. If 2 wea found gold in zand, he
might claim the advantage of this defini-
tion and take up an alluvial claim on &
lease. The Minister should try to find
acme way out of the difficulty.

Mr. KINGSMILL : The definition was
rather mixed, but any mixture resulting
from the interpretation of “earth” would
be removed bv the fact that the whole
gnirit of the Bill was practically arainst
the taking up of claims, and was in
favour of granting an alluvial leage. This
intention was shown particularly in clause
27. In localities likely to be affected bv
this Bill, persons were just as likely to
find alluvial, which might be worked in
small claims rather than in large areas.

Definition of “Lease”:

Tae MINISTER OF MINES, referring
te the definition of the word “lease.”
moved, as an amendment. that the words
“vold mining” be inserted after “a,” fo0
as to read “a gold-mining leage.”

Amendment put and passed.
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Definition of "Mining leage”:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the definition
of “mining lease” be struck out. He gaid
this definition was unnecessary in the
Bill, though it might have been re-
quired in the Victorian Act, from which
this was taken.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Was the Minis-
ter sure that power was secured to carry
away gold when found on private pro-
perty

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Yea.
Pover to grant a lease for gold mining
implied the power to take away any gold
found on that lease.

Amendment put and passed.

New definition, “Miner’s right”:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the follvwing definition of “miner’s
right” he inserted after the definition of
“mine" : "Miner's right means a miner’s
richt issued under the Goldfields Act,
1395, or any amendment thereof.”

Mr. KINGSMILL: Iu clause 6 and in
other parts of the Bill, the word “mine”
was used in the sense of land for the pur-
pose of mining. Would it be necessary
to put in a definition of the word “mine”
as n noun, the word being defined in the
interpretation simply as a verh?

Tug MINISTER OF MINES: It did
not appear necessary to define “mine” in
the form of a noun, because a lease or
elaim would mean the same as n mine.

Amendment put and passed.

Definition, “Private land”:

Mr. LEAKE, referring to the definition
of “private land,” said it did not include
town land.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Mining
on town lands must he carried on at a
certain depth; and if there were certain
buildings on the land, mining was not
allowed under those buildings.

Definition of “Proclamation”:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as

an amendment, that the words “in Coun- !

cil” be atruck out.

Put and passed.

Definition of “warden™:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that in the definition of
“warden,” lines 4 and 5§ be struck out,
and the following words inserted in lien
thereof : “resident magistrate of the dis-
trict within which the land in question is
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situated.” In districts on the coast in
which this Act would probably chiefly
operate, there might be ne warden with-
in 100 or 200 miles of the private land
on which it was proposed to enter ; there-
fore it was desirable to give the resident
meagistrate the powers of & warden, until
such district was declared a poldfield.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauee 4—agreed to.

Claugse 5—Gold-mining leases on pri-
vate lands:

Tre MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words “in Coun-
cil” be struck out.

Mg ILurewortH: With what object?

Tug MINISTER OF MINES : The
words were guperfluous.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 6 and T—agreed to.

Clause 8—Mode of obtaining posses:
sion or lense of certain land ; certsin land
not to be entered, etc.,, without consent
of owner:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that in sub-clawse 6, Mues
¢ and 5, the words “the mining re istinr
or a resident magistrate” be struck out.
The warden, who was the resident megis
trate on a goldfield, should le the «nly
pergon entrusted with this auchority.

Put and passed,

Tag MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that S$he worde
“registrar or resident magistrate,” in
sub-clause 6, be struck out.

Put and passed.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that the words
“registrar or resident magistrate,” in
sub~clause 6, be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauges 9 and 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Measure of compensation :

Mr. EINGSMILL : What wae the
meaning of “consequential damages,” and
by what mode could such damages be as
seezed in respect of any agreement or
payment which had to be made before
entry?

Tue MINISTER OF MINES ;
clause read : —

The compensation to be made to the awner,
or to the owner and occupier aforesaid, shall

The
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be for being deprived of the possession of the -

surface, or of any part of the surface of private
land, as defined in section three of this Act;
and for damage to the whole, or any part
thareof, as the case may be, which may arise
from the carrying on of mining operations
therein or thereon, and for the severance of
such land from other land of the owner or
occupier, and for all consequential damages.

The resident magistrate or warden must
decide the guestion as to consequential
damages, on the facts brought befcre
him,

Mr. KINGSMILL: The difficulty lay
in the fact that compensation had to be
provided for at the actual time of entry,
or buefore any mining could be done.
How could the owner of the private land,
or the would-be miner, or the warden, de-
cide whot damage might ensue from min-
ing upon the land! How could such
daniage be assessed before it was donel

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The pro-
vision would undoubtedly be workable.

Put and passed.

Clauges 12 to 1L, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause l3—Application for lease to be
pursuant to regulations; not obligatory
to grant lense:

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the last two lines
of the clause be struck out. The words
in question provided that, if an applica-
tion for a lease were refused, the appli-
cant should be informed of the reason
for such refusal. The necessity for
this provision did not appear; but, at
the same time, he had no desire to press
the amendment if the Committee thought
it desirahle to retain the words.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clnuse as amended agreed to.

Clause 16—agreed to.

Clause 17-—Lease to contain conditions
re non-fulfilment of covenants:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an smendment, that the words “in Coun-

cil,” at the end of the clause, he struck

out.

Put and passed, and the clause as

amended agreed to.

Clause 18—agreed to.

Clause 19—Mining lease may be rur-
rendergd:

Taere MINISTER OF MINES moved. as
an amendment, that the words “in Coun-
cil” be struck out.
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Put and passed, nnd the clwuse as
nmended agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 24, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 25—Re-entry by owner:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
as amendment, that the words “in Coun-
- ¢il’” be struck out of line 5, also out of
line 6.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amnended, agreed to.

Clause 26—Priority may be given to
applicants under 61 Vic., No. 33:

Mr. WALLACE: Would the Minister
explain this clause? 1t appeared to be a
protection for persons who had made
application before the intreduction of
this Bill.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: It simply
provided that where anyone had pegged
out under the Act now rvepealed, be
should have a prior right over anyone
wha pegeed out under this Bill.  If there
should be any difficulty about the mat-
ter, it would have to be fought out in
the courts,

Mr. KINGSMILL: Under the former
Act. it was competent for a would-be
miner to obtain a lease direct from the
owner of the land, without reference to
the Minister at all, and that appearcd
to have heen a weak point in the Act.
Persons acting bona fide could po to the
owner of land and apply for a lease.
The owner of the land was not hound to
grant it, if the person did not happen to
be a personal friend. On the other hand,
| apnother man, who might be a personal
friend, would come along and make ap-
plication possibly for the same ground,
and have n lease granted. What posi-
tion was moing to be taken up by the
Government towards the prior applicant.
in 1 case of that kind?

Tie MINISTER OF MINES: The
hon. member meant, he took it, prior ap-
. plieations that had been lodged some
' time ago.

M. Kixesmin: Exactly.

Trwe MINISTER OF MINES: In cases
where the land applied for had been leased
. by the holder of the land to somebody

elre?

Me. Kixesuni: Exactly.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
Government did not pronose to po out-
side the law as it stood ; and if the owner

' had the right to lease this land and it




Mining Bill -

had already been applied for under the
old Aect, the Government did not propose
to alter that. We could not attempt
retrogpective legislation such as that.
People would have to claim their rights
under this Bill, or under the other Act,
if they had any, and the court would
have to mettle the questiom,

Mr. Warpace: Then this clause was
unnecessary.

The MINISTER OF MINES: In his
opinion, it was not unnecessary. A num-
ber of claims had heen marked out on
Blackboy Hill, and they had been sur-
veyed ; applications for these leases had
been lodged in the Crown Lands Depart-
ment by certain persons; and it was
proposed under this Bill to allow those
applications to hold good. [ the owner
had leased any of this land held under
application, the Government did not pro-
pose to deal with that. If the prior ap-
plicants could show that the land had
heen leased illegally to the present oc-
cupants, then their claims would be up-
held ; but unless they could do that, the
department could not uphold the elaim.

(Clause put and passed,

Clause 27—Lease of prospecting area
and reserved area of private land:

Twe MINISTER OF MINES moved, ns
an amendment, that the words “for
quartz mining purposes, and ten acres
for alluvial mining purposes,” in lines
4 and 5, be struck out. The clause would
then read, “Any person being an ap-
plicant for a lease of any private land
under this Act, and being desirous of
testing such land, may in his application
applyy for a prospecting area of such
land not exceeding five acres, together
with a reserved area of the remainder of
the private land applied for Ly hiod”
Of course the Government might make
reculations to specify the size of the
prospecting area; but this prnspecting
area was an ares inside a lemse.

Mr. KINGSMILL: Was it obligatory
upon anybody, before taking out such
prospecting area, to pay the rent for the
leage? Tt ought not to be necessary for
any miner to pay the rent on, say, a 24.
acre leage before he was allowed to peg
out a prospecting area of five acres
This would have a directly hampering
influence on the prospector.
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Tue MINISTER OF MINES: 1If a
person applied for a 24-acre lease, and
then applied for a protection area with-
in that 24-acre lesse, he would have to
pay rent for the whole of the lease; but
he would have to pay compensation to
the owner only for the prospecting area,
and compensation would probably be the
chief amount he would have to pay un-
der this Bill; not rent. If he took up
five acres to prospect, and after paying
compensation found there was not suffi-
cient inducement to proceed further with
his search on the rest of the land, he
would simply throw it up, and would
have no further compensation to pay.

Mr. KINGSMILL: It would be far
better to allow a man to take up a pro-
specting ares without the formality of
pegging out a lease.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: It took about
20 years to get any rights of mining on
private property in Victoria: and not
until, as was supposed, every safeguard
was placed upon property and practically
every mining right stifled was the Act
passed. That was not the kind of legis-
lation he would like to follow. He saw
no reason why a man should not take up
a prospeoting area of five acres without
having to pay rent to the Government,
or compensation either for his lease.
[Dissent from several members.] Of
course he must pay compensation on the
five acres, and pay for any consequential
damage that might acerue from his work-
ing those five acres; but would the Com-
mittee say he should pay compensation
on 24 acres of land, the greater part of
which he had not touched, and perhaps
never intended to touch?

Tre MINTSTER OF MINES: A person
would pay ecompensation only on the five
acres.

Mr. Iuixaworrn: Bat it was only n
deferred payment as regarded the 24 acres.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: A man
»ould not pay it until he used the land.

Ma. Inuixowosrr: Why should he take
un 24 acres?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: He need
not. A person could take up ten, six, or
five acres, if he liked.

Mg. Tuuxeworry: It was proposed to
compel him to pay rent on the 24 acres.

Twe MINISTER OF MINES: The
renson he had to pay on the whole 24
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acres was that he should have a title to
the 24 acres; otherwise somebody else
might go in and peg out a lease alongside
him. If he only wanted a claim, he could
take up a claim.

Amendment (by the Minister} put and

asged,

" Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
further amendments, that in the phrase
“Governor-in-Council” the words “in Coun-
cil” be struck out of sub-clauses 2, 8,
and 9.

Put and passed.

New sub-clause:

Mr. KINGSMILL moved that the fol-
lowing be added, to stand as sub-clause
12:—

Any holder of a miner's right may apply for

a prospecting area, and prospect thereon and
thereunder, upon paying, or agresing to pay,
such compensation as may be fixed by the
warden.
The object was to ellow prospecting to
be as free as possible on private land. It
was a great disability that a miner should
have to mark out and apply for a lease
before being allowed to prospect at all;
and the fact of his having to pay com-
pensation to the owner should be enough
of a handicap, without also having to pay
the rent of a lease of perhaps 24 acres.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The de
finition of the size of a claim, to be made
in the regulations, would provide for this;
and the size of a claim could be made

five acres, or any size the Committee -

might consider suitable. This provision
in the clause should be tried in practical
_operation, before attempting to amend
it in that direction.

Mz. KINGSMILL: The amendment
would not damage the private owner, be-
cause the compensation had to be agreed
upon hefore the miner could go on the
ground at all. There were eobjections to
making the claims too large. It would
be iniquitous to unduly inorease the size
of claims, as the effect would be to bene-
fit the few at the expense of the many.
The miner would obtain authority from
the warden to enter on private land, be-
lieving it to be payably auriferous; but
he could not know whether it was pay-
able, nor in what part it would be pay-
able, until he tested it. Therefore he
could take out a prospecting area, and,
after finding out whether the ground was
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payable, he could then take out a claim.
It would not be right to compel him to
take out his claim strmght away. If the
Minister considered this clause not a suit-
able place for adding the amendment, he
t.ould be willing to put it in some other
part of the Bill.

Mr. CONNOX: [n the case of o num-
ber of prospectors sinking numercus
shafts on private property, say a pastoral
lease, and assuming the leaseholder
wanted to run his stock over the ground
where the prospectors were working, how
would the owner of the ground stand in
regard to compensation

Mz. Kivosmiut: The prospector would
have to pay for any damage done, and also
pay for consequential damage.

Mr. CONNOR : Supposing the prospec-
tor was not in a position to pay for any
damage ?

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: If a
prospector put down a lot of shafts on pri-
vate property, where the owner was run-
uing his stock, the Bill would sufficiently
srotect the owner of the land. -

Mr. Kingsminl : No doubt about that,

Mr. IuincwortH : Hear, hear.

Amendment (Mr. Kingsmill’s) put and
aegatived on the voices. MRr. Krvasumi
called for a divigion, which was taken with
the following result:-—

Ayes 1n
Noes 13
Majority against 2
Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Connor 8ir John Forreet
Mr. Ewing Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Higham Mr. Hall
Mr. [lingworth Mr. Hubble
Mr. Kenny Mr. Lefroy
Mr, Kingsmill Mr. Locke
Mr. Leake Mr Monger
Mr. Moran Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Qats Mr, Piesse
Mr. 8clomon Sir J. G. Leo Steere
Mr.. Doherty M. Throssell
(Teller) Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr. Morgans
. {Teller)

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause as previously amended agreed to.

Clause 28—sagreed to.

Clause 29—Renewal of lease ; right to
renewal by traneferror or transferee of
portion of & mining lease:
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Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an nmendment, that the words “in Coun-
cil” be struck out. :

Put and passed, and clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 30—agreed to.

Clause 31—Pendency of application de- .

fined :

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
nn amendment, that the words “in Coun-
¢il” be struck out.

Put and passed.

Twe MINISTER OF MINES meoved, as
o further amendment, that the word
“part,” in sub-clause 3, line 4, be struck
out, and “Act” ingerted in Tieu thereof.

Put and possed, and clause as amended
ngreed to

Clause 32—Lease to continue in opera-
tion during pendency of application for
renewal :

Tre MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words “in Coun-
cil” be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause ns
amended agreed to.

Clouses 33 to 44, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 45—Amalgamation of leases
and ¢laims ; lien for wages; caveats:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the word “part,” in
line 3, be struck out, and “Act” inserted
in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 46—Private lands may be ex-
cepted from mining:

Twae MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
an amendment, that the words “in Coun-
¢il,” in lines 1 and 5, be struck out.

Put and passed, nnd the clause a1
amended agreed to.

Clanse 47—Easements
land :

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved, at
an amendment, that the words “in Coun
eil” be struck out.

Put and passed, And the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 48—agreed to.

Clause 49—Lessee no right to impound
or molest any animal belonging to the
owner on land, unless fenced :

Tis MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
sn amendment, that the word “the” in
line 1 be struck out, and “any” inserted
in lieu thereof. .

over private
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Put and passed.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
| a further amendment, that after the
i word “lessee,” in line 1, “licensee or claim-
holder” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that the words “the
said,” in line 4, be struck out and “any
adjoining” inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.

Tyr MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that the words “the
said land so demised under,” in line T,
be struck out and “nnd any land cccupied
under the provisions of” inserted in lien
thereof.

TPut and passed.

Tie MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that the words “the
said,” in line 12, be struck out and “such
adjoining” inserted in lieu thereof.

Put end passed.

Tug MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
& further amendment, that the words “so
demised,” in line 12, be struck out.

Put and passed.

Thue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that after the word
“lessee,” in line 12, “licensee or claim-
holder” be inserted.

Put and passed.

The MINISTER OF MINES moved as
further nmendments, that the words
“such lessee,” in line 7, page 20, be
struck out and “him” inserted in lien
thereof ; that “demised,” in the same line
be struck out, and “occupied” inserted in
lieu thereof ; that “to the said lessee,” line
8, be struck out; and that at the end of
the clause the words “licensee or claim-
holder” be inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as nmended agreed to.

Clause 50—Power for the Governor-in-
Council to grant licenses Lo comstruct
drives through iand occupied for wiming
purposes:

Tar MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the words “in Council,” line 9, be
struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 54, inclusive—agreed to.
Clause 55—Power to make Regula-
tions:
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Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved, as |
an amendment, that the words “in Coun- -
cil" be struck out. ‘

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause d6—agreed to.

Clause 5T—Regulations to be made:

Tug ATTORNEY GEXNERAL moved,
as nmendments, that the words “in Coun-
¢il” be struck out, and “hut not other-
wise” inserted in lieu thereof; also that l
the word “and,” line 3, be struck out;
al«n that after the word “mmend,” line 3,
“and repeal” be inserted.

Amendinents put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 58 to 62, inclusive—agreed to.

Schedule—agreed to.

Preamble and title—ngreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL,
No. 2 (BARDOC, BEVERLEY, Etc.).

SECOND READING.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell), in moving
the second reading, said : Thisis a Bill to
authorise the closing of certain roads and
streets in varioug towns and districts;
and I do not know that it calls for any
special statement on my part, for it
spenks for itself. I believe the clesing of
the roads and streets referred to has be-
come necessary, Members have the in-
formation before them, and I therefore
mave the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEB, BT(.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

At 6.28 p.m. the SreEakEr left the
chair.

At 7.30 the SrEARER resumed the chair.

ANNUAL ESTIMATRES,

FASSEMBLY.]

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Consideration resumed (from the last
sitting) at page 44,
Pvsuic Worgs DepartsExT (Director,
Hon. F, H. Piesse). |

Statement on Works.

STATEMENT ON PUBLIC WORKS.

,d\"ote, General Division, £162,997 10s.
7d.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
A3 announced at the last sitting of the
Houee, I regret that the time then at my
disposal did not permit me to complete
my address in connection with the Publie
Works Estimates, which I therefore post-
poned until this evening. As we have
now reached the first item of public works,
it is my intention to make a brief state-
ment with regard to the Public Works
Estimates for the year, aa set forth in the
Public Works Report, which has been
placed before hon. members. It will be
noticed, by those who have referred to the
report, that the last year’s expenditure
has been the largest in the history of the
Works Department ; and of courss it is
hardly necessary to point this out to hon.
members, for the reason that, in making
his Financial Statement to this House, the
Premier touched on this point, and said
the expenditure had, during the year, been
the largest on record. The amount ex-
pended from loan funds was £1,940,705;
from revenue, £847,241; or a total of
£2,787,946. There was expended in
England in connection with rolling stock,
rails, fastenings, etc., a sum of £765,000,
and in the colony £2,022,946. The prin-
cipal items upon which these amounts
were expended were in connection
withh  the railways and tramways,
The amount expended from revenue
in this direction was £46,255, and
from loan  £1,337,770 ;  totalling
£1,383,868. On harbour and river
improvements the amount expended
from revenue was £125,651, and from loan
£28,100, totalling £153,651; this total
being exclusive of the Fremantle harbour
works, on which the amount expended was
£165,569 from loan funds. On public
buildings and works, the amount expended
was £413,574 from revenue, and £6,394
from loan; making a total of £419,968,
In regard to the small amount thus spent
from loan, I may point out that the items
are balances of loan votes which were pas-
sed some years age. For instance, in
connection with works at Geraldton

I there was a small balance; also at dif-

ferent places throughout the colony small
balanees had remained in connection with
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various public buildings and works; and ! be a number of works carried into au-

as these balances were available, it was

decided to make use of them by expend- |

ing them on works which were carried
out in those places. On water conserva.
tion and stock routes, thizs being an im-.
portant item, we find that from revenue
we expended £41,375, and from loan
£175,891, or a total of £217,266. This
also is a very large amount, and points to
the fact that conservation of water and
the opening of stock routes have not been
loat sight of by the Government. In ad-
dition to this we find that on the item of
roads and bridges the large amount of
£109,5680 was expended from revenue, and
£11,819 from loan, or a total of £121,399.
In horing for coal nnd on miscellaneous
works we expended .£29,187 from revenue,
and £50,180 from loan; totalling
£79,367. The consolidated revenue es-
timates authorised us to expend a total

of £1,028,118, as follows : —Public Works, .

£474,454 ; buildings, £553,664. In pur-
suance of the programme which we set out

in the early part of the year, these works |

other year, and that is generally the ca.e ;
but had we not adopted thie policy of cur-
tailment, we would have expended the
whole of the amount authorised to be
spent on works and buildings, and if we
had carried out all those works, they would
probably have swelled the actusl expendi-
ture by another £50,000 or £70,000. But,
immediately we found that there was a
necessity to curtail the expenditure, only
those works which were absolutely neces-
sary were put in hand.  Therefore, s I
have pointed out, we were able to avoid
expending the whole of the amount which

. Parliament had voted for expenditure. To

clearly put the position before the Com-
mittee, I give o statement which was pre-
pared showing the amounts voted for ex-
penditure on the Estimates, and the
amounis over-spent or under-spent by the

. different departments of the State. I

were proceeded with vigorously; but as .

the year weni on we found there was a
necessity for curtailing the expenditure
and lessening the carrying out of the
works ; consequently the department did

everything in its power to reduce the ex- |

do not wish, of course, to place this be-
fore hon. members with a view to showing
what the other departments expended, but
merely want to put myself right as the
Minister in control of this department.
We have been accused of all kinds of ex-
travagance, and all kinds of reckless ex-
penditure ; and so many hard things have

: been said about us in connection with the

peaditure, with the result that we saved :

£180,000 upon the amounts which we had
estimated to expend within the year,
has been said that the Works Department

i8 responsible for the deficit ; but I think

the Premier, in referring to that matter
in his Financial Statement, pointed out
that the department succeeded, in conse-
quence of the curtailment of expenditure
in the latter part of the year, in saving
the amount of £180,000 which would
otherwise have been expended as author-
ised.

Mr. InuaveworTE: What do you mean
b}' “S&V'i. ’?

Tem DIRECTOR OF PUBILIC
WORES: We did not expend the whole
amount we were authorised to expend, and
which we should have expended if we had
gone on with all the works authorised.

Mr. IrunaworTR : Is it not a fact that
you pushed some works forward to the

It !

next year—not that you abandoned them? |

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WOREKS: Of course there are bound to

department, that I would like to show to
the Committee that, if it had not been for
the efforts which weremade by this depart-
ment, the result of the year’s operations
would not have been so satisfactory to
the country as it has been.  Of course we
find that the amounts of the different de-
partments set out in this statement have
been much exceeded in rome Instances;
but we find in regard to the Public Works
Department, as I pointed out before, that
the vote of £1,028,118, and the expendi-
ture of £847,238 meant that we made the
saving to which I have referred, equal to
17.60 per cent. on the amounts which we
were entitled to expend.

Mg, Iuuxoworrh: How do you make
out that you are saving, when you have
to spend it?

Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The railways and tramways vote was
£866,396, and the expenditure was
£812,647, which resulted in a saving n
expenditure of £13,749, or 1.53 per cent.
The amount voted for the Works Depart-
ment was £1,028,118; the actual ex-
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penditure was £847,238, showing a saving -

of £180,880, equal to 17.60 per cent.
Thus, had other departments spent only
the amounts voted, and if the amount
underspent by the Works Depariment
were taken into consideration, the deficit
resulting would have been £6,000 only,
instend of that actually realised,
£186,804; and, further, if the amount
underspent by the Railways Department
were taken into consideration, the deficit
realised would have actually been con-
verted into o surplus of £7,700. So soon
ar. the department realised that the anti-
cipated revenue would fall short of the
estimate, immedinte steps were taken to
exercire rigid economy, not only with re-
gard to works, but in connection with the
staff ; and during the six months ending
the 30th June, 1897, no less than one
hundred officers were retrenched, the net
decrease for the year being seventy. It
has been stated that we did not commence
our retrenchment as early ns we might
have done ; but 1 should like to point out,
too, that this is the only department
which really commenced the retrenchment
enrly in the year. Of course I do not say
this to put one department against an-
other, but to show that I recognised early
in the year that there was a necessity for
retrenchment. [ commenced at once,
with a desire to cut down expenditure,
tn bring about a reduction in the staff,
with the remult that is shown by the
report.

Me. Inuxgworta: How much did you
save! Because that is actual snving.

Tue DIRECTOR.OF PUBLIC WORKS:
T have the exact fizures, which I will give
presently. It must be borne in mind
that, in eurtailing the expenditure the de-
partment was considerably hempered by
the fact that shortly after the Estimates
were passed, a Inrge majority of the works
provided for on Inst venr’s Estimates,
something  between  £400,000 and
£500,000, had been actuallv commenced.
If we bad then only those works to com-
mence at the heginning of the year, a
much larcer saving would have been
effected : but, not having the opportunity
of saving upon that large proportion of
the works, we could onlv turn our atten-
tion to works which had not commenced.
I hon. members will leok to this faet,
they will find that if it had heen possible

Statement on Works.

to have reduced the expenditure earlier
inthe year, every effort would have been
made to reduce it ; but we were bound to
meet our obligations, and therefore quite
eight or nine months had gone by be-
fore I was able to do anything in the way
of curtailing expenditure; that is, in a
way which would affect the spending of
the department. Now, althcugh a large
saving was made lnst year in regard to
the expenditure, I should like to point
out that this cannot he dope this year.
If hon. members will refer to the Rsti-
mates, they will find that the amount
asked for this year, including “depart-
mental,” is only £379,000, which, allow-
ing £46,000 for the departmental expendi-
ture in connection with salaries and so
forth, will leave only an amount of
£333,000. This iz o much lower amount
than has been expended during the last
five years; consequently, during this
year there can be no prospect—indeed
there is no prospect—of saving very much
out of this sum of £333,000. Therefore
the House may expect that the whole of
this amount will be expended, excepting
perhaps in respect of some works which
are pot considered extremely urgent; or,
in regard to the administration of the
department, where any money can he
saved ; or, in regard also to additions and
repairs to buildings, where any money
can be saved. T should like to point out
that every effort will be made to exercise
the most rigid economy in connection
with such expenditure. We find, for in
stance, that we have something like
£40,000 set down for additions and im-
provements to buildings; and, iz con-
nection with works of that ¢haracter upon
which a saving can be made, I wish it to
he understood that every effort will be
wnde to save.

Mr. IuaxewortH: All those worke will
have to be done.

Twz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES: Of course 1 should like the
Committee to understand this too, that
during the last two or three years cur
policy has been to carry out our works
with the greatest possible despatch ; and
the result has been that all these build-
ingz hnve had to be furnished wherever
they have been erected. It is not like
putting a small amount of furniture into
an old building, or adding to a building :



Annnal Estimates :

but all these new buildings needed a
large amcunt of furniture; and a good
deal of expenditure has been incurred in
connection with their upkeep, so that this
has been a very heavy item. I am glad
to say that as most of the buildings are
complete, or nearing completion, and as
most of them are furnished, items of an
extraneous character, which are neces
sary and are not provided for specially,
will not be g0 numerous in the future as
they have been in the past. With re
gaord to the total loan money expenditure
wade up to the end of June last, this
amounted to £8,583,750, of which a few
of the principal items are:—Railways
and tramways, £5,931,372; harbour and
river improvements, £1,020,890; stock
routes and water conservation, £486,935.
The first two items need very little ex-
planation, because I dealt with them in
the Railway Estimates; and with regard
to stock routes and water conservation,
the amount expended to date being
£186,955, 1 may say that a considerable
portion of this amount has been expended
on the goldfields for water conservation
there, algo in connection with the reser-
voirs and other works which have been
carried out throughout the length and
breadth of the goldfields; so that the
work actually connected with stock routes
has not been of a heavy character.

Mg, A. Forresr: How much has been
gpent o gtock routes?

Tue DIRECTOR OF TUBLIC
WORKS: The details the hon. mewber
asks for will be found in the report,
though the items are lumped together in
the summary [ have given. On public
buildings it will be found that the total
amount expended out of loan last year
was £138173. Tt will be found thau
this amount is small as compared with
the large amount expended on other
works out of loan; showing, as it does,
that this colony has not expended much
money out of loan upon buildings, and
I think we should be gratified to find it
has pot done so. I may say, too, that
persons from the eastern colonies who
have visited Western Australia have fre-
quently, in talking over thiz matter, con-
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gratulated us upon our not having apent -
much money on buildings out of loan

moneys.  Most of our buildings, except

those represented by this small amount— |
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small as compared with the large expendi-
ture of the department—have been paid
for out of revenue: therefore they are
not a direct charge upon the State in the
way of interest. Of course, if capitalised,
there is no doubt they would mean &
large suw of money; but we have not
to provide the interest on the mouney ex-
pended for those buildings; therefore I
consider this a eatisfactory state of
things, for the reason that the larger
works, which have absorbed nearly the
whole of the amount of loan moneys, are
interest-paying.  For instance, I have
shown that the railways now open repre-
gent £5,931,000, or nearly six millions of
the £8,500,000 expended, and are paying
& profit on capital of 4.62 per cent.; so
that this is's most satisfactory state of
things, althvugh, as I pointed out before,
the profits are not so good a# they were
last year. Now, with regard to the cost
of administration, I want to show how
we can economise.  Although we have
endeavoured to economise in every way
possible, as regards the expenditure in
connegtinn with buildings, I will show by
what method we can economige in con-
nection with our administration, and that
is by centralising. If we could bring all
our departments together within one
building, and do the whole of our official
work there, by administering the depart-
ments front one office, there would be 2
preat saving.  Of course the exipencies
of the service hnve caused us to provide
a large stafi to carry on the work, and it
has been difficult to get that staff into
anything like a central position so that
it could be administered from one set of
buildings.  As we all know, they have
heen scattered all over the eity, in three
ot four different sets of offices ; but, with
the exception of the survey branch, we
have succeeded in bringing together into
the old Larracks all the branches of the
department ; therefore one step hae been
taken towards centralising the whole of
the officers in thie department. If we
could bring the whole of the branches
under one roof, there would be an im-
mense saving—in faet I think a saving
of quite 15 to 20 per cent. in the cost of
administration.  Thiz of eourse cannot
be done just now. It was hoped that,
this year, we ghould have been able,
either to have provided a2 new building
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for this purpose, or to have put up sowe
temporary buildings at the barracks, ana
thus brought the whole of the staff to-
pether ; but, unfortunately, it was impos-
sible to do this. As you know, large
buildings were erected in the centre of
this city, which were supposed to be large
enough to house many branches of the
public service ; but the way in which the
gervice has grown caused all the new
offices to be immediately taken up by the
different departments which were then
in the building; and as it has been my
vbject to reduce, as far as possible, the
cost under thiz head, we have, wherever
possible, brought the different depart-
inents into the new buildings which have
heen erected. The Engineer-in-Chief has
dealt with this subject in a portion of his
report, and the Under Secretary for Pub-
lic Works has also dealt with it. If you
will refer to the report of last year, you
will find it there; and I also dealt with
it myself at the time, but was unable to
do anything in consequence of our not
being in a position to erect the new build-
ing. The different works which have been
carried our during the year it iz hardly
necessary for me to deal with in detail,
because you have before you this year
the report, which has not been in your
hands at 80 early a date before; conse-
quently I hope hon. members will take the
opportunity of looking through it. 1
peed not say much about it. With re-
gard to the Fremantle harbour works, as
we know those works have been carried
wut very expeditiously, and we have ex-
pended upon the main scheme this year
£163,562, The total length of wharf
opened during the year, including that
portion opened last year, amounts to
8,750 feet. The south meole, which was
nearing completion at the time T placed
my statement before the House last year,
has been finished, and nearly the whole
of the blasting has also been completed.
The dredging is in a fair way of progress,
and arrangements are heing made for the
addition of dredges. Two more dredges
are to he imported, one of which should

snon afterwards, and these, together with
a number of dredges ordered, should as-
sist us in very expeditiously carrying out
the remainder of this great work. As 1
pointed out with regard to roads and
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bridges, a large amount bas been ex-
pended, and it will be shown thae
throughout the length and breadth of the
colony, all the works put in hand are
completed, many useful works having been
carried out in various parts of the colony.
With regard to sewerage and water sup-
ply for towns, although it was announced
that the Governmeat intended proceeding
with the sewerage works this year, it has
since been decided not to proceed with
them at present; but the department
which has them in hand has sofficient to
ocoupy its time, under Mr. Hodgson, by
carrying out the work in connection with
the Coolgardie water scheme, although
there is a small branch still engaged in
obtaining more information in regard to
the sewerage works, which will be avail-
able by the time it iz needed. The ar-
tesinn boring carried out in different
places is fully dealt with in the report, it
being proved that we have a large supply
of artesinn water ; the bore at Guildford
being the most recent, and giving a yield
of something over one million gallong per
day. The water supply on the fields,
too, has occupied a good deal of attention
during the year, bui although a large
number of tanks were constructed, I am
Orry to say that very few of them have
been filled with water. Three or four are
filled, but, with regard to the remainder,
there has heen very little rain with which
to fill them. As to the wells on the gold-
fields, it has been decided this year to
lease a large number of them, the reason
being that it will reduce the cost of main-
tenance, and, in my opinion, it is a right
step to take, because without it there
would be a necessity to engage men to
look after these wells, and pay high sal-
aries in outlying districts. I made en-
quiry, and found it would be possible in
nany instances to obtain a revenue by
leasing them, and, as I say, effect a sav-
ing in the cost of maintenance. Wells
will be lensed on certain conditions, so as
not to give the leaseholder a monopoly,
and the water will be sold under certain

- eonditions as regnrds price, so that the
arrive early next year, the other following -

public will not have to pay any more for
the water than at present. The price will
be the same, and, in accordance with the
conditions, people will be supplied as they
have been by the Government. The ar-
chitectural departmient, which is a depart-
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ment that, of course, more closely comes
under the notice of most members, and
one which has received a gnod deal of
tensure from time to time, has, I am glad
to say, done a very great deal of good
work during the past year. The total
amount expended was £411,681, as
pointed out before in my opening remarks.
The programme, of course, has been a
heavy one, and although a great deal of
comment has been made with regard to
the class of buildings erected, still 1
think that on the whole the class of work
put into these buildings is of the very best
character ; the designs which have heen
adopted during the past year or eighteen
months are inproved ; and in every way
we have endeavoured, as far as possible,
to make them as cheap as we could, con-
sistent with good work. We have gone
in for the plainest class of building where
necessary, and, in fact, in some of our
larger buildings we have endeavoured to
do away with all unnecessary ornamenta-
tion. This work has beer carried out
during the year without increasing the
gtafi. In faect it was one of the depart-
ments in which it was found necessary to
reduce the staff. As I pointed out, im-
medintely the necessity had arisen, the
gtaff was reduced from 168 to 91, and
owing te the emall number of works which
are provided for in this year's Estimates,
it is still further proposed to reduce the
staff to 42, so that by the end of the year
the staff should be very considerably re-
duced. OF course, a great many of those
who are now employed in the department
appent on the Estimates ; but if members
refer tor the Estimates, they will find these
are only provided for in relation to a
portion of the year; consequently if the
necessity does not arise during the next
vear for greater expenditure, the Esti-
mates presented to thc House next year,
as regards the staff, should be very much
gmaller than this year. There is one very
useful work which has been carried out
by this department during the year, which
I would like to mention. I refer to the
standardisation of plana. The whole of
the buildings of such a character as may
be repeated throughout the country have
been standardised, and I un pleased to
say this has effected a very considerable
saving, For inatance, schools of different

kinds have beep standardised, and the.
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standards have been arrived at after con-
sultation with those who are likely to re-
quire schools. TFor instance, the Inspec-
tor General has met the officers of our
department, and he has discussed the
matter with them. They have come to
gome understanding as to what type of
school should be erected; and, by be
ing arranged numerically, they can come
to some undersianding s to the number
of children requiring to be accommodated.
It is not difficult then to decide upon the
plan of a building required for a locality
in accordance with the number of child-
ren. Consequently we save a good deal
of time, and a good deal of money also,
in having schools of this character stan-
dordised, and alse having our plan  ready
for going on with the work. This applies
also to all buildings of the character of
hospitals, police stations, telegraph sta-

tions, post offices, nand other works
of that kind. Of  course it
entailed a good deal of work in

the first instance; but now the plans
have rll been completed, there should be
no difficulty in the future in denling wich
small buildings of the character I have
mentioned. We have been working on
the standard plan for some time. There
is one thing I would like t¢ mention.
With the concurrence of the House I can-
not do better than read a short paragraph
from the report, because we are often
blamed for many things which really the
department should not be blamed for.
For instance, if a building has been re-
quired in a certain place, and the building
erected has not been of the character, or
type, which it was considered it should
have been, the whole of the blame has
fallen upon the Public Works Department.
I think we have quite enough to bear as
it is, without having cast upon us the
blame which should be attached to other
peonle. It is very clearly set forth, I
think, in the report, which I will read.
The report says:—

The Public Works Department is often sub-
jected to ndverse comment, and held respan-
sible in the minds of some for the initiation
and location of public buildings. T think it
iz only fair that I should emphasise the fact
that the department is credited with a great
dezl more influence and power in this comnec-
tion that it actually possesses.  Its architec-
tural section is purely executive, and merely
puts into effect the wishes expressed by Par-
liament per medium of the Estimates. It is,
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in fact, in a position analagous to that of a !
private architect who ects on the instructions '
of his clients, on the reasonable assumption that
they are the best judges of their own require-
ments. I think it must be admitted that the
Public Works Department is not in a positivn
to express an opinion as to whether, for in-
stance, a school, a post-office, or a hospital,
should be erected in any given place. Otber
advisers of the Government are in a position
to do this, inasmuch as it comes within their
special province to know the number of
children, the postal business transacted, or the
number of indigent sick in any given locality.
Pursuant to this conception of our functions,
plana are invariably submitted for approval to
the department concerned, and the Public
Warks Department does not erect any huilding
otherwise, for it has no data on which to
decide, say the size of a school or hospital,
whether it is to accommodate 20 or 100 scholars
or patients, as the case may be.

Now I think that often we are asked to do
things, and are probably charged with de-
lay in connection with these works, when
the information which we should have ob-
tained, and which should have been given '
Ly other departments, has not been forth-

[ASSEMBLY.]

coming. [ frequently have pointed this
out, because it means that we are not sup-
posed, for instance, to know what is re-
quired perhaps in a certain locality for
another department, for a school or a
hospital.  Although many times hospi-
tals which have been erected have heen
said to be too large, or to afford too much
accommodation, and we have been accused
of extravagance in having carried out the
work said to be too costly, I would point
out that we have been charged with doing
things which really we were not respon-
sible for. The Medical Department have
stated what they required, and in fact
they have insisted upon having these -
things done; and while they are within

the estimate, we have to, as far as pos-
sible, meet the wigher of the different de-
partments, and get the work carried out
according to their requirements. There-
fore I cannot see how the Public Works °
Department are to be blamed for carrying L

out the work, which after all has provided
ascommodation for the requirements of ‘
other departments.

Mgr. IuuaNgworTH : And the accommioda- ’
tion costs twice as much as it ought to do.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS : [
That follows, I suppose, according to the
hon. member's idea.

Mr. Leage: You bave no check.

|
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Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORES :
Weo have a check. When the accommeoda-
tion asked for is shown to be necessary,
the work has to be put in hand ; but do
not blame a department which, after all,
has nothing to do with the nature of the
accommedation, because we are not sup-
posed to know whether the accommoda-
tion is needed or not.

Mr. Leake: As long as you have the
money, you do not care how it is spent.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
That is about it. With regerd to the ac
countant’s branch, that is another branch
which of course has grown largely ; but it
has been found necessary to deal with the
large public expenditure which has gone
on from time to time, Instead of the ac-
counts being paid to the public creditor
through the Treasurer over the counter.
a good deal of money, in fact most of it.
is paid by the Public Works accountant ;
therefore a large staff has become neces-
sary.  But, in consequence of the reduc-
tion in the expenditure, it will be found
necessary to reduce this too, like all other
departments. I may say the work has
been carried out very satisfactorily, al-
though some friction has existed which,
no doubt, will be dealt with in connection
with a matter now before the House—a
motion which a member intends to move.
I hope to be able to deal with that when
the subject is brought forward, and 1 wili
reserve any remarks with regard to this
officer.  Still, I may say that on the
whole the department has worked wmost
satisfactorily. = What I have to do is to
speak of the office and the work as carried
out ; and the Auditor General, who, after
all, was the best judge of this, has given a
most satisfactory account of the Public
Works necountant branch during the year.
With regard to the Cool Storage Depart-
ment, that is another department which
comes under the control of the Public
Works Department, but which properly
should be under the control of the Agricul-
tural department. I asked v hon. col-
league to take over this department last
vear, because I considered that, as it was
built entirely out of funds for the develop-
ment of aericulture. it should he under
the control of that department. It is
really built for the purpose of encouraging
the preduction of food stuffis and perish-

- able goods, and for the protection of those
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@oods; and I think that instead of that
being left as it has been under the Public
Works Departinent, it is reasonable for
this departent now to be relieved of it. I
certainly consider it a work, or department,
which could perhaps be as well managed
and betier looked after by the Agricultural
Department in consequence of the nature
of its work, than it can be by the Public
Works Department. The department has
had, during the past year, an income from
this source of £2,5678, the expenditure
being £2,059, there being thus a profit of
£519 ; so there has been no expense to the
State in connection with this department.
It has given a very good return indeed;
so that, after all, if the Agricultural De-
partment had taken it over, they would
have had a paying departmeni to handle.
With regard to the question of these large
works, in connection with which the de-
partment. have alwaye been charged with
extravagance in relation to the designing
and 8o forth—I refer to the Mint, the Ob-
gervatory, and various buildings of that
kind—as I pointed out when speaking on
the Address-in-Reply, it is hardly fair to
blame the department for these designs.
The Mint is a work in regard to which we
really followed out the designs supplied
from Eogland, and subsequently it wans
found necessary to make greater additions
to it in consequence of the large output of
gold ; but immediately mention was made
of the fact, it was snid this department
win responsible for the inereased cxpendi-
ture.

A Meuner: What is the total cost of
the Mint?

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
About £40,000 altogether.  Although
the work has been completed for the last
seven or eight weeks, still there iz a great
deal more to do in connection with fitting
up machinery, which is no part of the Pub-
lic Works undertaking.  As I said before,
it is very difficult to deal with a subject
like this after the report has been placed
upon the table. It would have been far
easier and more interesting for me if I
could have dealt with a question of this
kind before placing that report on the
table, for the reason that the report hav-
ing been brought forward, it gives mem-
bers most of the facts which I have to de-
liver to them to-night. Most of my re-
marks will come to them second-hand, and
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not be so interesting. It is, I say, not
s0 easy to give an interesting account of
what bas been done ; but as the report has
been placed before members, and as that
report, I take it, gives full information,
there is no necessity for me to deal at fur-
ther length with the Public Works report
in detail. All I have to say, in con-
clusion, with regard to works generally,
is that although there has been a very
large expenditure, as I pointed out, still
after all, the department should not be
blamed for that very large expenditure.
It is really carrying out the wishes of Par-
liament. A very large amount was voted,
an]l prior to the last year or 18 months
we always have had it said that, no matter
what money was voted by the House for
certain works, the works were to be carried
out, and despatch was necessary. Of
course the great object has been te push
ahead.  Every part of this country has
wanted us to carry out these works
with despatch, and we know very well
the large extent of country over which
our administration extends. We know,
too, that the inspection necessary
for carrying out these large works
means a very preat increase of the
cost in connection with the administration
of the department. Members will, I
think, see, therefore, that although there
has been such a large number of works,
still after all, taking all the facts into con-
sideration, including the increased cost of
cverything during the last two years, the .
works have been carried out on a fairly
economical basis. The officers of the de-
partment have been most zealous in their
work, and I cannot speak too highly of
the heade of the different branches
who have from time to time responded to
the ealls which have been made upon them.
They have been over-burdened with work,
in most instances, and the consequence is
that. if the country is to have these works
carried out economically, there should not
be such a large programme of works under-
taken as was undertaken during fhe past
year or two. This will enable us during
the present year to overtake arrears, and
I hope the result will be satisfactory to
the House and the country. T caunot
conclude thege remarks without again em-
phasising the fact that, noiwithatanding
nll that has been said in connection with
this department, and considering also
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that, no matter what service is required, ' all in hand. With the exception of about

whether it be on the far distant goldfields
in connection with our water supply, or

whether it be in connection with our pub- |

lic buildings, our stock routes, our roads, |

our water supply in towns, or other re-
quirements in the country, all the officers
of the department have responded to the
calls upon them in a way for which I give
them credit, And I think too that, now
we have come to the end of most of the
large works, the Committee will, after all,
in looking into the facts of the case, agree
with me that every care has been exer-
cised in connection with the expenditure.
Although it has been so frequently said
the works have cost more than they
should have done, yet if we look round we
ghall gee that the cause is due in a great
measure to the increased cost of all mate-
rials required in these works, also the
high rate of wages we have had to pay ;
and, allowing for all these, I think our
works will compare most favourably with
those which have been carried out by pri-
vate individuals,

[Debate ensued on the Works Esti-
mates generally.] ’

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: In dealing with
these items in the Works Estimates. it
was desirable to know how much of the
works were really begun and how much
were: transfers from last year ; and, as to
the transfers, how did they represent the
£180,880 said to have been saved from
last year. The only saving which could
e made in the working of the department
would be in the reduction of the men em-
ployed. To have postponed works from
last year until this year was not a saving,
because the works had to be provided for
in the present year. He had already
urged the necessity for a reduction in the
expenditure of the Works Department, as
cne of the great spending departments ;
and he did not see how there could be
much saving effected in other depart-
ments, Were these works all in hand, or
so definitely promised that they could not
be stayed ? Were there any items in
these works that could be struck out, or
which the Government could reduce inthe
recess 7

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORK #
These works which were provided for in
the Egtimates for the year were princi-
pally in connection with schools, apd wera

twelve items on the Estimates, all the
works were in hand, and those which were
not in hand were absolutely necessary.
Mr. HOLMES: Members who wished
to reduce the expenditure did not desire
to have wholesale retrenchments of civl
gervants who were doing good work for the
country ; but members desired to have a
careful public works policy and an econo-
mical hapdling of the funds., As to the
assurance that nearly £190,000 had been
saved during the year as compared with
the authorisations, there was also a pre-
vious statement made by the Director of
Public Works to a newspaper reporter,
when interviewed some months ago, to
the effect that he saw af early as Septem-

ber, 1897, the necessity for re-
irenchment.  Therefore, while mem-
bers must loock to the Director

of Public Works for guidance i pass-
ing the Works Estimates, ome must say
that, if the House could have known 12
months ago that there was going to be
such lavish and reckless expenditure dur-
ing the year as had actually taken place,
notwithstanding this saving of £190,000,
this House would certainly not have
passed those Estimates. It also ap-
peared that the works authorised by I'ar-
liament last year amounted to £240,000
more than were actually completed, and
yet only £190,000 of the amount voted
remained unspent ; thercfore it must fol-
low that there had been a reckless expen-
diture on works lo the extent of £52,000,
as the difference between the amount
authorised to be spent and the smount re-
maining unspent. That point needed ex-
planation. Members were told also that
the Government stores at Fremantle re-
presented £500,000.

Tue Direcror oF Pusuc WoRgs:
£400,000.

Mr. HOLMES: Well, he wag prepar d
to admit the stores might have cost
£400,000 ; bui how had the stores ancu-
mulated? Ope instance would illui*rate
the system. The Works Departm2nt
undertook to build a swing-bridge at Fre-
mantle, some time ago; and after the
contract had been let rome one discovered
that a swing-bridge would not act watic-
fauterily, and the particular work was 10t
gene on with.  The cobntractos; when
congulted, said he had expended £7.0(4



Awnual Estimates :

fur lifting-gear in connection witu 1he
swing-bridge ; and, as he required «ua-
JeLsation, the result was that the £1,0090
werth of gear was handed over to the
GGevernment storekeeper, and was credited
as stores, instead of charging the £1,000
towards the cost of that work. The
actual value of the gear taken over was
to-day what it would fetch as scrap, un-
less some other works were undertaken in
which the gear could be used, and that
was very doubtful. This instance showed
how stores had acecumulated at Fre
mantle. He understood the Treasurer had
given instructions that no more stores
were to be imported ; but, if that were
s0, the effect would be that some stores
would have to be purchased locally, at
any price that might be required.

Mz. Dosgprry: Why not give local in-
dustry a chance?

Mg, HOLMES: The system of ordering
stores was to make out an indent and
send it to the Storekeeper, and he sent
it on to London; and when the stores
were eventually landed at Fremantle, the
particular officers were nadvised accord-
ingly ; but in some cases the work fo:
which those stores had been ordered was
found te have been abandoned in the
weantinie.  This also showed how the
stores had accumulated at Fremantle ;
an:l any ordinary person would value the
present accumulation at about half the
cosl, If the Government would pursue
a vareful, business-like policy in the ex-
penditure of public money, they would
tind wany hon. members willing to sup-
pori them ; but if they continued the
reckless policy which they had carried out
in the past, he at all events would not be
found talking from the Government side
of the House. He found officers were al-
lowed to go out to all parts of the country
superintending works, and were allowed
to draw on the Treasury for what were
known as “field orders,” items of that sort
appearing in the Estimates at page 46.

Mg. Donerty : What was the number of
the items 1

Mg. HOLMES: When the time came
for settlement in connection with these
field orders, the particular officers were
not always to be found, and yet Parlia-
ment was now asked to recoup this ex-
penditure. No attempt appeared to
have been made in the Estimates, this
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year, to reduce many of the officers and
heads of departments; and he found, for
instance, that the supervision of buildings
was to cost the country as much this year
as it did last, although the new buildings
were not to be nearly so numerous. With
regard to the Asliburton jetty, which cost
over £12,000, he had been told the Gov-
ernment were informed by the engineer
who went up to survey the work that, if
it was constructed at that particular spet,
the first storm would blow it away; and
the result was as predicted. The first
storm demolished the structure.

Mz. A. Forrest: It was only nailed to-
gether ; not bolted.

Mg. HOLMES: That made the thing
the more serious, for surely there were
enough supervisors and inspectors to see
the work carried out properly. The
Director of Public Works, although he
had done his best for the country, had
men attached to his department for whom
the country could not find the money to
carry out their expensive ideas. He (Mr.
Holmes) would de his best to assist in re-
ducing the officers drawing large salaries,
which some of them undoubtedly did not
earn. .

Mr. A. FORREST: The enormous ter-
ritory over which the works represented
in this vote were scattered rendered it
difficult for private members to criticise
particular items. All who travelled
through the country knew that, rightly or
wrongly, there was a large expenditure of
public money in connection with this de-
partment, and that it was not always
spent in the most economical way. Pub-
lic buildings wera erected in & style beyond
the colony’s requirements. The expendi-
ture in respect of the new post-office at
Kalgoorlie, and public buildings in Cool-
gardie, was quite unjustifiable at the pre-
sent time. Naturally, the Parliamentary
representatives and the inhabitants of
these districts demanded buildings worthy
of them ; but such buildings were beyond
the colony’s means, and the same could
be said of public buildinge generally
throughout the counfry. From an archi-
tectural point of view, they were most ex-
travagantly constructed.

Mg. Donerry: That remark could not
apply to the North

Mz. A. FORREST: No; the Govern-
ment never spent any money in the North,
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excepb on Jetties. An instance of such |
expenditure would be found in the Ash-
burton jetty, where the planks were glued |
together or fastened with a few spikes, |
and the first storm blew the structure !
away. The catastrophe could hardly be
laid at tbe door of the Director of Public
Works, who doubtless trusted his officers ;
but the Committee should find out who
the contractors were, and why the inspec-
tor in charge passed such work. It could
hardly be supposed that the inspector
would allow the work to be slummed un-
less he were well paid for it. Had he (Mr.
A. Forrest) been in the position of the
Minister, he would have insisted upon an
inquiry-

Mr. HoLxEs : There was a chief inspec-
tor's office in Perth.

Mr. A. FORREST : But this work was
thousands of miles away, and the head of
the department could not possibly watch
all the work in course of consiruction
throughout the colony. As he had main-
tained for many ‘years, the department
wag too big; and the railways must be
separated from the works. No one mem-
ber of the Ministry, no matter how capable,
could manage both. Though the present
Minister worked almost night and day, he
could not do everything. The Govern-
ment should consider this matter during
recess, with a view to the separation of
the two departments. Something would
have to be said in respect to the salaries
fixed by the House. Hon. members could
not control the salaries of officers tempora-
rily appointed, but there was no reason
why the permanent staff should draw
higher salaries than those granted by Par-
liament. At a later stage he would ask
why the salary of the Engineer-in-Chief,
which wis estimated at £1,500, appeared
as £1,625. The extra sum of £125 should
have been put down as expenses, instead
of being included in the officer’s salary.

Trve Presigr: The officer did not re-
ceive that amount,

Mr, A. FORREST: Hon. members
could only look at the papers placed he-
fore them. \

Mg. Moveer: Did the hon. member
wish the Government supporters to sit in
Opposition ?

Mg, FORREST: Taking an inde-
pendent attitude on the Estimates, as he
prided himeelf in doing, vet he sunported |
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the Government generally. He congratu-

' lated the Minister on the manner in

which the public works accounts had been
placed before the Committee, for, unlike
the railway accounts, they were clear and
comprehensible. The department would
doubtless receive from hon. members the
consideration it deserved, and any criti-
cisms would be taken by the Minister in
good part. The Works Department spent
practically the whole of the revenue of the
country, and hon. members must point
out where the department was in error,
and where money could be saved. Mem-
bers should keep themselves closely in
touch with what was going on, to prevent
reckless expenditure wherever possible.
The Minister took credit for having saved
nearly £181,000 last year by spending
less than the authorisations. That was
& good thing, otherwise the Treasurer’s
debit balance would have been increased
by that sum. The colony was passing
through a slight depression, which could
hardly last long ; but it behoved
every man to let caution mark his way ;
and, in dealing with the items of these
votes, the Minister would doubtless be
willing to give the fullest answers to the
many questions which hon. members
wight put.

Mg. LEAKE: Members were asked to
pay for the extravagance of last year, and
were thus committed really to the com-
pletion of many public works in hand.
The Governnient were bound by vonirat,
and if the works were completed, the money
must be paid, otherwise they would have
suits for damages on all sides. The
Minister asked us, the other ¢vening, to
allow himn 12 months te consider lisg
position, and turn over a new leaf
The Minister had not made an ap-
peal in regard to the Public Works
Department similar to that which he
made in relation to the railways;
but membars would have to give him
another 12 months to mend his ways.
‘When the Minister came back next vear,
he ought to have a better tale to tell, and
o better account of his administration
generally. It was a curious excuse that
the Government had to comply with the
demanda of the members of each particu-
far district. The fact was, Ministers could
ant eny “nn.” Last year there was a general
clection, and “no” would have been a nasty
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word, in those days. Undoubtedly a num-
ber of extravagant works had been dis-
tributed all over the country, and we had
to pay for them, and were face to face
with the fact that there was a difficulty in
finding the money. The revenue had de-
creased and the expenditure had increased.
He did not wonder at the wail coming from
the Government benches, and particularly
the Treasury benches; and, after all, the
best thing that could be done was to ac
cept the assurances which had Leen given,
and allow the Government enough rope
to hang themselves. That was the posi-
tion the Government would speedily find
themselves in, if they attempted to carry
out the public works policy disclosed in
the Estimates, in view of the financial
position of the country.  There had not
been o sufficient attempt to cut down all
round. The Director had sad that as
zoon as he saw the revenue was falling off,
and retrenchment was necessary, he be-
gan to retrench. Retrenchment was
riecessary even in September last, on his
own admission ; yet three months after-
wards he asked for a million to spend on
railways and buildings. There was no
attempt to retrench then.. The Minister
having committed the country to huge
contracts, the country “must find the
woney ; -but this was not a fair way in
which to treat Parliament. It had been
pointed out how extravagant some of the
public works had been ; one of them being
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sometimes paid for twice over. He had
pretty good authority for that statement.
He had heard of it from gentlemen in the
Public Works Department.

Mr. Donerry: How could orders be
paid twice! They were all numbered.

Me. LEAKE: We heard and knew of
many cases of peculation in the outlying
districts. 'We heard constantly of officers
being dismissed, but they were not pro-
secuted, because a prosecution would ne-
cessitate an exposure of the particular de-
partment at fault. But the public lost
the money all the sgame.  Everything was
forced along at high pressure, instead of
the expenditure heing spread over a con-
siderable length of time; consequently
everything stopped suddenly, and it was
that which caused ourtrouble at the pre-
sent time. He hoped Ministers would
profit by the experience which members
on the Opposition side of the House told
them they would have. There was one
item which the Minister did not refer to,
namely, we were asked to vote £40,000
for roads and bridges throughout the
country. In the departmental report,
the Under Secretary suggested, in relation

. to this £40,000, that the Government
. should be actuated by the principle of

a jetty which blew away, another a use- ’

less drawbridge at Fremantle, and others
were cowrthouses on the goldfields; also
at Geraldton, and all over the country.
There was no building in Perth which
came up to any of those, so far ag suita-
bility to their purpose was concerned, and
yet we were denied a few thiousands to
build & Supreme Court in Perth, where
most of the administration of justice was
carried on.
ply to Ministers, but there was a good deal
of peculation going on outside. In the
case of a contractor, a man might come
along and meagure up & portion of work,
gay & cutting, and the certificate having
been given, the contracter was paid. Sub-
sequently dnother official came along and

helping those who helped themselves;

and he stated that, of the 75 existing roads

boards, 6nly six so far had struck a rate.
Mr. Morax: The goldfields had done

Mr. LEAKE: Ok, no.
Tue  Dmecror oF Pusuc Womks:
Yes; Kalgoorlie.

Mgr. Moraw: Kalgoorlie struck a very
big rate.

Mr. LEAEKE: Yes; and Coolgardie and
North-East Coolgardie were going to.
The Under Secretary said the want of

B0,

, some logical basis on which to distribute

This observation did not ap-

the annual sum granted by Parliament for
roads boards had long been apparent, and
that one’s mind naturally reverted to the
safe principle of helping those who helped
themselves.  While agreeing with the
principle, the Under Secretary was not, at
present, prepared to urge its adoption,

. because in the sparsely populated districts

measured up the whole cutting, and the

contractor was afterwards paid for the
whole. Orders for money were sent to
the heads of departments, and work was

it would prove inoperative. In the more
settled districts, however, some induce-
ment should be offered to thoee boards
which could reasonably be expected to
strike a rate, A pro ratd subsidy need
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not result in an increased vote, as the !
lump sum granted to all the boards could |
be proportionately reduced. These re-
marks of the Under Secretary should com-
mend themselves to hon. members. In
country districts, particularly where the
roads ran through the property of large |
land-owners, there was no rate struck, and
the sooner this House insisted on roads
boards rating themselves, the better it
would be. He trusted something would
be done to give effect to the suggestion
made in the departmental report, and he
was sorry the Minister had over-looked
the point.

Tue Direcror oF Prauc Works
It was on his notes, and he would refer to
it later.

Mz. LEAKE : When the item was dealt
with, he would atk the Minister to say
what the Government intended to de with
regard to that suggestion. An import-
ant point touched upon by the Under
Secretary was that of the stores branch.
The Government admitted having four
hundred thousand pounds’ worth of stores,
and he believed it would be found to be
nearly £500,000°s worth on invoice value.
That amount ought really te go to in-
ereage the debt; and then the deficit, in-
stead of being only £186,000, would be
nearer £600,000, if the accounts were
fairly kept. The Government had admit-
ted, in answer to a question, that they
had never taken stock since 1890. No-
thing was written off for depreciation;
80, if we had a stocktaking at the present
moment, we should find these figures were
altogether adrift. What he complained
of was that members did not get facts.
We got figures, but that was all.  Even
the figures were not true, but were alto-
gether misleading. In the Estimates for
works, there was a little item to which he
wished to draw attention, and he had
drawn attention to it lagt year—the ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings.
Instead of that item appearing only once
on the Estimates, and the total amount
set out against it, the item was dotted all
over the Eatimates in each department.
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Of course the reason for this was that pro- |
bably hon. members would not realise how |
large & sum it was in the aggregate. The |
total amount was £22,000, besides £5,000 '
more under the heading of incidental ex- |
penses, thus making about .£27,000 for |
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the Director of Works to come and go on.
This was not as it should be. The ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings
should be set out as one item, and show
the total amount. Comparing the total
proposed to be spent in this year on ad-
ditions and repairs to existing buildings
with the amouat actually spent last year,
members would find the amount in these
Estimates would not be half enough. The
Director of Works could have his extra six
months for trying to put his department
in order, but it was to be hoped that those
members oo the Government side who con-
stantly joined in condemning the ad-
ministration of this department would, if
n motion were brought forward, support
it ns the only means of straightemng the
department, and the sooner that was done
the better, for it was no kindness to let
the Director of Works go on over-running
the comstable, and thizs was more likely
than not to bring disaster on the country.
The Director of Works should not be al-
lowed to spend money at his own
aweet will ; and, although he plumed him-
self on not bhaving expended many thous-
ands of pounds last year, yet he did not
nsk Parliament as to the selection of the
works on which the money should actunlly
be spent, but made the selection himself,
Poseibly there might be a little favouritism
ir that expenditure, if the particulars were
known ; and the Government supporters
might suffer, if the selection of the works
had been made by Parliament instead of
by the Minister.

Mr. Inuxeworra: Out of £15,000
voted for his district, he had not got a
shilling spent.

Mr. LEARE: This instance showed
what might happen, if some curb were not
put on the Diréctor of Public Works. The
money would have to be voted this year
ns asked for in the Estimates, there being
amajority on the Government side to con-
trol the expenditure; but, in voting the
money, Be trusted that the eficet would be
to give the Government sufficient rope to
hang thmselves,

MRr. MORAN: In the expenditure on
public works, as on railways, the colony
had reached a stage where it could afford
to rest a while. In railways we had the
grentest mileage to population as com-
pared with any part of the world, which
meant that"we had less chance of making
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the railways pay as compared with other
places. So also in the matter of public
worke, thig colony was better served than
any other Australian colony.

Mgr. InuxowortH: Or Great Britain
either.

Mg. MORAN: Yes. We had more sub-
stantial public works in proportion to
population than any other British com-
muanity. Labour had been dear and ma-
terial had been dearer still ; and if we had
the same thing te go over now, and hav-
ing the same knowledge to guide us, we
might safely say that many of the existing
buildings would not have been erected.

Mr. LEake: Whose fault was that ?

Mg. MORAN : Not the fault of the Gov-
ernment, but the fault of Parliament in
veting the works.

Mr. Leagg: But who proposed them?

Mr. MORAN : The suggestion had been
made, and he was sorry to hear it come
from the leader of the Opposition, that
there had been some favouritism in the
expenditure of noney on public works ;
but the fact was notorious that some pro-
minent memhers of the Opposition had
obtained for their districts four times as
much money for public works as had mem-
bers on the Government side. Of course
no one would accuse the member for Al-
bany of being a prominent supporter of
the Government, openly, though he might
support them in other ways; yet Albany
had some very fine public buildings, and
in fact more money had been spent there
than could be justified. Another promin-
ent member of the Opposition (Mr. Simp-
son), who was unfortunately absent at
present, had been treated in a eimilar way,
for Geraldton had been particularly well
favoured in public expenditure. The mem-
ber for Central Murchieon also had shared
all too well in public expenditure, for the
Murchison had received four times as
much per bead of public money as auny
cther part of the colony

Mgr. IuusewortH: That was not cor-
ract.

Mr. MOBRAN: Half a million had been
spent on the Murchison railway.

Mr. IuixawortH : That was out of loan
money.

Mr. MORAN: It was money all the
same, and would have to be paid for, or
the interest on it must be paid, not by the
Murchison but by the whole colony ; and
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that railway was not going to pay its
working expenses, as the hon member
knew. The town of Cue, with a popula-
tion of only some 1,200 persons, had pub-
lic buildings equal in character and of
exactly the same type as had Kalgoorlie,
with a population of 12,000 ; s0 that Cue
had received ten times as much money
for public buildings per head as compared
with Kalgoorlie. ‘

Mg, ILuvaworrr: Do not forget the 23
millions for a water supply.

Ma. MORAN: That had not been spent
yet, and conld not be reckoned at present.
The leader of the Opposition, in his re-
marks on this point, could not have
meant that public bribery and corruption
had been practised by the Government in
distributing the money for public worls,
because, if that were true, there could bhe
ne doubt as to where the money went;
and it was a question as to how far the.
same thing should be allowed to go on,
for it wns pretty evident that, if any Gov-
ernment supporter wanted to be favoured
in that way, he ought to jein the Opposi-

tion. The constituency represented by
bimself (Fast Coolgardie), as a fairly
staunch supporter of the Government,

and having strained his support in their
favour at times, had been most i'l-
favoured in regard to public buildinga :
for it wns only now that a sum was on 1he
Estimates for a post-office and warden's
court at Kalgoorhe. His electorate must
contain altogether some 20,000 people,
most of them ratepayers and workers ;
turning out half the gold of the colony,
and paying weekly wages equal to all the
other goldfields put together; yet the
public buildings there were not commen-
surate with the requirements, and were
hardly equal to the buildings at Cue-—
poor little pod-forsaken and gold-forsaken
Cue! It must be admitted that the re-
quirements of Kalgoorlie and the Boulder
had been neglected. The Government
school at the Boulder was attended by
300 children, and only now was there a
sum on the Estimates for building a per-
manent achool, the present building being
crowded by double the number of children
allowed by law according to the size of
the school. If the Boulder township,
with its large population, wns not perman-
ent, then the colony could not be very
permanent- He hoped this Parliament
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would never again be so generous in the
expenditure on public works as it had
been in most parts of the colony during
recent years; for every little village and
hamlet in the agricultural centres was
overdone with public buildings. The
hospital racket had heen overdone, where
railway facilities were available, and such
institutions did not exist in other
“colonies under similar conditions. The
schools and post-offices in many places
were of too costly a character; but the
buildings were permanent, and would
serve in the future for a greatly increased
population. Having the largest mileage
in railways per head of population, we
could now stop expenditure in that direc-
tien and build up the population along
the railways. Having also erected pub-
lic buildings that were capable and com-
petent to serve ten times the present
.population of 180,000, we should rest from
further expenditure, knowing that this
large outlay meant a heavy burdencn the
existing population for maintenance and
interest. Still these works and railways,
being permanent, must be maintained
at a large continuing cost ; and the
country as a whole could now say to
the Government : “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant!” Of course
the Opposition would not join in saying
that ; but his own conviction was that in
no one particular had the Government
used their overwhelming majority in this
House to show favour to one constituency
above another. No one could lay his fin-
ger on one spot, and say the Government
had favoured a supporter as against a
member of the QOpposition ; but rather it
might be said, with some truth that, the
Government had placated the Opposxtlon
Ly spending more money in Opposition
constituencies than in others. As to the
motive for doing that, be supposed it was
that the works were more necessary in
those places than elsewhere. The gold-
fields had in many places received too
much expenditure, for it was evident that
schools had been built in the prospecting
stage, when population was numerous in
particular localities; and the population
having since left, the schools had to be
closed. There had been a too sanguine
expectation that the population in those
places where people were nunierous in
the prospecting stage would continue as a
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permanent settlement; but experience
kere, as elsewhere, had shown this to be a
great mistake. In other colonies, large
galdfields had existed at one time or an-
other, and particularly in North Queens-
land, where the goldfields population
never got a post-office or telegraph office,
and now those populations had gone. In
erecting o many public buildings in this
colony, we had been “too previous,” for
we had expected in good faith that the
external evidences of gold-bearing country
would be permanent, and we had erected
large buildings to accommodate n tempor-
ary population. While overdoing the
thing in some places, we had underdone it
in others, as in the case of Kalgoorlie,
where a Inrge permanent population had
not been sufficiently supplied with public
buildings, but were still treated as being
in the prospecting stage. If any member
of this House had reason to complain in
regard to public buildings, he might say
that as representing the big permanent
;zoldﬁeld of the colony, the great Broken
Hill of Western Australia, the Parliament
might have done more for this large per-
manent centre in the way of providing
permanent public buildings, " though he
wns hopeful that in 12 months time these
facilities would be substantially increased.
In the Boulder township, there must be
600 or 700 children attending school, this
fact being satisfactory evidence that the
population had come to stay, and ghowing
that the people were engaged in the two
great industries of increasing the popula-
tion and increasing the gold return, and
they were succeeding splendidly in Loth.
They were a law-abiding and progressive
people.

Mr. OLpHAM : Were they law-abiding?

Mg, MORAN': The preat majority were
law-abiding. = There were a few hare-
brained and shallow-pated individuals who
made a tremendous noise, altogether out
of nroportion to their number and iinport-
ance ; and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder dis-
tricts had incurred some little disfavour on
their account. His district had a per
manent and settled population, and con
tained more married women and more
children than would be found on any nther
goldfield in the colony. The Government
school and the Roman Cathalic school at
Kalgoorlie and at the Boulder were full of
fine, healthy children, of which any com-
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munity might be proud.  The Church of !
England school at the Boulder also had |
over one hundred children, and the Pres- |
byterian school had a large number. The |
Government were only educating half the |
children at those places, and this fact )
ought to encourage the department to give {
those large centres neceasary public works,
No more public buildings there should be
constructed of wood and iron, as all such
edifices would bhave to come down in the
course of a year or two. The Government
were attempting the impossible, in hop-
ing to pay for these public works, and pay
off the past and future deficits out of re-
venue. The business-like way would be
to cut down the revenue to two millions,
and write off one million againet loan ac-
count.; and, as the population increased,
as it must increase, the loan indebtedness
per head would be getting less and less.
It was sufficient to pay interest on the
capital cost of public works already con-
structed. This proposal should be con-
sidered during the recess, for it must ulti-
mately be adopted. Let the Government
write the revenue down to one and a half
or two millions, if necessary; then the
colony would prosper again, and there
would be a return of the good old days
which, after all, were not far past.

Mrn. ILLINGWORTH : The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Moran) had made a statement
with regard to the public works expendi-
ture in the Murchizon district which called
for reply. He (Mr. Illingworth) had
therefore procured a report from the de-
partment, which proved that the hon.
member was under & wrong impression ;
for it showed that the expenditure on
North, Central, and South Murchison,
from June 1896 to June 1898, in respect
of public works, was £56,063 ; while the
expenditure under that head for Coolgar-
die, East Coolgardie, North Coolgardie,
and North-East Coolgardie was £477,279.
For railways the Murchison received
£170,184,

Mr. Morax: No; that was not half of
the amount expended.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Coolgardie
districts during the same period received
£447,111.

Mr. MORAN: The figures quoted were
very satisfactory to him, and obviated the
necessity of proving the statements he had
made.
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Me, [LLixgWORTH : That was not so.

Mr. MORAN: The populstion of East
Coolgardie was, roughly speaking, 40,000,
and those 40,000 people received £447,00¢
i public works expenditure. How muc
wasg that per head

Mr. Douerry: £10 per head.

Mz. MORAN: The population of the
Murchison district was about 4,000.

Mg. IungworTH: 14,000,

Mg. MORAN : To be generous, he would
say 5,000; and they received for public
works £56,063. How much wag that per
head

MRr. Quonan: £11.

Mg. DouerTy : More.

Mr. MORAN: Say £11 ; and even then
the hon. member's district had the benefit
of about £1 per head. That compara-
tively small goldfield had received £1 per
head all round more than the Eastern
zoldfields.

Mr. Donerty: Over £20 per head.
They received nearly £200,000 for 5,000
inhabitants,

M=z, MORAN : That, of course, included
the railway ezpenditure. When the hon.
member (Mr. lilingworth) said the Mur-
chison district had received £170,000 for
railways, he omitted to allow for rolling
stock and sundries. For public works, ac-
cording to the hon. member’s showing, the
Murchison people had received £1 per
head more, and for railways they had re-
ceived six or seven times more than the
population of the Eastern goldfields.
That was the financial gospel according to

‘the hon. member, and it was very accept-

able.

Mn. OLDHAM : Tt was surprising that
the speech of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) had not raised the ire
of the Government benches. Had it come
from the Opposition side of the House, the
member would have been accused of
“croaking.”

Mg. Moran ! The hon. member did not
know how to speak nicely; besides, he
locked too bitter.

Mr. OLDHAM: The hon. member
spoke of a future as well as of a past de-
ficit, and advised that it be written off re-
venue and put down to loan, in order to
saddle posterity with a debt incurred by
this generation, on account of public build-
ings which were said to be far in advance
of the needs of the present population.
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Mn. Morawn: Yes; it was for that reason
that posterity should be saddled with their
cost, because posterity would benefit by
them.

Mr. OLDHAM: The constituency of
North Perth received a reasonable
amount of public money.

Mr. Morax: What constitueney ?

Mzs. OLDHAM: A far more important
constituency than thal represented by the
hon. member.  All hon. members must
recognise that, whilst public buildings
throughout the colony were of a substan-
tial nature, the money had not been ex-
pended in & manner conductive to the
welfare of the country. In places with
a small population, money had been spent
on post offices and reilway stations to the
same extent as in large centres. Doubt-
less the Minister knew of railway stations
on agricultural lines of s superior charaec-
ter to the principal station in the city of
Perth.

Tap Direcror oF PusLic Worgs:
Had the hon. member seen such stations?

Mr. OLDHAM said he had seen the
plans, and his information was correct.
In such stations, where they did not take
15d. in a fortnight, members would find
cash drawers provided with a Chubb
patent lock, costing 35e. He knew from
the plans of stations provided with bar-
riers to prevent overcrowding at the book-
ing offices in districts where there was not
s soul living within 40 miles of the station.

Mz. DorerTY : Where was the station?

Mgr. OLDEAM said he would take the
bhon. member there, if he liked to go to
. Bridgetown.

Mgz. DorerTY 8aid he would be pleased
to go, if the hon. member paid the ex-

ense.

Mr. OLDHAM: There was a public
building erected at Cue, in all respects
similar to another at Coolgardie. Did not
that demonsatrate the incapacity of the de-
partment?

Mg. Moran: No; the incapacity of the
goldfield.

Mz. OLDHAM : Any department which
would erect the same class of building at
Cue as at Kalgoorlie, thereby chowed its
incapacity. In answer to a question by
the member for North Murchison (Mr.
Eenny), the Minister had stated that the
last stocktaking of railway stores was in
1890, and that the value of the stack
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amounted to £19,712 10s. 5d. It also ap-
peared that the value of railway stores
now in hand was £430,210 8s. 8d. It was
admitted that it was not known how long
the bulk of this stock had been in hand.

‘M=. A. Forrest: The whole of it must
have been stocked since 1890.

Mr. OLDHAM: How could that be
known without stocktaking?

Mr A. Forrrst: What came in and what
went gut was known.

Mr. OLDHAM: Yet nothing was al-
lowed for depreciation.

Mr. A. Forrest: Certainly not. En-
gines, for instance, did not depreciate if
not used.

Mzr. OLDHAM : If the hon. member car-
ried on his private business in that
fashion, he would find himself in trouble.

_Ne one could tell the value of these stores
set down at £430,000 ; so that the present

deficit, stated at £186,000, would, if a
proper record of stores had been kept,
amount to something like £360,000 on
the stores account zlone.

Mr. MORGANS: The points raised by
the members for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran) and North Perth (Mr. Oldham) re-
quired criticism. The latter had said the
gtations on the Bridgetown line were
palaces, which would do credit even to
the city of Perth. This had been said be-
fore, and it was time the complaint was
disposed of. What were the facts with
regard to these stations] There were
seven stations on that line, which, includ-
ing goods-sheds, sidings, and all works con-
nected therewith, had cost the Govern-
ment £8,000. Where did the extraza-
gance come in? The member for North
Perth was really attempting to play with
the common sense of the House, when he
talked nbout “palaces” and so on. How
eould he sugpest that the Government
had committed an error of judgment and
run the country into an unworthy and
improper expense for these stations, when
he knew that seven of them cost the coun-
try £8,0007 The hon. member should not
bring forward statements of this kind to
the House, which went forth to the coun-
try, and were absolutely misleading.

Mr. Orpram: That was what he snid
the hon. member wag doing now.

M. MORGANS : It was to be hoped we
would not hear any more about these
Bridactown railway stations. The hon
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member had made s great deal in regard | these places, or any of the gold-mining

to the railway stores, saying that no ac
count had been kept. Upon what autho-
rity did the hon. member make that state-
ment ? Accounts had been kept, and the
Government knew perfectly. well what
stores they had in Fremantle at the pre
gent time.

Mg. TuuxeworTH: Stock bad not been
taken by the Government for many years.

Mr, MORGANS: The Government had
n list of all the stores in Fremantle, he
understocd, and he had made inquiries
inte the question. Not long ago, the
leader of the Opposition said the Govern-
ment bad no right to take credit for these
stores as cash. From one point of view,
thet was correct ; but it should also be
fooked at from another standpoint. If
the Government had no stores at all, and
had to provide them, they would have to
furnish cash for the purpose ; and if they
laid out £500,000 on them, those stores
would, according to the principle adopted
in regard to the balance-sheet of an ordi-
nary commercial house, be credited as an
asset,

MR. TuuxawortH: No one objected to
credit being taken for them, but to their
being included in the cash balance.

Mr. MORGANS: If the hon. member
made that admission, no more need be
said about it. The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) said half the gold
produced in the country was obtained at
Kalgoorlie. It was getting close to that
certainly ; but according to the actual
figures, Kalgoorlie was producing one-
third of the gold obtained in the colony.

Mr. Moran: The hon. member was
wrong,

Mr. MORGANS: The average figures
for the last three months showed that the
yield of Kalgoorlie was a fraction over
one-third of the total yield of the colony.
If during the next three months it was in-
creaged to one-half, no one would be more
pleased than himeself. He sincerely hoped,
and he also believed, that in a short time
Ealgoorlie would be turning out double
the amount of gold produced there at
present. As to the public buildings, it
was quite true the Government had spent
a considerable amount of money in Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie, but not one shil-
ling had been thrown away upon the ma-
jority of the public buildinge in either of

centres. The court houses at Ealgoorlie
and Coolgardie cost from £16,000 to
£18,000 each, and as a matter of fact
neither of them was large enough for the
work that had to be conducted. If the
Government had spent from £3,000 to
£6,000 more on them there still would
have been room for more expenditure. As
to the Boulder railway, the schools, and
so0 on, he endorgsed what his Friend said

with regard to them. No doubt
there was in the Boulder a very
large number of children, and in

Coolgardie there were between 300 and
400 attending school every day. Any Gov-
ernment was justified in spending a con-
siderable amount of moeney in school
houses, where we had such a large attend-
ance of children. As to extravagance and
mistakes, he would Iike to know if there
was any Government in the world which
did not make errors. It was impossible
for any Government to be absolutely per-
fect in everything. Human beinges were
prone to mistakes, and surely Gov-
ernments, which consisted of human
beings, must, as well as others, be prone
to them.

Mg. IuuiveworTH: Oppositions always
criticised Governments, did they not {

Mr. MORGANS: Yes; and in this
House they did it to the fullest extent, the
hon. member himself taking a prominent
part. The hon. member did so cleverly,

i but he was unfair to the Government.

Mr. ILuxoworTR: Unfairness was dis-
played towards the Opposition too.

Mr. MORGANS: If a building were
erected for the Education Department,
and it turned out to be unnecessary, the
whole blame was thrown on the Public
Works Department, although the depart-
ment was not to blame.

Mr. Moraxn: Who did that 1

Mgr. MORGANS : The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) intimated it.

Mr. Moran: The assertion made by
him was that Parliament was to blame,

Mgr. MORGANS: Then it wns the mem.
ber for North Perth (Mr. Oldham), who
was always making mistakes of that kind.
He remembered hearing a statement &
short time ago by a member on the Oppo-
sition side, that the Public Works De-
partment put up a school where there was
not a child to be found within a mile, or
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something of that sort. Supposing such
were the case, the depariment was not
to blame for having been asked to put up
a school, and doing so. The department
entered into obligations, which must be
carried out whether there was a deficit
next year or not. It was a fair proposi-
tion that posterity should pay something
in relation to public works; and it would
be a good thing for the public at the pre-
sent time to be only called upon to pay
interest upon loan, and a fair propoertion
of & redemption fund to repay any outlay
incurred by the Government at the pre-
sent time for the general good.

Mg, KENNY: To be credited with hav-
ing caused this question of the atores to
he brought so repeatedly before the
House was something of which he was
proud. He wondered how the Director
of Public Works, who had a large experi-
ence in storekeeping and in commercial
life in the colony, could possibly en-
deavour to lead the House to believe that
we should reckon the long list of stores
as worth 20s, in the £.

Tae Dmecror oF PusLic WoRks:
It really had nothing to do with him as
the Minister, as far as that went.

M=r, KENNY: It would he interesting
tn know whom it had to do with.

A Meuper: The Treasurer.

Mz. KENNY : The Treasurer informed
us that the stores were at Fremantle for
the purpose of being utilised; so he (Mr.
Kenny) failed to see how we could discon-
nect the Director of Works from the ques-
tinn. Stores should be shown as stores.
The Director of Works had plenty of sup-
porters and admirers on his own side of
the House, and surely he would admit
that it was the duty of the Opposition to
criticise. At the same time, it was the
duty of the Oppoeition to criticize fairly.
He (Mr. Kenny) had no desire to go
through the long list of works which had
heen comstructed in the colony, and which,
in the opinion of the public, were not
worth the amount spent wupon them.
Some time ago, when travelling from
Norseman to Coolgardie, he came across
two tanks in the heart of the wilderness,
one of which cost upwarde of £13.000
and the other upwards of .£16.000. There
was not an individual living within miles
of those tanks. If the Director of Public
Works could justify such expenditure as
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that, he could do a great deal more than
he (Mr. Kenny) gave him credit for. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
appeared to be most anxious to have fair
play shown te the Director of Public
Works. The hon. member might have
gone to the trouble of endeavouring to
justify the expenditure alluded to,

Mgr. Mozoaxs: Some mistakes were, he
admitted, made by the Government; but
the erection of those tanks was not a mis-
take, ag they would be useful for the rail-
WAY.

Mr. KENNY: That was what he
wanted to bring out. First of all the
Works Department made a blunder to
the extent of £30,000, and the next thing
they wished to do was to make a greater
blunder by constructing a railway to
justify the construction of the tanks.

A Meusgr: Where was the railway?

Mg. KENNY: Enough of that had hecu
heard in the early part of the session.
1t had gone, with a pretty large portion
of the Government programme. As to
the retrenchment policy, he congratu-
lated the Government upen it ; but it was
r great pity that it did not comm-nce
about two years nago, when the
balance-sheet showed a much healthier
arpect than it did to-day. The Govern-
ment had commenced retrenchment and
had cut down expenses in a very peculiar
way, to say the least of it. They made a
very strong point of retrenchment in re-
gard to the hospitals. The hospitals at
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie were respons-
ible for £20,000 each of the public money
during the last twelve months, this ex-
penditure being too heavy, and he did
not believe the money had been spent
for the benefit of our fellow-creatures. Il
happened to know a good deal of public
hospital administration in this country,
and in his opinion the day had come when
the officials should be taught that they
could no longer live and luxuriate on
creature comforts intended for the
patients. While he was prepared to admit
that the expenditure on those two hos-
pitals had been greater than it should
have been, he thought it a great mistake
to endeavour to cut down the smaller
inatitutions in other districts. In his own
district, Peak Hill, a movement was made
some time aco for the purnose of obtain-
ing a hospital. Tt was built, but not com-



Annual Estimales:

pleted ; and, notwithstanding the condi-
tion of that hospital to-day, the rubeily
had been cut down by one-half, as noti-
fied by circular. Some of the retrench-
mients appeared to him to be parsimo-
nious ; aud while complimenting the Gov
ernment on their endeavour to curtail
expenditure, vet the noblest way of econo-
nising would be to econowise human
suffering. Before curtailing the expendi-
ture on small hospitals, the Government
should economise in the small mounds
that marked the last resting-place of men
who had assisted to develop the colony.

Mr CONNOR: Reiferring to the item
of £13,000 for the building of a dance
hall for the élite of Perth (Government
House ballroom), this appeared to him to
be o public—

Mg. InLiNeworTH: Scandal,

Mr. CONNOR: Without calling it a
scandal, it appeared to be a public mis-
take, such ag was not justifiable, even in
boom time; for this magnificent building
wus ghut out from the view of the people,
and would not be of much practical use.
Referring to the item of £31,120 for the
erection of school buildings, he asked
where this large expenditure on school
buildings was going to stop, for it in-
creased every year, and he hoped it would
be greatly reduced next year. Referring
to the item of £1,500 for the overhaul of
the refrigerating works in Perth, he ob-
jected to this as being excessive and un-
. hecessary- '

Tue Direcror oF Punuic Worgs:
Those works earned £519 over the expen-
diture last year

Mg. CONNOR: Even if that were so,
this amount for overbaul was too large.

Referring to theitem “Furniture for pub- |

lic buildings £10,000,” he asked why it
should be necessary to spend so large an
amount at a time when the country was
in & bad state- If the money had been
spent, nothing could now be done; but,
if not, he asked the Minister to reduce the
item, so as to show the country that it
was intended to curtail expenditure.
While such unjustifiable expenditure was
proposed, smaller matters requiring at-
tention were neglected. A few days ago
he entered the deed-room at the Titles
Office, and found that, owing to bad ven-
tilation, several public servants were on
the sick list.
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Tz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
That defect was provided for in the Esti-

mates.

Mr. HOLMIS, refecring to “Accounts
aud Pay Oftice, £270 for clerk,” asked if is
was not possible to reduce the large staff
of this office There was »  redus
tion of only four officers in the staff as it
stood last year,

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member would notice that many
reductions were proposed, and the staff
would remain as estimated only until the
end of December. Further reductions
were now being made.

Mr., HOLMES, referring to item
“D.P.W. field order account to recoup k.
K. Darlington’s account, £232 8s. 114.,"
asked for explanation.

Tus DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
A man pamed Darlington was pulin
charge of some artesian boring, and dr.w
orders upon the Government. When his
account was balanced, this amount wus
left as a debit. The discovery was ma.e
after he had been dispensed with, and nn
effort. was made to prosecute. In e¢very
instance of this eort, the Government Le.d
instituted proceedings, which unfortu-
nately were taken by the Auditor General
under the Audit Act ; and the department
was subsquently advised that, for some
technienl renson, the prosecution could
not suceeed.

MR. ILLINGWORTH:
amendment.

Tre DIRECTOR QF PUBLIC WORKS :
The Act would be amended, so as to deal
with such cases in future. The man was
dismissed, and unfortunately he could not
be prosecuted.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
woney

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
Stolen money.

Mr. HOLMES, referring to item 96,
“Incidental Expenses, £5,000," asked
what these were for,

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORES :
To this item was charged everything not
specifically mentioned in the Estimates.
Last year, an amount of £7,826 10s. 3d.
had been expended. This year, it was
proposed to reduce the vote to £5,000.
Tvery care would be taken to curtail the
expenditure,

The Act required

This was stolen
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Mz. HOLMES, referring to item 98,
“Railwey fares, £2,000,” said the amount
voted last year was £1,500 and the actual
expenditura was £2,365 16s. 4d. The
item was for £2,000.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
Lost year theré was great occasion for
trovelling on the part of ofticers of the
Works Department. The gystem. adopted |
was that ticket-orders were drawn on
railways fur this purpose, and were paid j
for, The whole amount would not be
spent, if it could be avoided.

Mgr. LEAKE, referring to item 102,
“Assistant Superintendent of Public
Works, £500,” asked who was this officer.

Tus DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
He had been transferred to the Architec-
tural list

Me. LEAKE: Was it proposed to re-
instate the office of Assistant Engineer-in-
Chief 1 .

Twue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
That matter was now being considered.

Mr. A. FORREST, referring to item
101, “Engineer-in-Chief, £1,500,” said
the amount expended last year was
£1,625. How was the increass sac-
counted forf

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The additional sum of £125
was charged to this item in error. Dur-
ing the absence cf the Engineer-in-Chief
in England the Assistant Engineer acted
for him. Mr .0’Cennor was away for
7% months, and part of the salary of the
Aseistant Engineer was provided for in
the Estimates at £800. £125, being
portion of the £200 in excess allowed to
make up a salary of £1,000, was debited
by mistake t¢ the Engineer-in-Chief, but
should have been charged separately. .
The Engineer-in-Chief had not received
any extra salary.

Mz. A. FORREST: The department
should be more careful, for such an error
might lead to an officer being unfairly
criticised by hon. members.

Mg. DOHERTY, referring to items
“Engineer-in-charge {also of Geldfields
Water Supply Branch) £100, resident
engineer £350, assistant engineer £325,”
agked hon. members to compars such
galaries with the remuneration of the |
railway locomotive superintendent, a |
mere tradesman, who received a salary |
of £300, while experts controlling large
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expenditure received 3uch miserable
salaries. How could the department

| expect o man to be honest on £350 a
! year, while this officer at Fremantle, who

handied ho money, received £8001

Mg, A. Forgresr: The amount of sal-
ary did not make men honest.

AMr. DOHERTY said he had been told
that a centractor had offered one of the
resident e¢ngineers o large sum of money
us a bribe, with the intimation that, if he
would join in working a swindle on the
Government, he and the contractor could
make £10,000 each.

Mz, A. Formesr: Such o man should
be instantly dismissed.

Mr. Leikg: But the bribe had wot
been accepted.

Mr. DOHERTY: Even the man who

managed the railways received only
£1,200.
Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: The positions were not analo-
gous. The man who was getting £350
was an assistant, whose duty was almost
that of a chief clerk.

Me. A. Forrest: What was his name?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES: His name was Ower. The
other person referred to was the Engineer
for Construction, a very worthy officer,
who got £700 o year. It seemed to him
that personal feeling was introduced,
sometimes. This question of a contrac-
tor offering an engineer a sum of money
oceurred only a few days ago, and it
seemed that the officer who mentioned it
to him (the Minister) had also mentioned
it to the hon. member, which he con-
zidered a breach of official discipline, and
it was a matter he would take note of
too, for it appeared that he was npow
getting to the bottom of what he wanted
to probe—-the frequent giving of informa-
tion by cfficers of the department, which
should be really private information. He
would take the epportunity of sifting this
to the bottom.

Mr. DOHERTY: It was not a civil
servant who gave him the information.

Mg. JAMES : Buppesing a civil servant
did so, why should the information aot
be given? This was not a Star Chamber.

Mr. A. Forresr: Who was the other
menf

Mr. DOHERTY: A man pamed Cam;-
bell, whom he did not know personally ;
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the wrong sort of man for him iu as:0-
ciate with,

Mg, LEAKE: It was to be hoped the
Director of Public Works would not pro-
ceed to vieit his wrath upon the other
civil servant,

Tee DIRECITOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS snid he was not geing to visit
his wrath upon any civil servants. He
was just going to get at the bottom of
the thing he wanted to know.

Mg. LEAKE: To say that because a
man happened to be a oivil servant he
should not talk about things was absurd.

Tue PREMIER : The member for
Albany weuld not care to have one of his
clerks babbling everything.

Mn. LEAKE: Within proper bounds.

Tug PREMIER : That was it.

Mz, LEAEE: The Minister ought not
to threaten all sorts of dire vengeance,

_because the member for North Fremantle
happened to acquire some information.

Tee DIRECTCR OF  PUBLIC
WORKS: Such threat was not made by
him. What he said was that it gave
him the cue as t¢ where things came
from.

Mer. LEAKE: The question was whe-
ther this information was good or bad.
If it was good, a member had a perfect
right to make use of it, and it was a
great pity that members could not ques
tion civil servants abcut what went on in
the departments, If they could do so
they would be able to dispose of a good
many abuses, not only with regard to the
Public Works Department, but also other
departments.

A Memper: They would all have a
rrievance.

Tre Premer: They would not tell
on themselves.

Mr. LEAKE: No; but if one happened
to be on familiar terms with civil ser-
vants, these civil gervants suffered on
that account, and they were accused of
divulging information which they need
wot do:

Tue Premenr: They never suffered in
consequence, he was sure.

Mr. LEAKE: As far as he (Mr.
Leake) was concerned, he never tried to
worm information out of civil servants,
for the reason that they might e visited
with the wrath of the Minister.
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Tee PrEmier: Since he had been in
the House he had not known a case.

Mr. LEAKE: The Minister had told
the member for North Fremanile (Mr.
Doberty) that he knew where the hon,
member obtained the information, and
that he was going to make inquiries.
That mesnt a threat to someone.

Mr. CONNOR, referring to item 166,
“Roads and bridges throughout the col-
ony, £40,000,” asked how the money
would be allocated?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLICWORKS :
The amount would be allogated in the
usual way, the necessities of each board
being fully considered, and the depurt-
ment wag guided in the matter by the
length of roud and other conditions.
There was a statement in the annual re-
port dealing with this matter.

Mr. LEAKE again asked the Minister
to say what was the intention as to re-
quiring roads boards in country districts
to rate themaelves, as n basis on which
the grants for reads should be distributed.
The amount of the vote for roads was too
much ; and in order to test the feeling of
the House on the question he had raised,
also on the question of amount, he moved,
as an amendment,

That item 166, “Roads and bridges through-
out the colony, £40,000," be reduced by
£20,000,

Tue MRECTOR OF PUBLICWORKS :
If the object of the amendment was to
obtain from bim an expression of opinion
on the question put, he would say at once
that the question had not been considered
by the Government, though it had been
discussed. At a meeting of roads boards
delegates held in Perth recently, the Pre-
mier and two other Ministers who were
present expressed opinions to the effect
that something ought to be done in the
direction suggested ; and he (the Director
of Public Works) had no doubt that, be-
fore next year, something would have to
be done for requiring roads boards to
contribute towards the maintenance of
roads by levying a rate. The matter was
brought up last year, and considered to
some extent; but some of the roads dis-
tricts were so thinly populated that the
principle could not be applied in all cases.
The Government were desirous that it
should be adopted, and the time was not
distant when it would be necessary to



2488

Annual Estimales :

call on roads boards to rate themselves
for this purpose. .

Mr. A. FORREST : To reduce the item
by £20,000 would cause great hardship
in the North, where a rate for road pur-
poses would bring in only a very small
smount. All that a road board in the
North received from the Government. was
a small vote for road maintenance, a
little bridge, and perhaps a jetty. He
asked the Minister to apply out of this
vote £6,000 or £7,000 for making a road
to connect the new jetty at Carnarvon
with the township. The Government had
built a jetty, but there was no road to
it.

Tae PREMIER : It was a stock jetty, and
never meant for anything else.

Mgr. A, FORREST': It had been built
at a large cost, and was not coanected
with the town; so that although a stea-
mer could load stock, yet the steamer had
to go & mile further and anchor, and
there discharge goods for the township.
The Premier had advocated this jetty
scheme since 1887, and the work ought
to be completed 3o as to connect the jetty
with the town by a road.

Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLICWORKS :
While anxious to see the work carried
out, there was no probability of being
able to do it this year.

Mr. JAMES: Had the Government
considered their right to build a jetty
outside the 3J-mile limit? (General
laughter).

Mr. DOHERTY: If the amendment
were for striking the item out altogether,
he would support it; for if any money
was wasted in the country, it was by the
roads boards. A storekeeper was gen-
erally the chairman of a roads board, and,
knowing some local man who was the
niost deeply in his debt, that was the
man who generally got the contract from
the board for doing work. This opinion
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of how the thing was worked in country °
districts was based on experience, for this -

road board item was the most corrupt
thing in the colony. The chairman of
the board genernlly reaped the benefit of
the contract.

Mir. OLDHAM: The hon. member
had supplied a good argument in favour
of the roads districts taxing themszelves
for road maintenance, as they would thea

Roads and Bridges.

money out of their own pockets. A (is-
trict in his electorate (North Perth), com-
prising about 800 people in & square mile,
had been agitating during 12 months 1or
permission to form a roads board in theiwr
district, but they could not get permis-
sion. These people resided on the boun
dary of the city, in Woodvilie, Toorak,
and Forest Hill.

Tae Direoror ofF PupLic WoRks :
The hon. member had told bim this would
do next year.

Mr. OLDHAM: The people did not
want n shilling from the Government this
year, and were prepared to rate them-
selves, if they could get the power (o
form a roads board,

Tue PreMigr: They wanted it in « riar
to get a grant from the Government,

Mr. OLDHAM : Of course they would
want a grant, the same as other boards
get, when the board was formed ; but in
about nine months the people in that
district would probably be asking for per-
mission to form a municipality, Surely
when people who paid rates asked for
self-government, they were entitled to it.
At the present time, this disfrict was
under the jurisdiction of the Perth Roads
Board.

The Previer: And the Wanneroo-road
had. been made through it.

Mr. OLDHAM: The Wanneroo-road
did not serve these people.

Mr. A. Fornear: Who represented the
districs? ‘

Mza. OLDHAM said he did. The people
did not ask for money, but merely for
gelf-government ; and the Lands Depart-
ment, after being petitioned, had shelved
the matter. In the district known as
Woodville, Toorak, and Forest Hill, there
were 300 people.

Tre PREMIER: The proposal to give
n roads bonrd to that district would be
unsuitable. It was not required.

Mz, OLDHAM: Why not?
Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:

- The matter would be looked into.

Mr. OLDHAM: Nearly four months
had elapsed since the subject had been
broached. In the Governor's Speech, a
Roads Act Amendment. Bill was premised.

© Where was it?

at least have to pay a portion of the

Mr. Leage: It had shared the fate of
the Electoral Bill.
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Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The matter would be considered. The
hon. member had promised to call on him
with regard te it. He (the Director) did
not even know where the place was, nnd
he had never seen a plan of the locality.

Mz, OLDHAM moved that progress be
reported.

Motion put, and a division being callzd
for by Mr. OLpnay, it was token.

Mr. JAMES rose to a point of order.
The member for Sussex (Mr, Locke} was
one of those who said “aye” on the ques-
tion being put ; yet now the hon. member
was voting with the “noes.”

Tue CHAIRMAN said that he did not
hear the voice of the hon. member, when
putting the question.

Mg, JAMES: A man should stick to his
colours, even 1f he were a Government sup-

porter.

The division resulted as follows: —
Ayes .. 3
Noes R Y]

Majority against 14
Ayes. Noes

Mr. Eenny Mr. Counlly

Mr, Leake | 8ir John Forrest

Mr, Oldham v Mr. A. Forrest

(Teller) Mr. Hall
Mr. Hubble
Mr, James
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke

Mr Monger
Mr. Morgans

Mr. Pennelather
Mr. Piesse

Mr. Quinlan

Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr, Wallace

Mr. Wood
l Mr. Moran

(Teller}

Motion thus negatived, and the discus-
sion resumed.

Tae PREMIER : The policy of the Gov-
ernment had always been to give power
to form roads boards. He believed
thoroughly in small areas for such boards,
and he did not suppose there was a case
in which the Government had refused a
board, where any sort of case could be
made out. Bometimes there wasg a little
difficulty in getting roads districts earved
out of existing roads districts, because the
existing boards objected, and then it took
gone time to hear hoth sides of the ques-
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tion; but, as he had indicated, the ten-
dency in the past had always been to en-
courage the formation of such boards. Of
course we could recognise often that the
desive people had to get public money to
spend on roads in their own locality was
an incentive to the formation of roads
boards ; but the smaller the area, the more
it tended to better self-government. If
what the hon. member said was correct,
and no doubt it was, that there were some
hundreds of people who desired to have
part of the Perth district carved up and
governed in smaller districts, he (the Pre-
mier) could see no objection, so long as a
good case was made out to satisfy the
Lands Department. ‘There was a desire
to assist all to manage their own business.
When the Government found a sufficient
nurber of people in a district will-
ing to 1ioonage their own affeirs,
they always endeavoured to meet
people’s wishes. On the other hand,
he knew that the existing board always oh-
jected, for one reason or another—he sup-
posed they had no wish to see their juris-
diction curtailed. There had never been
any opposition on the part of the Govern-
ment to the subdivision of a roads board,
becnuse, he repeated, the smaller the area
the better it was lIooked after.

Mr. JAMES: The Perth roads board
was the most incompetent, fossilised, old-
fashioned, antiquated, fatuous-headed
roads board in the coleny. It had done
absolutely nothing. It had never raised
8 penny bv way of rating, and, as arule, it
had spent its money in a most inefficient
meanner. This was not a roads board
that should be for one moment con-
sidered ; and he put it to the Premier, as
o matter of urgent duty to East, Perth and
the suburbs, to do all he possibly could
to take away the jurisdiction of this ut-
terly incompetent body. He was in fa-
vour of the principle that we should help
those who helped themselves. The first
roads board to rate themselves were the
South Perth roads board.

A MeupeEr: The board did not rate
themselves much.

Mzr. JAMES: For two or three yeurs

" they rated themselves at 1s. in the pound,

and now they rated themselves at 9d. in
the pound. The funds were spent in the
district ; the valuations were reasonable ;
and the simount of rate was fairly high,
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He helped to form that board, and he |

was one of the ratepayers. If this ques-
tion went o a division, most of the coun-
try members would vote against it. The
members for Sussex, the Ashburton, and
other places would vote againstit. When
the money was allocated this year, let
notice be given that next year the Gov-
ernment would, as far as possible, act on

the principle of refraining from assisting

those who would not assist themselves.
He did not say that beards should re-
ceive pound for pound, nor that country
boards should receive the same as subur-
ban boards.

Mg. QUINLAN: So far as he knew, it
was unjust and ungenerous to make such
vetarks as sowe which he had beard to-
night. He had not known a chairman of
n roads board make anything out of the
position. What he knew of roads boards
was that wmembers gave their time for
nothing and were most devoted to their
work. He knew of one instance jn which
the members gave their personal guar-
antee to a bank for u considerable over-
draft. Roads boards deserved better
consideration than they had received
from some members. It was desirable
that those who wished to be helped should
help themselves to some extent, and no
doubt the Government would take some
steps to bring that about. He hoped the
Committee would not attempt to inter-
fere with this item. If everybody spent
the money as ecomomically and as well
as the roads boards generally did, it would
be a good thing for the country.

Mgr. LOCKE: It was a matter of sur-
prise to him to hear the remarks which
had fallen from severa! members with
regard to this item. As the question was
important, and only few members were
present, he moved that progress be re-
ported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11.33
until the next day. .

p.m.

Sly-grog Selling.

Legislutive @ouncil,
Wednesday, 19th October, 1898.

Papers  presented — Question:  Pinjarrah-
Marradong Railway Survey — Question:
Sly-grog Belling on Goldfields—Question :
Police Boat, Perth and Melville Waters—
Bush Fires Act Amendment Bill, frst
reading—Goldfields Act Amendment Bill,
third reading—>Municipal Iastitutions Act
Amendment Bill, Motion 1o discharge
order ‘(withdrawn); in Committee, new
clause; reported—Marriage Act Amend-
ment Bill, second reading, in Committee ;
third reading—Land Bikl, in Commictee ;
postponed clause and schedules; recom-
mittal (twice), reported—Zoological Gar-
dens 1ill, second reading, inv Committee,
third reading—Bills of Sale Bill, Discharge
of Order—Coolgardie Mining Exhibition
Bill, second reading, in Committee, third
reading—Ronds and Streets Closure Bill,
No. 2, second reading, in Committee, third
reading—Mining on Private Property Bill,
first reading—Coolgardie Municipal Rate
Validation Bill, all stages—Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PraYERs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CorowiaL SgcRETARY : By-laws of
the 1nunicipalities of Bunbury, Bulong,
and Perth.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : PINJARRAH-MARRADONG
RAILWAY SURVEY.

Hown. R. G. BURGES, for the Hon. E.
McLarty, asked the Colonial Secretary:
What is the cost of the survey of the Pin-
jarrah-Marradong Railway?

Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) : The total cost of survey was
£3,888 178 4d., of which sum the irmal
surveys cost £17 per mile, and explora-
tion surveys £5 per mile.

QUESTION : BLY-GROG SELLING ON
GOLDFIELDS.
Hown. A. G. JENKINS asked the Colonial
Secretary : Whether, in view of the indis-

* criminate sly-grog selling carried on
. throughout the eastern goldfields, the
. Government will take some steps to have
. such traffic promptly suppressed?



